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PASTOR’S PASSAGE 
It happens every year. It sneaks up on us. One day we are appreciating the 
falling leaves and beautiful colors, and the next day we seem to be preparing 
a turkey and looking toward all of the December activities.    
 
We are blessed again this year to host the annual Christmas Cantata with 
River of Life United Methodist Church. It is always such a pleasure to work 
with Lois Ulvin and their choir and I am delighted to again have the          
opportunity to act as one of the narrators of the “Celtic Christmas            
Celebration.” It is based on the phrase “Have You Heard?” and we expect it 
to inspire and prepare us for another Christmas season. We will share this 
experience on Saturday, December 14 at 7 p.m. and again on Sunday morn-
ing, December 15 at 10:00 a.m.    
 
Each Sunday during Advent we will light the traditional candles on the 
wreath as we anticipate the coming of Christ into our hearts. Max has      
prepared beautiful and inspirational music with the choir, soloists and      
musicians. 
 
Christmas Eve at 7 p.m. will find us once again gathered in the sanctuary for 
our Annual Candlelight Service. Each year we are amazed at the emotions 
and feelings of gratitude brought to our awareness in the celebration of 
Christ’s birth. 
 
On December 29, we will share in worship with an OLD FASHIONED 



CHRISTMAS CAROL SINGALONG. Although we hear Christmas     
carols throughout the season, we often have no opportunity to just sit back 
and sing along with the familiar and traditional carols. Don’t miss this  
service of worship in song. 
 
Well then, here comes a new year full of excitement and plans. We have so 
much to share with our community and we are looking forward to        
welcoming others to share in this wonderful Church Family. A great New 
Year Resolution would be to commit to worship as often as possible to lift 
up your hearts and souls and give thanks to God for each and every day. 
Surely God will be smiling! 
 
      My Christmas Blessings, 
                                       Joy 

Minister’s Message 
What Is Christmas? 
First and foremost it is the celebration of a birth. People may get caught 
up in a discussion about the details of the birth: Was it on December 25th? 
Was it a virgin birth? Was he really born in a stable in Bethlehem? Did a 
bright star actually mark his birth? Leave that behind. If you are blessed to 
have a child or children, do you remember the miracle of a birth? To look at 
a newborn with tiny fingers and toes- to be in awe that the baby is a part of 
you. In many ways, the birth of a baby at any time or in any place is a    
miracle- a reminder of the goodness of life. Regardless of all the natal     
details, we know that Jesus brought a new paradigm for living.  
 



It is a time for family. Whether it is your biology family or your family 
of friends, it is a time of food, drink, parties, and conversation. If you ask 
someone about a memorable Christmas, it may be the one that they were 
unable to be with their family: A soldier far from home celebrating  
Christmas in the field, a nurse working at the hospital, a care giver at an 
institution, or a first responder. It is a time to remember how vital family 
is and to feel the love from the family bonds. 
 
It is a time of giving and receiving. The tradition of gift giving goes back 
to the Three Wise Men. It is believed that Italy was the first country to 
fully embrace the giving of gifts at Christmas. It is not just the gifts under 
the tree, it is the giving of smiles, the giving of joy, and the giving of 
compassion that mark the most significant gifts. If you are at the receiving 
end, you feel the blessing of someone who cares about you. An essential 
message of Christianity is that we are people who care, not only at  
Christmas but every day. 
 
It is a time of memories. We reflect upon Christmases past- from the 
days of our youth to the days of children’s youth. The gift of memory al-
lows us to keep alive those stories and those people who were such an im-
portant part of our life. The first Christmas after the passing of my mother 
was difficult until I saw the excitement of a grandchild on Christmas 
morning. We have the great gift of going back but we are most blessed 
that our journey continues and we have the opportunity to create new 
Christmas memories. 
 
May you experience the excitement, memories, joy, and peace that are 
Christmas!      
        Gene 



Moderator report  

The council members managed a lot of business at the November council 

meeting, as usual. 

We first discussed the sound in the sanctuary with our sound experts. The 

sanctuary was constructed and designed for musical acoustics. This means 

that there have been problems with the spoken voice since the beginning.  

They explained the technical reasons why this is the case. 

They have a plan which should correct the ‘dead spots’ and the echoes.   

Also, our sound ‘mixer’ was never meant to be used in a room this large, 

besides being 20 years old and out of date. 

Once the sound is corrected, our hope is to ultimately be able to live stream 

and/or record our services and programs. We have to correct the sound 

within the sanctuary before we can proceed with this step. We are hoping 

that these changes can be made easily. 

There is a second issue with all wireless sound systems throughout the 

United States. The frequency used for all wireless microphones will be 

moved to the 5G system sometime in 2020. This means that we will need 

to purchase wireless mics compatible with the new frequencies we will be 

assigned. 

The Gifts of Love was a huge success again this year. Many were able to 

pick out the clothing and household items they needed. Thanks to all the 

people who donated to it, and who worked on it that week. 

We welcomed Pastor Joy back to the church, since she is now here and not 

working from home. It is good to have her positive attitude and wise   

counsel.   

There were some changes in our councilors and officers also. 

Marilyn Schuh has resigned because of work responsibilities. We hope she 

can serve again when her schedule allows. 

Kim Flemming has resigned as Clerk, and Karen Adell was elected to fill 

her unexpired term. 



Prayer for the Church 

Loving and Eternal God, you have abundantly blessed us with the power to 

reach out and make a difference in the world. We ask that you bless our 

ministry through our Church and increase our love for one another and our 

community. Help us honor our history and seek your will as we march into 

our future in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
  

Church Council Meeting  

December 18 at 9:30am  

I will resign as Moderator as of January 1, 2020.  David and I will be 

moving to Milwaukee to a retirement community in a few months. 

(Although our apartment is not completed yet, they assure us it that it 

will be.) Donna Trimm was elected Moderator. She has a huge fund of 

knowledge from experience with various organizations, her church and 

work background, and we are very lucky that she will be able to take 

over. 

Susan Behrens 

Moderator  



December Calendar 

December 1, Worship, 10am The Rev. Gene Van Galder, preaching 

December 2, Staff Meeting 8:30am 

December 4, Al-Anon 10am 

   Choir 7pm 

December 8, Worship, 10am The Rev. Joy A. Baumgartner, preaching 

December 9, Staff Meeting 8:30am 

December 11, Al-Anon 10am 

December 14, Christmas Cantata 7pm 

December 15, Christmas Cantata 10am 

December 16, Staff Meeting 8:30am 

December 18, Church Council 9:30am 

      Al-Anon 10am 

December 22, Worship 10am The Rev. Joy A. 

Baumgartner, preaching   

December 23, Staff Meeting 8:30am 

December 24, Candlelight Service 7pm 

December 25, Office Closed 

December 26, Office Closed 

December 27, Office Closed 

December 29, Carol Sunday, 10am 

December 30, Staff Meeting 8:30am 



 
  What is the Angel Tree program for Salvation Army?                                
Angel Tree was created by The Salvation Army in 1979 by Majors Charles and Shirley 
White when they worked with a Lynchburg, Virginia shopping mall to provide clothing 
and toys for children at Christmas time. Since then, the tradition has expanded and now 
is the cornerstone of The Salvation Army's Christmas efforts. 

The true impact of the Great Recession is tough to measure. Americans 

have lost money, jobs and homes. Our families and friends may have fallen 

on hard times. Some who had little to begin with now have less and are 

working harder everyday to make it to tomorrow. These same families who 

are struggling to meet the financial demands of day-to-day life question 

how they might provide a gift or two for their children on  Christmas Day. 

Every child deserves to experience the joy of Christmas morning. And 

thanks to supporters of The Salvation Army’s Angel Tree program, thou-

sands of   American children will find this waiting under their Christmas 

trees this year. The  Salvation Army’s Angel Tree program provides new 

clothing or toys for children of needy families through the support of       

donors. Found in local companies and  churches, Angel Trees are  decorated 

with numbered paper angel tags with the first name, age and  gender of a 

child in need of presents. Contributors remove one or more tags from the 

tree and purchase appropriate gifts for the child or children  described on 

the tags.  

Please take an angel, 
 located in the Gathering Space 

and bring back a gift 
and place it under the tree 

 by December 15, 
 for a child in need in our community. 

Mission of the Month 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjV7PH3vdHTAhVlzIMKHVa7AcQQjRwIBw&url=http://salvationarmyalm.org/shreveport/angel-tree/&psig=AFQjCNHKH0OX-hOmQ2Ak2Kfo7LH1-eEwWQ&ust=1493823931725044
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