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MID-MONTH NEWS 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

BELOIT, WI. 

 
 

My Dear Congregation: 
 
Because we are apart and cannot gather for worship together, I believe it is vital that 
we try to stay connected and in-the-know about what’s happening not just in the 
outside world, but how we might stay connected in the Spirit.  The Church is the one 
last place in the world where nothing can separate us from one another.  No matter 
where we are or what we do, we have only to slow our minds, lift up our hearts and 
we are deeply connected not only to God, but to one another.  When we became 
part of this wonderful place called a Church, we committed ourselves to love one 
another, to support the efforts and missions of the Church, and to be available to 
care for one another.  If ever there was a time to care for one another, it is now.  As 
you begin each day, I invite you to sit quietly and think of all the people you have 
come to know over the years.  Think of the worship services we have shared, the 
special celebrations we have enjoyed, the birthdays, anniversaries, retirements, 
meals and mission projects that have filled our lives with such fulfillment.  If someone 
comes to mind, follow your heart and give them a call or write a note.  When you feel 
alone don’t hesitate to pick up the phone or sit down at the computer and write an 
e-mail; just a hello, or perhaps pour out some of your feelings about what is 
happening in the world.  But know, for sure, that you are not alone.  The phrase “we 
are together in this” seems to be a catch phrase for America.  What we need to do 
now is prove that it is true!  Let’s truly….BE THE CHURCH….and show the way of 
Jesus.  That’s The Church. 

My Love and Blessings, Joy 
 
CHURCH STAFF SCHEDULE 
Since we have all made a commitment to honor the stay-at-home order and keep 
ourselves and others as safe as possible during this COVID-19 emergency, we 
realize that not only are we unable to worship God as a family, but we also are not 
able to serve you in ways that have always been in place. 
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In order to stay within our budget during this time, we are making changes in the 
hours and duties of our staff.  Please be aware of the new schedule: 
 

ROBIN PRESTIL – will be working in the office from 8 a.m. to noon  
ON MONDAY, WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAY.  Please call the Church to 
contact her and on other days, leave a message at the Church.  Do not 
call her private number with Church business. Messages left at the 
Church will be monitored regularly.  In spite of her personal 
responsibilities, she has scheduled her duties to produce the newsletter 
and send e-mails to the congregation and assure that messages are 
relayed to the Senior Staff.  

 
JULIE GILBERTSON – Julie will be working at the Church on 

TUESDAY AND THURSDAY mornings.  She will be on call for special 
needs but otherwise working two days per week.  Julie has been doing 
extra work during this time with deep cleaning, carpet cleaning, and 
various jobs that are difficult when the Church is busy with classes and 
worship.  We thank her so much for her extra efforts.  We also thank her 
husband Darrell for cleaning the carpets throughout the Church. 

 
RICHARD WANNINGER - Richard will be working TWO DAYS PER WEEK AS 

NEEDED.  He will continue to inspect all mechanical functions of our 
heating and cooling and keep in touch with us with any needs.  As our 
Mechanical Custodian, we are blessed to have an experienced electrician 
and someone with years of experience.  Richard has saved the Church 
thousands of dollars over the years by repairing and replacing numerous 
mechanical and electrical elements.  We appreciate his expertise as well 
as his love for the Church.  
 

MAX YOUNT - Like your Pastors, Max is truly the Minister of Music, 
keeping in constant touch with his choir members and continuing to plan 
and prepare for the time when worship will begin.  He has also spent 
hours cancelling dates for Music Maxima that were to be held this 
summer and anticipating when we can set new dates.  He is working at 
home composing, planning and coming to the Church to record music 
for our worship services being streamed to the congregation.  Max is our 
greatest treasure!  
 

PASTORS, GENE AND JOY are working at home continuing to prepare 
sermons and coming to the Church to film the services as well as take 
care of other business while keeping the required distance from others to 



3 

keep all of us safe.  We are trying to keep in touch with members by 
telephone and e-mails and are always on call for an emergency.  But as 
much as possible, we are attempting to honor the requirements set by 
our State government while keeping in touch with the Church staff each 
day.  Please know that we are available to you by phone call, text, e-mail 
at any time.  Don’t ever hesitate to call just to say hello or to check in for 
comfort or prayer.  We will continue to do our best to keep in touch with 
worship and newsletters as well as our regular Wednesday e-mails.  
Remember - you are loved. 

 
OUR MISSION OF THE MONTH 
As you know, each month we hold up one of our local and world missions for 
support. The loose offering received on Sunday morning is given to the assigned 
charity.  Of course, we are not together for worship, and so there is no offering.  If 
you would like to continue to support the special mission, please send a little extra 
to the Church when you send your regular offering.   

This month, our MISSION OF THE MONTH IS: SECOND HARVEST FOODBANK. 
Their mission “exists to end hunger in southwestern Wisconsin...Since 1986 Second 
Harvest Foodbank of Southern Wisconsin has put more than 100 million meals on 
the tables of the 1 in 10 who are facing hunger in southwestern Wisconsin.” They 
work together with other local hunger-relief charities to provide healthy and 
nutritious food for those they serve.  Despite the millions of meals they’ve been able 
to provide as a result of generous donors over the years, there is still a gap between 
the number of meals they provide and the number of meals needed. That’s where 
we come in with our donations and support to this worthwhile charity. For more 
information go to https://www.secondharvestmadison.org/our-impact 

SUNDAY WORSHIP BY E-MAIL AND COMPUTER 
Gene and I are planning upcoming worship services. On Easter Sunday, we are both 
bringing you the service with the “Breaking Open of the Word” in the traditional way 
by both Pastors.  We are continuing that tradition.  The Sunday after Easter, Gene 
will lead the service, and the last Sunday of April, Joy will lead.  We will then move 
into May and continue to prepare every Sunday either in person in the sanctuary or 
by filming, if necessary.  We all await the future. 
 
BIBLE STUDY 
I have spent a lot of time lately just picking up my Bible and looking for words to 
inspire and comfort and urge me to keep the faith.  The following is a phrase that I 
have used as a resource during some of my most difficult times to reassure me that 
God is always there. 

https://www.secondharvestmadison.org/our-impact
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“Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what 
you have; for he has said: “I will never leave you or forsake you.” So we 
can say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What 
can anyone do to me?” (Hebrews 13:5-6, New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

These verses are one of encouragement and instruction.  We are led into this phrase 
with directions about how we live our lives in unity and peace.  First the idea of 
hospitality is addressed.  But during that time, the followers were also worried about 
those pretending to be caring and welcoming but were not following Jesus.  So this 
was also a warning to be aware.  It also addresses the idea that it is easy for us to 
welcome our friends.  During that time, inns were not safe and so they looked to 
other Christians for safety when they travelled.  But we are told here that welcoming 
our friends is not enough.  We are asked to also welcome the stranger and love for 
all “In Christ.” 
 
We often think that the part about those who are imprisoned concerns the visitation 
of those in prison.  This was actually a reminder of all those who were imprisoned for 
following Jesus or for the “sake of Christ.  But it was not just important to visit them, 
but to pray for them and make sure they knew they were loved and still part of the 
community. 
 
Then there is the part about honoring marital love and seeing marriage as 
something never to be defiled with adultery.  Marital love was an all-encompassing 
love. 
 
Then we come to the part about being content with what we have.  It is so easy to 
get caught up in what we don’t have or what we need or what we can’t have or do.  
The idea of taking time to appreciate all we have, no matter how little, is part of the 
Christian trust in God through Jesus.  This phrase takes us back to the Hebrew 
Scripture and reminds us of the words in Deuteronomy.  It refers to our history and 
connects us once again to the needs of those in the past and how they trusted in 
God to provide for them. 
 
Truly the Lord is our helper, especially during these difficult times.  We raise our 
concerns to God to heal and help and comfort and inspire.  But it all comes down to 
one thing:  Trust. 
 
  



5 

Minister’s Message 
 
So, what do I do today? Let me look at my schedule - oh wait I don’t have anything 
scheduled. Is everyday like Groundhog Day for you? Well I have a few suggestions: 
 
When the world is “normal”, we often don’t have the time or don’t take the time to 
do things that we should or always wanted to. Let us take the time now to: 

1. Nurture your mind 
a. Read – All of us have books that are waiting to be read 
b. Do crosswords or sudoku 
c. Write - diary, poem, memories 

2. Nurture your body 
a. Start an exercise routine 
b. Walk – there is no better exercise 
c. Set goals and keep building 

3. Nurture your spirituality  
a. Pray – verbalize it 
b. Bible study - Consider outlining the book of Matthew. For each chapter, 

list the major themes. You may also want to reflect on it or jot down 
questions. 

c. Silent meditation – Clear your mind and let the silence speak to you 
4. Complete a project or projects 

a. Organize your family photos 
b. Reorganize a closet  
c. Go outside and work in a garden/lawn 

5. Reach out to make a difference 
a. Donate to groups that are making a difference like Second Harvest 
b. Write a letter to someone on the frontline thanking them for their 

incredible service.  
c. In the grocery store, take the time to thank an employee 

 
If this works for you, I would love some feedback. 
WE WILL GET THROUGH THIS TOGETHER!! 

Gene 
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Donna’s Deliberations 
 
Dear Church Family, 

The Council’s last meeting was in March held in the parlor so we could spread 
out and maintain distance where we sat. We had Doug and Jon Condon (our sound 
technicians) there with Steve Grisinski, an expert in sound from Chicago. Steve gave 
us a lesson on how the speakers and microphones work. He then had those, who 
talk up front, to practice using the microphones as they adjusted how we would 
sound to the audience -a very educational time. Who knew there was such an art to 
holding a mic?  The sound from those speaking will continue to be monitored once 
we are all back together again.  
 
The Council meeting did cover the Pastor’s reports with some changes occurring 
since that meeting.  The concerns were regarding how long this quarantine will 
continue, how can staff remain safe, and what can be done about keeping in touch 
with our members. The Usher’s Guidelines have been updated too.  
 
Cancellations have been made on Facebook and our website’s calendar that 
include: 

1. April 7 voting at the church 
2. Plants of Love Giveaway in May 
3. Musica Maxima series through May 
4. SLO till fall 
5. Choir practice 
6. AL-ANON 
7. Weddings 

 
Continuing items are the utility bills, our pastor’s sermons, reduced staff presence in 
the building (only as needed), income for staff on a reduced plan, our love and 
prayers for each of you, and most importantly God’s presence with each one of us! 

 
Doug Condon has become our IT person. He has worked on upgrading and 

fixing the computers that are used by staff. There were problems with the internet, 
so Doug coordinated two workmen from Spectrum to fix and replace old 
equipment. Thank you, Peter Landon, for helping with internet company choices. As 
we work on upgrading everything or anything in the physical building, we have 
found problems that we were not expecting. Just like a 20-year old house, things 
break, are not used anymore, or are outdated and cannot be fixed. We are trying to 
keep costs down especially during this pandemic, but it doesn’t always work.  
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Now for you at home, I can’t help but think what a good time to do spring 
cleaning and the things I’ve put off doing. So, when you do go through those 
closets, be sure and save usable stuff for the Gifts of Love collection that is given 
away in November to those in need. I know I have five big black plastic bags ready 
to bring to the church when it is safe to do so.  

 
Finally, if you have an iPhone, iPad or internet service; please check out our 

Facebook page—First Congregational Church of Beloit, Wisconsin.  There you can 
receive encouraging messages, music, announcements, and the pastor’s video-
recorded sermons.  In addition, if you are not on Facebook, go to the website 
www.firstcon.org where you can also watch for announcements, see the pastor’s 
video-recorded sermons, see the church’s calendar of events, review The Voice 
Newsletter, and now pay tithe and offerings online directly to the church’s bank 
account. This is done through PayPal. You can go to the website and under the tab, 
Giving, you will see a donate button.  With your account or credit card just follow the 
directions. The church will have the information to give you for tax season next year. I 
tried it and it worked just fine: no checks, paperwork, or having to leave my house.  
Of course, you can still send money by mail, but if you’re looking for a convenient 
way, feel free to try it out.  

 
Now I leave you this;” Our prayers may be awkward. Our attempts may be feeble. 
But since the power of prayer is in the one who hears it and not in the one who says 
it, our prayers do make a difference.” – Max Lucado 
 

Your sister in Christ, Donna 
 
MUSICA MAXIMA Reflections 
 
I miss seeing you all on Sunday mornings, but feel that we are together in spirit with 
the help of our enhanced digital media. It is a pleasure becoming more acquainted 
with Doug Condon, who, in the process of fine tuning our new sound system, has 
recorded the pastors’ sermons and my playing of the organ so these parts of our 
worship services can be brought to you, if remotely, in sense of comfort and joy. We, 
staff members, come together less frequently in the church than usual, but feel like a 
well-knit family when we do cross. Several days ago, after not having been to the 
church in over a week, I decided to go practice and do a few things in the office, not 
being aware that anybody else would be there. Nevertheless, Richard opened the 
door for me, and I heard Julie’s vacuum somewhere in the building. The next day I 
visited while Robin was taking care of 1000 matters in the office, and yesterday, 
working and speaking with Doug (Condon) and Gene in the process of recording 
was a cheerful uplift of the day. 

http://www.firstcon.org/
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So, feelings are warm as we move into the Easter season, even though our 
celebrations will be more subdued as we gather only in spirit. I wish you all 
wonderful celebrations at home. I am, however, reminded of a friend whom I wished 
a happy and meaningful Passover, and who responded that, in making his 
adjustments for the subdued celebration with reduced guest list, he was working 
with a calculator to reduce his recipes for the Passover meal. May all of our 
reductions be only in quantity and not in spirit and joy! 
 

It seems to me that the robins and wrens in my yard have not heard of the lock 
down. They cheer me up so much that I forgive them for eating the grass seed which 
I have optimistically scattered in the spots most in need. May you all remain cheerful 
and celebrate with your robins and wrens. 
 

Your servant, Max 

 
HELPFUL WEBSITES FOR THIS TIME 
 
From the CDC on Coping with a Disaster or Traumatic Event. This includes topics 
such as https://emergency.cdc.gov/coping/index.asp  

• Taking Care of Your Emotional Health 

• Helping Children Cope with Emergencies 

• Before, During and After an Emergency 
 
Tips to Support Mental Health Amid Concerns about the COVID-19 Pandemic 
https://blog.aamft.org/2020/03/tips-to-support-mental-health-amid-concerns-about-
the-covid-19-pandemic.html  
 
An app you can join online or download to your phone called Abide. 
Listen to Biblical meditations. Sleep better and stress less with Christ 
https://abide.co/ 
 
Soultime is another app about Christian Mediation Made Simple 
https://www.soultime.com/ 
 
Wisconsin Department of Health Services 
Here’s current information about Covid-19 and available services 
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/index.htmhttps://www.pray.com/ 
 
Health Anxiety and How to Manage it During the COVID-19/Conoravirus Pandemic 
with Dr. Kate Truitt see https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gNm0kB52cno  (5:25 
minutes) 

https://emergency.cdc.gov/coping/index.asp
https://blog.aamft.org/2020/03/tips-to-support-mental-health-amid-concerns-about-the-covid-19-pandemic.html
https://blog.aamft.org/2020/03/tips-to-support-mental-health-amid-concerns-about-the-covid-19-pandemic.html
https://abide.co/
https://www.soultime.com/
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/index.htm
https://www.pray.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gNm0kB52cno

