
  
 

SERVICE OF RESURECTION 

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 12, 2020 

A MESSAGE OF PRAYER AND WORSHIP 

 

PURPOSE: This Easter Sunday is different than any other we have celebrated. As 

we celebrate the Resurrection Story of Jesus, we find ourselves at home, reading or 

watching the service on media rather than entering the sanctuary and singing and 

praying with our Church Family. But because we are not together does not separate 

us in Spirit from one another. As Christians, this is the highest holy day of our 

liturgical year. So we open our hearts and remember the story. New life is possible. 

Jesus taught us that the end of our physical life is not an ending place but rather a 

new beginning. So let’s feel the Spirit of Christ on this Holy Day. 
 

PLEASE PONDER: Each day that passes brings us one day closer to getting lives 

back to normal, developing a protocol of treatment, and a vaccination. Today we 

pray for all those who are in need – those who are ill, those who are dying, those 

who give of their time and talent to treat and serve those in need.   

 

PRAYER 

Loving and Gracious God, today is the day we celebrate the life, death and 

Resurrection of your Son, Jesus. But we also are aware of the fear and anxiety 

surrounding us as we lift up to you for blessing all those in need of your 

healing power. Lord, if ever there were a day when we need to remember your 

loving presence in our lives every moment of every day, this is the day. Today 

we are once again assured of your constant presence and your encouragement 

as we follow in Jesus’ footsteps and bravely step out in service to others. Help 

us, Holy One, to believe in your healing power and inspire all those who are 

serving in your name to heal and comfort the sick. Let us once more celebrate 

the gift of faith given to us by parents and others who have been a blessing in 

our lives. Be with us as we continue to walk this journey of faith in Jesus’ 

name. Amen. 

  



THE GOOD NEWS 

 

THE MESSAGE: On this Easter morning, we read the scripture lesson and are 

once again in awe of the power and love of God. To think that after all of these 

centuries, we are still gathering as followers of Christ and bringing his ministry to 

the world. This Easter Day reminds us that every day is a gift and we have an 

opportunity to start over again. That we are loved and forgiven. God is with us 

every moment of every day. Let’s read and absorb the message this day. In the 

Congregational tradition, we call this the “breaking open of the Word.” Let us break 

open our hearts and enter into discipleship once more. 

 

COMMENTARY AND FIRST MEDITATION              Luke 9.18-21, 13-30 

The Rev. Gene Van Galder 

“Easter Joy” 

 

Commentary: In the first passage, a major question arises which is “Who is 

Jesus”? The response of the disciples was interesting- first they responded on the 

basis of what others had said and then Peter answered, “You are the Messiah sent 

by God”. Jesus was many things – a teacher, a healer, a comforter and a suffering 

servant. The second passage recounts Easter morning for Cleopas and an unnamed 

follower. As they walked the road to Emmaus, they explained to the stranger how 

difficult it was to see Jesus executed. When it was time to eat, the stranger revealed 

himself and the two realized that Jesus was the stranger walking with them. 

 

Major Points 

 

1. Jesus knows how fully human we are and loves us anyway. In a world of  

• Hate, he brought love 

• Apathy, he brought caring 

• Self-centeredness, he brought servanthood 

• Revenge, he brought forgiveness 

• Inequality, he brought a sense of social justice 

 

2. When we face the ultimate sting of death, our Easter joy takes on a new 

significance.  

• We struggle with the concept of death. 

• Often people are angry with God for their loss, much like the two followers 

on the road to Emmaus. 



• Easter is summed up in the famous scripture: 

“Whether we live or whether we die, we live in Christ.” Romans 14:8 

• President Theodore Roosevelt upon the loss of his son in World War I said: 

“Life and death are both part of the same great experience.” 

 

3. Joy is: 

• Feeling loved  

• Being at peace with yourself 

• Recognizing the many amazing blessings that surround us 

• Experiencing the full gamut of human emotions 

• Having dreams and working hard to make them come true 

• Learning and growing in God’s word 

• Understanding the significance of Easter 

 

“All life is preparation. That is where the joy is. The fun of living is the journey. 

Pick the flowers as you go. Keep your eyes open to wonder. To be alive is to see 

God in every bush, Christ in every face, and the holy in every common thing.” 

                                Philip Bailey 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC                           Max Yount, Organist 

 

Commentary: Each Gospel was written at a particular time in history and with a 

different purpose, depending on the needs of the people as perceived by the author. 

This story of Resurrection has always been at the heart and foundation of our 

Christian Faith. It declares that Jesus’ spirit continues to be with us always, and that 

we serve in his name. He taught us the meaning of love and service and that we are 

never alone. God is with us in life and in death and even beyond. 

 

SECOND MEDITATION                      Luke 24:1-8  

The Rev. Joy A. Baumgartner   

 

“Take a Deep Breath – and Start Again” 

 

Many of us who have lived a part of our lives in the Church can almost recite 

the Easter story verbatim, much as our ancestors passed the story from 

generation to generation. Yet, each time I hear it, I want to close my eyes and 

enter that time. I want to be there as they uttered, “He has Risen” and I want 



to feel what those women and disciples felt. And I’m sure I probably would 

have reacted just as they did. 

 

Remember? First there was doubt – the great challenger of our faith. What did 

this mean? What were they to do now that he was gone? They had committed 

themselves to follow him, but how would they make a commitment now? 

Think of any relationship in your life. Whether with a spouse, a child, a friend.  

What holds the relationship together at its deepest level? It’s trust. You have to 

have no doubt that this person is sincere and can be depended upon. But how 

do they know that? Jesus is gone. Everything they believed was turned upside 

down. Jesus promised a new kingdom, told them to “follow him” and they did. 

But look what happened. Were his promises real? Was it over now? Today, 

just like those Apostles, we have to search and seek a new understanding. In 

the end, we must know one thing: God is real and God is love. Our relationship 

with Jesus and one another depends on that. 

 Their second reaction was fear. Their future king had been murdered so 

they lived in constant danger. Like them, we still must be alert to danger and 

mistakes, take flight or fight. And fear can keep us from ever risking or trying 

new experiences or ways of ministry. The disciples faced that same dilemma. 

But they had the luxury of sitting at Jesus’ feet as he taught them and 

made promises. They said they would never leave him, but they did. It was all 

unknown, unfamiliar, uncertain. They felt inadequate. If we are truthful, isn’t 

that what we feel even today? We wonder how to best serve him?  Were his 

lessons true? Does God really love us no matter what? What does Jesus expect 

of us? Surely they felt if they couldn’t measure up the first time, how could 

they face him and continue to spread his Good News?   

Like us they gathered and tried to put together a new plan. What should 

they do? My Dad used to use a phrase when facing a crisis or problem. He 

would say to me, “Let’s take a deep breath and begin again. When things go 

haywire and you are totally out of your element, withdraw, re-evaluate and 

start again.” You see, if they got caught up in the negativity, it would distort 

their view of the world and limit them in ways they could not imagine. Like us, 

they would lose the feeling of awe and sense of holiness and majesty of God. If 

they only saw death, they would fail to enter into the reality of new life – 

resurrection. 

What is this thing called Easter? We are still searching and wondering 

after all this time.  But there is one thing we know. It is a celebration of faith. 

Faith is the alternative to fear. As we focus on Jesus today, we allow the inner 

part of us to be filled with the radiance of his reality. We remember not just 



the power of God, but the power passed on to each of us through this event and 

the memory and promise of it.  We center ourselves on God. We see Jesus as a 

constant companion and then we can resist any fear or doubt that comes. 

Especially during this fearful time, let’s open our hearts to the 

extraordinary power and love of God. Jesus Did. The apostles did. All those 

who followed did. We are invited to do it too. Just open your heart – and let it 

in. Take a deep breath – and begin. Happy Easter. Amen.  

 

THE HYMN 196                    "Christ the Lord is Risen Today" 

Charles Wesley (1707-1755) co-founder of the Methodist Church, composed this 

text in 1739, titled "A Hymn for Easter Day", modeled after an ancient text, 

translated from Latin in 1707, "Jesus Christ Is Risen Today." (hymn 195). 

Interestingly, Wesley's original text did not include include "Alleluia" at the end of 

each line; some anonymous person, in the act of editing the text--omitting several of 

Wesley's stanzas--added the recurring "Alleluias", reflecting the practice of 

liturgical churches to refrain from using the word during Lent, but then proclaiming 

it on Easter Sunday. 

The anonymous tune used at the time, similar to what we know, had to be modified, 

perhaps by this same anonymous person, to include a fancy "melisma" on each 

"alleluia". 
 

A PRAYER OF INTERCESSION:  

 Please silently meditate. 

 Please pray for people you know who need help, support and love. 

 Please pray for our community, nation, and world as we face COVID-19. 
 

Offering 

The needs of the church are ongoing, so please be faithful with your gifts. 

 

Prayer for the Church 

Loving and Eternal God, you have abundantly blessed us with the power to 

reach out and make a difference in the world. We ask that you bless our 

ministry through our Church and increase our love for one another and our 

community. Help us honor our history and seek your will as we march into our 

future in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 



Luke 24:1-8, The Message 

Looking for the Living One in a Cemetery 

241-3At the crack of dawn on Sunday, the women came to the tomb carrying the 

burial spices they had prepared. They found the entrance stone rolled back from the 

tomb, so they walked in. But once inside, they couldn’t find the body of the Master 

Jesus. 

4-8They were puzzled, wondering what to make of this. Then, out of nowhere it 

seemed, two men, light cascading over them, stood there. The women were 

awestruck and bowed down in worship. The men said, “Why are you looking for 

the Living One in a cemetery? He is not here, but raised up. Remember how he told 

you when you were still back in Galilee that he had to be handed over to sinners, be 

killed on a cross, and in three days rise up?” Then they remembered Jesus’ words. 

 
The Church service 

will be aired on Facebook (First Congregational 

Church of Beloit, Wisconsin) and on the website 

www.firstcon.org  

at 10am, Sunday morning 

 
 

http://www.firstcon.org/

