
 

Sunday, May 17th 
A Message of Prayer and Worship 

 
Statement of Purpose: In lieu of a Sunday worship service, please join us for our 
recorded service at 10:00am by going our church website. 
 
Please Ponder: My life routine has been significantly altered- Has it changed me? Am 
I more aware of the blessing of human involvement?  Am I more aware of the many 
blessings that have always surrounded me?    
 
Prayer 
Our Heavenly Father, hear our prayers for others. We pray for a worried world- the 
disillusioned, the desperate, the financially challenged, and the fearful. We pray that 
people may see some hope amidst all the issues and problems: One day we will return 
to a normal life. We pray for ourselves – teach us to be open to your wills and ready 
reach out to others. Teach us to be aware to your call to use our life for worthy 
purposes.  Lord, strength us as we move forward in this uncertain world. 
 
The Message     “Sacrifice”  
 
Scripture Lesson: Romans 12:1-8 
 
Commentary: In the time of Jesus, sacrifices were a significant part of Jewish worship. 

Sacrifices were required by the Law of Moses: sacrifices of various cost grains, and 
incense all the way up to a fattened calf. The Law of Moses also required that the 
people give one tenth of what they grew or earned to the Lord. The average Roman 
believed in many gods and would also be involve in the giving of sacrifices. For 
example if a person was going to start a business, go on a long trip, or make a big 
personal decision. Paul however in this part of scripture says that God wants us to 
offer ourselves as a “living sacrifice”. It is a much more significant challenge than just 
purchasing an item for sacrifice. 
 
 
 
 
 



Major Points 
1. Sacrifice is often associated with religion. 

• It is a way that people can feel more connected to their deity. 

• I have seen salt offerings in Africa and incense offerings in China. The 
giving of religious sacrifices is a universal act. 

• When you doing something at church or go on a mission project, there is a 
satisfying feeling of serving the Lord. 

• During the time of the Roman Emperor Nero, Christians were executed and 
in essence were human sacrifices to their faith. 

• Imagine if your ministers told you to bring gifts and that would be enough to 
make things right with God. How easy! Reality is however what Paul writes 
to make ourselves a living sacrifice. 

2. Sacrifice is also associated with parenting, soldiering, working, and 
giving. 

• Our current struggles with the coronavirus is a very good example of 
people willing to sacrifice. From people who shelter in place to the greater 
response of the medical community and other essential workers. 

• There are so many examples that I can think of that centers around parents 
who sacrificed their children- putting the needs of their children above their 
own.  

• Inherent in soldiering is a willingness to sacrifice for your comrades and 
nation. I have been to American Military Cemeteries in other countries and 
they are very moving. In Florence Italy 4,400 American soldiers are 
interred.  

• Memorial Day was established so that Americans would remember those 
who served their country and especially those who “gave their last full 
measure”.  

• From the movie “Saving Private Ryan”, there is a powerful scene in which 
Ryan asks the question- “Have I lived a life worthy of their sacrifice?” 

3. The Nature of sacrifice is multifaceted  

• It is selfless. We do not do it for gain but because it is the right thing to do. 

• It represents the “better nature of our angels”. In a self-centered world acts 
of sacrifice represents hope and true humanity. 

• Sacrifice comes in acts large or small. One does haven’t to change gthe 
world, just one small portion of your world. 

• Paul’s vision for the world was to eliminate “the law of the jungle” and to 
establish a just society where people help other people. 

• “Human progress is neither automatic nor inevitable. Every step toward the 
goal of justice requires sacrifice, suffering, and struggle; the tireless 
exertions and passionate concern of dedicated individuals.”  

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
 
 



The Hymn 334                          “Amazing Grace” 
Amazing grace! how sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found; 

Was blind, but now I see. 
 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
And grace my fears relieved; 

How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed. 

 
Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 

I have already come; 
'Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 

And grace will lead me home. 
The Lord has promised good to me, 

His word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be, 

As long as life endures. 
 

Yea, when this flesh and heart shall fail, 
And mortal life shall cease, 

I shall possess within the veil, 
A life of joy and peace. 

 
When we've been there ten thousand years, 

Bright shining as the sun, 
We've no less days to sing God's praise 

Than when we've first begun. 
 

 
Hymn 500:  “For All the Saints”  
This is a well-known hymn that is often played at funerals and is associated with 
Memorial Day. The lyrics were written by Anglican Bishop William How in 1864. He 
was a beloved priest who actively ministered to the people of London. His model of 
hymnology was that hymns should be “simple, real, earnest, and reverent”. The music 
which was arranged by Ralph Vaughan Williams is upbeat and really drives the feeling 
of the hymn. 
 
A Prayer of Intercession:  
Please silently meditate. 
Please pray for people you know who need help, support and love. 
Please pray for our community, nation, and world as we face COVID-19. 
 



Offering 
The needs of the church are ongoing, so please be faithful with your gifts. 

 
PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH 

Loving and eternal god, you have abundantly blessed us with the power to reach out 
and make a difference in the world. We ask that you bless our ministry through our 
church and increase our love for one another and our community. Help us honor our 
history and seek your will as we march into our future in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

 
The Church service 

will be aired on Facebook (First Congregational Church of Beloit, Wisconsin) and 
on the website www.firstcon.org  

at 10am, Sunday morning 
 

 
  Please subscribe to our You tube channel- 

First Congregational Church of Beloit, WI 
 
 
MISSION 
Our MISSION OF THE MONTH FOR MAY AGAIN WILL BE SECOND HARVEST 
which serves those with the need for assistance with food.  As you know, with the 
COVID-19 virus and the stay at home orders and the loss of many jobs and temporary 
lay-offs, the need has increased.  Please be aware that our usual loose offering at 
worship would be sent to our mission of the month.  Of course, with our meeting on 
line, we are missing that offering.  If you can either donate food or send a monetary gift 
marked “mission” it would be a great help in feeding the hungry in our city. 
 
Also, CARITAS, our mission from March, is serving more than double the amount of 
families usually asking for assistance. They have a website as well so that you can 
make a monetary donation or you may leave bags of food at the Church on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday from 8 until noon. Just ring the doorbell and you can place the 
bags in the entry way off the back parking lot. Thank you for your generosity. 
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Romans 12:1-8 New Revised Standard Version  

The New Life in Christ 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, 
so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and 
perfect.  

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more 
highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the 
measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, 
and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body 
in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ 
according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in 
ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in 
generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

  



 

   Did you know Lyman Beecher… 

 
 
 
Though Lyman Beecher was the founder of a famous family of 

Congregational preachers, his father and grandfather were blacksmiths. As a 
student at Yale, Beecher was led to the Lord by Timothy Dwight, president of the 
college. Ordained in 1799 at age twenty-four, Beecher first served in a 
Presbyterian church, but he was not a good fit in that denomination, even being 
tried for heresy for preaching against the hyper-Calvinist doctrine that God has 
specifically elected certain individuals to go to hell, and they should just accept 
that. Though he was acquitted of heresy, he still left the Presbyterians to become 
a Congregational preacher. 
 
During what he called his “continuous revivals,” Beecher preached fervently about 
repentance and faith in Jesus, but also railed at drunkenness, Catholicism, and 
Unitarianism. He initially supported antidisestablishmentarianism, not wanting 
Congregational churches to lose their status as the established church of New 

England. Later, Beecher changed his mind and said that disestablishment was “the 
best thing that ever happened” to the churches. “It cut them loose from 
dependence on state support and threw them wholly on their own resources and 
on God.” 
 
In 1827, Beecher preached these words against slavery, crying that the flame of 
freedom still “burns, and still the mountain heaves and murmurs; and soon it will 
explode with voices and thunderings and great earthquakes. And then will the 
trumpet of jubilee sound, and earth’s debased millions will leap from the dust and 
shake off their chains and cry, ‘Hosanna to the Son of David.’" 
 

…was a Congregationalist? 
 

Celebrating 400 Years of American Congregationalism 
Learn more about our Congregational History at naccc.org 
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