
 
SUNDAY, MARCH 29, 2020 

FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

 A MESSAGE OF PRAYER AND WORSHIP 

 

PURPOSE: While we are apart physically, we are never apart spiritually. We hope this 

printed service will bring you spiritual nourishment on Sunday and throughout the next week. 

 

PLEASE PONDER: Each day that passes brings us one day closer to getting lives back to 

normal, developing a protocol of treatment, and a vaccination.  

 

PRAYER 
Our Heavenly Father, in the midst of the uncertainty that surrounds us, we ask for the anchor of 

your unfailing love. May we as a people of faith, draw upon our resources of faith, optimism, 

love, and goodness to navigate through this difficult time.  You are the Alpha and the Omega, 

the beginning and the end and it is in you that we place we trust. Let us endeavor to live each 

day fully and in whatever way we can to help others as we face this time of testing together. We 

will not give in to fear but will be vigilant about our health both physical and spiritual. In the 

living of our life, may we feel love and support from you and humanity. AMEN 

 

THE GOOD NEWS 

 

THE MESSAGE: As we continue though Lent, it is incumbent on us to reflect on our 

beliefs. This message centers in on the age old discussion of whether we are saved by our works 

or our faith.  The text is from I James which is without a doubt one of the greatest books in the 

entire Bible. I James shares the need for Christians to be people of action- to be doers of the 

word. I would encourage you to take the time to read the entire book. 

 
“Faith and Works” 

Scripture Lesson: I James 2.14-23 

Commentary: The book of James is truly a biblical treasure for it is filled with poignant 

insights into Christianity.  The true author is unknown but the book is attributed to James the 

brother of Jesus. Scholars noted the general references to Greek culture which did not exist at 

the times of James, so the author is truly unknown. The essential message of the book is that 
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faith means action. We are not to stand by and practice rituals, but rather we are to put our faith 

into action. It is a book that for centuries was unheeded by many denominations because the 

structure of the church was put before the mission of the church.  

 

Major Points 

1. How does one get into heaven? 

• This is an age-old question. 

• Some people assert that one gets into heaven by having great faith. 

• Some believe that good works provides the ticket to heaven. 

• The concept of heaven is found in almost every religion.  For example, Taoism 

teaches that there is a record of life and that determines where one goes. 

• Perhaps the proper question that we should be asking is “How can we make our world 

more like heaven?” What can I do? What should I do? 

• For many centuries, the church taught to concentrate on the world to come, but in our 

text the author challenges us to center into our world, now.  

 

2. What is the relationship between faith and works? 

• Faith is that which sets the framework by which we are to live.  Works are an 

expression of our faith. 

• Many conservative-based religions teach that it is all about faith. The essential 

element is to accept Christ and that our works don’t matter. In essence, one cannot 

earn their way into heaven by what one does. 

• The author of our text clearly falls on the other side of this question. It is not that we 

are earning points by doing acts of kindness but rather it is the literal expression of our 

faith. What good is faith that lies dormant in the face of so many problems? 

• Keep in mind the famed quote from the love passage in 2nd Corinthians- “faith, hope, 

love abide, but the greatest of these is love.”  Love is the manifestation of our faith. 

 

3. What does this all mean to me and my life? 

• Each one of us want our life to count for something. To be alive is to be able to 

change and improve our world in ways small and large. 

• We are not helpless- Each act of kindness makes a difference.  

• We may be the giver or the receiver of acts of kindness. Either way we benefit! 

• Think about the times that an act of kindness made a difference in your life. 

• The Book of James has it right- “What good is it to say you have faith, when you 

don’t do anything?” 

 

THE HYMN: Every hymn has a special background story and “Come Thou Font of Every 

Blessing” is no different. Robert Robinson is the classic example of a man who scoffed at 

religion, only to hear a preacher who changed his life.  

  



 

A PRAYER OF INTERCESSION:  
Please silently meditate. 

Please pray for people you know who need help, support and love. 

Please pray for our community, nation, and world as we face COVID-19. 

 

Offering 

The needs of the church are ongoing, so please be faithful with your gifts. 

 

Prayer for the Church 

Loving and Eternal God, you have abundantly blessed us with the power to reach out and 

make a difference in the world. We ask that you bless our ministry through our Church 

and increase our love for one another and our community. Help us honor our history and 

seek your will as we march into our future in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 



 


