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SUNDAY, March 21, 2021 
FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

WE WORSHIP GOD AS A FAMILY 

The service of worship begins with the first gift to God – the music of the 
organ. May you feel the Spirit of God through the power and quietness as 
you become comfortable and prepare to worship God. 

Please stand as you are able *    Listening devices are available 
 
Reminder:  with social distancing and wearing masks for safety, we also will 
not be greeting one another with handshakes or hugs.  At least not 
yet!  Thank you. 
 

WE ARE CALLED TOGETHER 

PRELUDE     Fantasie and Fugue in c Minor, BWV 537        

    Johann Sebastian Bach 
 

*WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP 

(Congregation reads bold print) 
Leader: Test us, O Lord, test us and help us be faithful. 
People: Teach us discipline and faithfulness. 
Leader: Test us, O Lord, test us and help us affirm our identity as your 

children. 
People: Teach us integrity and constancy in all our dealings. 
Leader: Test us, O Lord, test us and help us worship you in spirit and 

truth. 
People: It is for that purpose we gather here today. 

 



*THE GATHERING SONG       Hymn 25 "Sing a New Song"  

Sing a new song unto the Lord;  
let your song be sung from mountains high. 

Sing a new song unto the Lord, singing alleluia. 
Sing a new song unto the Lord;  

let your song be sung from mountains high. 
Sing a new song unto the Lord, singing alleluia. 

 

*PRAYER OF AFFIRMATION (In Unison) 
God of faith, God of hope, God of love, grant us this day a fresh 
vision of your presence in this world. Help us to see all the places 
you are at work. And having seen, O Lord, send us out into the 
world to share in that work with you. Meet with us today and guide 
our minds and our feet along the path of your choosing. Amen. 

 
*HYMN 267   "Morning Has Broken"                   BUNNESSAN 
 

Morning has broken Like the first morning, 
Blackbird has spoken Like the first bird. 

Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning! 
Praise for them springing Fresh from the word! 
Sweet the rain’s new fall, Sunlit from Heaven, 

Like the first dewfall On the first grass. 
Praise for the sweetness Of the wet garden, 

Sprung in completeness Where His feet pass. 

(Continued) 

Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning 
Born of the one light, Eden saw play! 

Praise with elation, praise every morning 
God's recreation of the new day! 



WE BREAK OPEN THE WORD 

 

SCRIPTURE READING                                                Romans 7:7-25 

 
THE GOOD NEWS                                            “How Do I Change?” 

The Rev. Gene Van Galder, preaching 
 

*HYMN 334            "Amazing Grace" verse 1, 2 and 3        AMAZING GRACE 

Amazing Grace! how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now I'm found; 
Was blind, but now I see. 

 
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed. 
 

Through many danger, toils, and snares, 
I have already relieved; 

‘Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far,  
And Grace will lead me home. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CONCERNS 
 
QUIET PRAYER, PASTORAL PRAYER, LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 



debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

 

WE FOCUS ON GIVING THANKS 
(Offering plates are available in the Gathering Space for you to place your 
gifts either before or after the worship service.  Remember, envelopes 
support the Church’s ministry and cash goes directly to missions) 
 

INVITATION AND DEDICATION OF GIFTS 
 

WE DEDICATE OUR GIFTS (In Unison) 

For the blessings of this day and this life, we give thanks. We offer 
now these meager gifts as our way of acknowledging your role as 
the provider of all life. These gifts are not ours that we give to you; 
they are yours that we hold in trust. Bless this portion that it might 
find its way to the least of those in this world. Amen. 

 
CONGREGATIONAL INSIGHT                          Rev. Joy A Baumgartner 
 

WE GO OUT INTO THE WORLD TO SERVE 
*HYMN 154   "Shine, Jesus, Shine"     SHINE, JESUS, SHINE 

Lord, the light of your love is shining 
in the midst of the darkness shining; 

Jesus, Light of the World, shine upon us, 
set us free by the truth You now bring us, 

Shine on me, shine on me. 
 

Refrain: 



Shine, Jesus, shine, 
fill this land with the Father's glory; 

Blaze, Spirit, blaze, 
Set our hearts on fire. 

Flow, river, flow, 
flood the nations with grace and mercy; 

Send forth Your Word, 
Lord, and let there be light. 

 
Lord, I come to Your awesome presence, 

From the shadows into Your radiance; 
By the blood I may enter Your brightness, 

search me, try me, consume all my darkness, 
Shine on me, shine on me. 

Refrain 
 

As we gaze on Your kingly brightness, 
So our faces display your likeness; 
Ever changing from glory to glory, 

Mirrored here may our lives tell Your story, 
Shine on me, shine on me. 

Refrain 

 
BENEDICTION 
 
RESPONSE                 3-fold Amen                                DANISH 

 
POSTLUDE  Praeludium in A Minor, BuxWV153   

Dietrich Buxtehude 
 



WORSHIP LEADERS 
Worship Leader …………….…………...... .................... .The Rev. Gene Van Galder 
Liturgist…………………………………… ....................... The Rev. Joy A. Baumgartner 
Organist and Director of Music…………………...…….…. .................... .Max Yount 
Ushers…………………………………………... 

 

First Congregational Church of Beloit 

Is a Member of 
The National Association of Congregational Christian Churches 

And the Wisconsin Conference of Congregational Churches. 
 
 

Reminder:  with social distancing and wearing masks for safety, we also 

will not be greeting one another with handshakes or hugs.  At least not 
yet!  Thank you. 

 

 

Welcome to First Congregational Church 

We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in the 
worship, study, fellowship and services of this congregation. 
If you are a guest with us this morning, our ushers are available to assist 
you. Individual listening devices for improved sound for those with hearing 
needs are available. Large Print Bulletins are available for those with sight 
needs. Our ushers will direct you to both regular and large print bulletins 
on the table in the Gathering Space.  Restrooms are located to your left as 
you leave the worship space.  

 



Ushering 

If you would be interested in ushering please call the Church office and let 
them know. We appreciate your help. 

 

Prayer for the Church 

Loving and Eternal God, you have abundantly blessed us with the power to 
reach out and make a difference in the world. We ask that you bless our 
ministry through our Church and increase our love for one another and our 
community. Help us honor our history and seek your will as we march into 
our future in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

 
Thank you to Cheryl Kitto, Kay and Kendell Nordstrom for sharing your 
voices. 

 

This Week at Church 

March 22, Staff Meeting 9am 
March 24, Al-Anon 10:00 am 

March 28, Palm Sunday Worship 10am  
The Rev. Joy A Baumgartner, preaching 

 

MISSION OF THE MONTH – Caritas 
The Power of Caring 

2,213    5,940    446,787 
You might be wondering about the numbers in bold at the top of this page. They 
are important to the life of Caritas. In 2019, 2,213 are the number of different 



households Caritas served. Not every household needed us every month, but we 
were there for them when they were in need. 
Those households represent people, 5,770 in fact. Plus, about 105 Beloit School 
District High School Students who have been identified as homeless that Caritas 
provides food for the weekend, every school year week. Then there are the 
families at the Domestic Violence Shelter Caritas supports every other week with 
food. Again, about 35 people served per month. Last and not least, about 30 
people, in three different apartment complexes, with limited mobility that we 
provide food to monthly. 
Then there is the 446,787 pounds of food Caritas distributed last year. Not every 
household or individual used Caritas services every month, but we were there for 
everyone. 
Caritas serves more than those who come through our door. We go where we are 
needed, to serve our community. This is what the power of your caring has 
accomplished. We don’t know what the coming year holds, but 
with your donation, Caritas will make the future a little brighter for 
our fellow neighbors. 

 
Caritas needs soup, size 6 diapers, baby wipes 

  



Senior Staff 
The Rev. Joy A. Baumgartner, Pastor 

517.899.6784-cell     joyannbrev@gmail.com 
The Rev. Gene Van Galder, Pastor 

608.295.2141-cell      gvangalder@yahoo.com 
The Rev. Kendell Nordstrom, Minister Emeritus 

Max Yount, Director of Music Ministries and Organist 
608.921.7036-cell     maxyount@gmail.com 

 
Support Staff 

Robin Prestil, Administrative Assistant 
608.322.1518-cell 
info@firstcon.org 

Etta Patten, Cleaning Custodian 
Richard Wanninger, Maintenance Custodian 

Krissy & Peter Landon, Streaming & Recording 
 

Church Council Officers 
Moderator, Donna Trimm 

Moderator Elect, Pat McCleary 
Clerk, Karen Adell 

Treasurer, Charles Harker 
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801 Bushnell St. 
Beloit, Wisconsin 53511 

608-362-4821 
 


