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PASTOR’S PASSAGE 

Greetings Dear Friends! I realize many people are disappointed that it is taking more time than we 
originally anticipated to assure our safety and protect us from infection. Yes it is confusing and 
inconvenient and frightening at times, but it is also a time of reflection and setting new priorities as we 
continue to cooperate with the Stay-at-Home order. 
 
As I watch the news, I usually arrive at the point of despair and turn it off. I can only take so much 
negativity. But I have been pleasantly surprised! Along with scientific information and hearing from 
medical professionals the facts about the disease and information of how to keep ourselves safe, I 
have found many TV stations are focusing on the positive.   
 
I have watched our young people play instruments, sing beautiful songs, lead small children in fun 
games to keep them occupied, and our entertainers come together to raise money for important 
charities. I have seen entire neighborhoods lean out of their windows and applaud our health care 
workers as they leave their shift at the hospitals. And I have watched parades through neighborhoods 
while teachers greet their students and offer books and packets of materials so that they might 
continue their studies even while at home. These activities have offered a window into the true hearts 
of God’s people. And yes, while there are those who are negative and making things difficult with their 
protestations, the majority of folk seem to understand what is at stake – our very lives. 
 
I find my heart aching a little on Sunday mornings as I miss our worship and fellowship time together. 
The day seems to be missing the lifeblood as we yearn to be together. But I am also incredibly 
grateful that we have the capacity to break open the Word of God together, hear the beautiful notes of 
the organ music that is so familiar to us, and to take time just to focus on God.  After all, God is truly 
at the center. I can’t imagine moving through this time of crisis without the knowledge that God is 
walking the journey with us. We are discovering our true selves as we cope with so many changes.  
And perhaps when we are together again, we will have a celebration of Resurrection that gives us an 
entirely new meaning of New Life. Until then,  
 
BE THE CHURCH!      My Love and Blessings, 
           Joy 
 



2 

 
 
MINISTER’S MESSAGE 

Our World Turned Upside Down- A Time of Contrast 
 
I was good at getting haircuts but not so good at completing home projects. 
NOW MY HAIR IS MUCH LONGER, BUT MY PROJECT LIST IS GETTING MUCH SHORTER.  
 
It is so strange to see family members outside and six feet apart. 
I NOW REALIZE HOW SPECIAL HUMAN INTERACTIONS REALLY ARE. 
 
There is not a single athletic contest to watch. 
I AM READING MORE AND GETTING SO MANY GREAT INSIGHTS 
 
For so long our society seemed to be searching for heroes. 
NOW WE REALIZE THAT HEROES ARE EVERYDAY PEOPLE WHO ARE WILLING TO 
SACRIFICE THEIR HEALTH TO PROVIDE SERVICES THAT ARE ESSENTIAL FOR OUR 
SOCIETY. 
 
The wonder and importance of science seemed to be tied only to space exploration. 
I STILL CAN’T SPELL EPIDEMIOLOGIST WITHOUT LOOKING IT UP, BUT I NOW UNDERSTAND 
HOW IMPORTANT THEY ARE TO OUR WORLD AND FUTURE. SCIENCE MATTERS! 
 
I feel so bad for those who are on a ventilator and must face it alone, without visits by family and 
friends. 
THEN I READ THE STORIES ABOUT NURSES, DOCTORS, AND OTHER MEDICAL 
PROFESSIONALS STEPPING UP TO PROVIDE NOT JUST MEDICAL CARE BUT EMOTIONAL 
SUPPORT. THEY ARE NOT ALONE. 
 
I am used to traveling the world and seeing amazing sites in so many different places. 
NOW I AM FINDING WONDERS LITERALLY IN MY OWN BACK YARD. 
 
I wanted to get back to my daily habit of walking, but I never had the time. 
NOW I HAVE PLENTY OF TIME, AND I WILL SOON HAVE TO REPLACE MY HIKING SHOES. 
 
I have heard some people ascribe the virus as a punishment from God. 
I AM NOT SURE WHAT GOD THEY PRAY TO, BUT IT CAN’T BE THE SAME GOD THAT I 
WORSHIP. I DON’T ENVISION GOD AS A DESTROYER BUT AS A SAVIOR.  
 
There are so many people who are financially vulnerable and facing an uncertain future. 
AS A NATION WE ARE RESILIANT AND I PRAY THAT THE ECONOMIC DISLOCATIONS CAN BE 
DEALT WITH EFFECTIVELY AND AMERICANS CAN SAFELY GO BACK TO WORK.  
 
I cannot believe that gas is only $1.12 a gallon but regrettably there is no place to go. 
LIFE IS NOT ALWAYS FAIR, BUT SOMETIMES WE NEED TO FIND SOME HUMOR IN IT.  
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At Easter, many people lamented that we could not have public worship. 
PERHAPS, JESUS IS TRYING TO SAY THAT I WANT A PLACE IN YOUR HEARTS NOT IN A 
BUILDING. 
 
AMEN! 
 
Gene 
 

 
 

Prayer for the Church 
Loving and Eternal God, you have abundantly blessed us with the power to reach out and 
make a difference in the world. We ask that you bless our ministry through our Church and 
increase our love for one another and our community. Help us honor our history and seek 
your will as we march into our future in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

 

 

Donna’s Deliberations 

Dear Church Family, 

I have been at this moderator job since January 1, 2020. I continue to learn things about this church 

and the people in it. I have been thinking about interviewing members to find out where they are from, 

where they have been, their history, hopes, dreams, what makes them happy, etc. That would be a 

great way for all of us to get to know each other. Now it is true, some folks have known each other 

since the dawn of time! However, not everyone grew up here. Get ready for me to ask you for an 

interview! 

Years ago, after moving to Florida with my husband and daughter, we began attending a church. I 

immediately offered to help with the cradle roll department since I had a 4-year-old and later a brand-

new baby. That was great, except no one really wanted my presence or help. They certainly did not 

want new ideas or changes to their routine. At the end of one class, all the adults there paired off with 

their friends and left. I was left alone. No one had spoken to me, even with my attempts at friendly 

conversation. The longer I attended the church, I realized that these people had gone to school with 

each other, their relatives attended, they worked together at similar jobs, and now their children 

played together. They did not need anyone else. They did not need to reach out to visitors, or new 

members. They had everyone they wanted in their circle right there. Expanding that circle to include 

new folks took too much time and energy. 

I learned a lot from that experience. It has helped me to be aware of new folks coming for a visit. I can 

say for this church, I have always felt needed and welcomed. This has given us a reputation as a 
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wonderful place to start growing one’s faith. Some churches cannot even get to that point. Now that 

we are all isolated from each other due to this virus; spending time together seems even more of a 

luxury. I know many of us cannot wait till May, now June or when we’ll be able to meet again. 

Whenever that happens, we are hoping to have some safety issues in place to keep from spreading 

bad germs and to have a fantastic celebration! We probably will not be able to hug, but a lot of elbow 

bumps will be had by all! 

Let me tell you about our branding work. The Branding Committee has reviewed the first level of 

logos from our graphic designer and our suggestions have been sent back to her. She will then take 

those suggestions and try to incorporate them into the logo design. After the committee looks at the 

next level of designs, we will send her our last recommendations and she will complete the work. We 

are getting there. 

To give you some of the background for our branding choices before the big reveal. There are three 

things that have influenced a lot of our decisions.  

1. If you look at the National Association of Congregational Christian Churches (NACCC) logo of 

which we belong. It represents the fact that this church 

came out of the pilgrims who traveled on a ship over 

the ocean to the New World. 

 
2. Janet Peterson, who has been with this church 

since around November and is on the Branding 

Committee, pointed out how when driving from the 

south of the city up to Beloit. She can see the steeple 

of our church far off in the distance. It has been like a 

beacon beckoning her and guiding her to the church’s 

door, just like a lighthouse would for a ship, especially 

in a storm. 

 
3. Pat McCleary, who is on the Church Council, 

told the story of his experience as a little boy living not far from this church. On holidays his 

family would go to Michigan to visit other family members. Then on the drive home, they would 

watch for the church’s light in the steeple. When they saw the steeple light, they knew they 

were almost home! It would be a relief after the long drive. 

Our church’s steeple and light has been a landmark in this city for many years. Even though we are 
not meeting face-to-face, this landmark can give us some comfort that in many ways, “we are almost 
home.” Now, our goal is to continue welcoming people during the storms of life and encouraging them 
to join us.  Many have followed us on our Facebook page and website with the video sermons in 
place. When the church doors are opened again, please don’t forget to welcome and include all who 
are looking for safety in this messed-up world.  
 
Your sister in Christ,  

Donna 
donnadoc@hotmail.com 
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SOME NEWS AND VIEWS  
from 

THE MUSIC PROGRAM and MUSICA MAXIMA 
 

I was up at the piano working on some music last Tuesday morning and I saw the city garbage truck 

drive by. UH OH, I said, it’s Wednesday, not Tuesday. Such do we lose track of time when burrowing 

at home. Well, I soon went out to get my paper (I had to change out of pajamas.) and noticed an 

article about a radio announcer in Cleveland who had forgotten what day it was, and got a call from 

the station’s sponsor. I felt a little less stupid since I had company in this slip-up. Musician friends of 

mine share on Facebook not only music they have recorded for their virtual church services, but also 

being vain performers (ha ha), they flood the air with samples of their music. The problem has been 

that often we see them in their robes or pajamas, barefooted, one woman with her hair up in a towel (I 

should talk!); as I was hoping for some more tasteful presentation, I noted a news item that a certain 

judge had given a rather stern lecture to the participants of his virtual court to look professionally 

presentable, even if communicating from their screens at home, citing all sorts of lounge-about-the 

house apparel and mentioning one woman lawyer who registered comment while still in bed. The 

judge was pretty specific about the standards that should be, even if by digital remote. I know it is 

easy to get sloppy, and I think that I will be praising God more wonderfully and rejoicing in your 

presence more genuinely when I can see you and am fully clothed and brushed. Hopefully we will be 

together again soon. I hope you are all staying healthy and productive, and I look forward to seeing 

you soon. 

I miss the choir, and especially the vitality of the young people, who have, unfortunately been sent 

home from campus. Their quick minds and bodies keep this 82-year-old guy, and all of us, 

rejuvenated. Last month I had gone to the college campus mail center to leave some music for Jake 

Cunningham, the student who was to have played trumpet for us on Easter day. The center was 

deserted, but within a minute a girl appeared on our side of the counter and simply hopped, 

Olympics-style, over the yard-wide (and pretty tall) counter, landed on her feet, and started serving 

us, the customers. I thought, Wow! I’ll bet even Robin can’t do that. These kids—We like ‘em. 

Progress with the MUSICA MAXIMA series is as much on hold as our Sunday’s worship music. We 

have cancelled or postponed the programs planned for April, May and June, in accordance with what 

seems to be the universal procedure. (My friend, Heinrich Walther in Germany, organist whose visits 

we enjoy, tells me of teaching at home online and having all public activities cancelled.) I am holding 

off making any announcements about the fall concert schedule, although we have some wonderful 

programs planned. We are planning, unless there is compelling reason not to, to have a concert of 

the Turtle Creek Chamber Orchestra in our church on Sunday, August 02, at 3 pm. Come if you can, 

but we will all follow precautions. If you feel uncomfortable doing so, Ian Nie, the orchestra’s director, 

always records TCCO’s concerts and is good about airing their best moments soon after the 

performance, so, once again, thanks to digital wonders, you can enjoy the music. 

I hope to see you all soon, 
 
Max 
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MISSION 
Our MISSION OF THE MONTH FOR MAY, WILL C0NTINUE FROM APRIL FOR SECOND 
HARVEST which serves those with the need for assistance with food.  As you know, with the COVID-
19 virus and the stay at home orders and the loss of many jobs and temporary lay-offs, the need has 
increased. Please be aware that our usual loose offering at worship would be sent to our mission of 
the month. Of course, with our meeting on line, we are missing that offering. If you can either donate 
food or send a monetary gift marked “mission” it would be a great help in feeding the hungry in our 
city or go to their website to donate. https://www.secondharvestmadison.org/donation-pages/donate 
 
Also, CARITAS, our mission from March, is serving more than double the amount of families usually 
asking for assistance. Their website https://caritasbeloit.org/ways-to-give/  is where you can make a 
monetary donation or you may leave bags of food at the Church on Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
from 8 until noon. Just ring the doorbell and you can place the bags in the entry way off the back 
parking lot. Thank you for your generosity. 
 
A SPECIAL MINISTRY DURING THIS TIME OF CRISIS 
(Below you will find a document sent to us by Kayla Hiller, who has developed this program to 
assist our members and friends in making plans for their health care. We are thrilled with the 
generosity of this firm, and hope you will take advantage of this ministry. Thank you Kayla for 
making us aware of your wonderful service.) 
 
Contacts:  Laura Barten, Barten & Associates, LLC • (608) 220-8955 • LauraBarten@gmail.com  

Kayla Hiller, Nowlan & Mouat LLP • Phone: (608) 755-8100 • KKHiller@nowlan.com  
 

Nowlan & Mouat LLP offers Rock County residents free 
assistance preparing critical legal health care documents 

 
JANESVILLE, WI USA (April 9, 2020) — Nowlan & Mouat LLP is joining in the fight to help Rock 
County residents during the current COVID-19 crisis by helping individuals draft and execute 
essential health care legal documents at no charge. Until May 31, 2020, attorneys Carol Hatch, Kayla 
Hiller, and Bryan Whitehead will assist in the preparation of Powers of Attorney for Health Care and 
Declarations to Physicians (Living Wills) free of charge. These essential legal documents 
provide much needed guidance to your family and physicians. 

• A Power of Attorney for Health Care appoints an agent who will make health care 
decisions in the event you are unable to make them for yourself.  
 

• A Declaration to Physicians (also sometimes known as a Living Will) gives instructions 
to your health care providers regarding your wishes should the worst occur. 
 

Nowlan & Mouat attorney Kayla Hiller conceived the idea while hiking at the Janesville School 
Outdoor Lab (JSOL). “By completing these health care documents now, individuals can avoid 
costly, unnecessary court proceedings and having to make critical health care choices during 
even higher times of stress. I’ve been with Nowlan for more than 20 years; projects like this 
that support our community members in times of need mirror our mission of service. We hope 
to offer clients peace of mind during this particularly challenging time in our nation’s history,” 
said Hiller.  
 
Individuals who would like assistance creating these documents are invited to visit 
https://nowlan.com/ to learn more and access a simple form they can complete online to get the 
process started. The free service will be available to residents of Rock County until May 31, 
2020. 

https://www.secondharvestmadison.org/donation-pages/donate
https://caritasbeloit.org/ways-to-give/
mailto:LauraBarten@gmail.com
mailto:KKHiller@nowlan.com
https://nowlan.com/


7 

Nowlan & Mouat LLP is a multi-disciplinary law firm that offers its clients unparalleled access 
to an integrated and diverse range of legal services delivered by the most experienced group 
of attorneys in Rock County, Wisconsin. Founded in 1883 in Janesville, Wisconsin, Nowlan & 
Mouat’s expertise spans more than twelve practice areas, including civil litigation, banking 
and financial institutions law, corporate law, divorce and family hwlaw, employment law, real 
estate law, trusts and estates law, workers' compensation law, personal injury law, municipal 
and school law, and more. For more information about how Nowlan & Mouat can assist in 
navigating life’s most challenging and rewarding chapters with optimal outcomes, please visit 
https://nowlan.com/ or phone (608) 755-8100. 
 
 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
With the extension of the Stay-At-Home order for the State of Wisconsin, our Church will continue to 
remain on the schedule of on-line worship and e mail contact with no gatherings here at the Church.  
The office will continue to be manned by Robin Prestil on Monday, Wednesdays and Friday from 8 to 
noon only.  We will continue to prepare bulletins and newsletters, film our worship services for 
streaming on Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. and be in contact with our members through phone and 
email as much as possible.  Please do not hesitate to call either Rev. Baumgartner (517-899-6784) or 
Rev. Van Galder (608-295-2141).    
 
 

First Congregational Church 
801 Bushnell Street, Beloit, WI 53511 
608-362-4821 Pastor: 517-899-6784 

Office hours: 8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Mon.-Fri. 
Worship Service – Sunday, 10:00 a.m. 

Email: info@firstcon.org 
Website www.firstcon.org 

 
 

 
Birthdays 

May 1- Katie Landon 

May 5- Rachel Macklem 

May 6- Henry Knueppel 

May 10- Connie Van Galder 

May 15- Marge Austin 

May 18- Kathy Wicks 

   Robin Prestil 

May 25- Marie Martin 

Anniversaries 

May 1- Richard and Marion Wanninger 

https://nowlan.com/
mailto:info@firstcon.org
http://www.firstcon.org/
http://www.mayflower1620.org/

