
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 2, 2020 

 
The service of worship begins with the first gift of God – the music of the 
organ. May you feel the Spirit of God through the power and quietness as you 
become comfortable and prepare to worship. 
*Please stand as you are able Listening devices are available 

Large Print Bulletins are available 
 

WE GATHER TO PRAISE GOD 
 

PRELUDE                                                        Hymn Preludes                            Charles W. Ore  
Copyright 1989 Concordia Publishing House 

“The First Day of the Week”(Kentucky 93rd) 
“Behold a Host Arrayed in White” 

“At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing” 
 

PASTORAL WELCOME 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader: God invites us into the sanctuary of the divine presence. 
People: We enter with awe and devotion to meet  together with 

God. 
Leader: This is a safe place where we know we are loved. 
People: We feel the presence of God’s Spirit and the Spirit of 

God’s people. 



Leader: Here God invites us to look honestly at our own lives. 
People: We trust God’s love and open our hearts today. 
Leader: Know that God loves you as you are, but God sees you as you 

can be. 
People: May we honestly examine our lives so that we can 

become all that God created us to be. 
 
*GATHERING PRAYER (IN UNISON) 

O God who is nearer to us than our own breath: Give us the faith 
to trust in your love so that we may look at our lives, celebrating 
where you are evident and correcting those places where we have 
shut you out; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
MUSIC                                  "Sing a New Song"                            Daniel L. Schutte 

copyright 1972, 1974, Daniel L. Schutte. Administered by PCP 

 
THE GOOD NEWS 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON                                        1 Peter 3.8-17 

 
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 
THE GOOD NEWS 

“Prepositions” (Based on a sermon by Rev. Stanley Crosland) 
 The Rev Gene Van Galder, preaching 

 
MUSIC                              “Blessings”                             Laura Story 

Copyright 2011 New Springs, a division of Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PRAYER CONCERNS 
 Les Wicker, and Tony Prestil 
 

QUIET PRAYER, PASTORAL PRAYER 
Our Father, who are in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, 
your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For yours is the kingdom, and the power and the glory 
forever. Amen. 
 

  



CONGREGATIONAL INSIGHT 
 

WE GO OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 
MUSIC                      “He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands”                spiritual 

 
BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE             Little Prelude and Fuge in G Major                     J.S. .Bach 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS 

Preaching ………………………………......The Rev. Gene Van Galder 
Liturgist……………………………………The Rev. Joy A. Baumgartner 
Organist and Director …………….……………………….…..Max Yount 
Soloist……………………………………………………….…Cheryl Kitto 
Ushers……………………………….David Nordstrom and Jeff Perrigo 

 
First Congregational Church of Beloit 

Is a Member of 
The National Association of Congregational Christian Churches 

And the Wisconsin Conference of Congregational Churches 
 

Welcome to First Congregational Church 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in the worship, study, 
fellowship and service of this congregation. 
If you are a guest with us this morning, our ushers are available to assist you. 
Individual listening devices for improved sound. Large Print Bulletins are available 
for those with hearing or sight needs. Please ask an usher if you would like one. 
Restrooms are located to your left as you leave the worship space.  
 
 
To Assure the Safety of all our worshipers 
We follow The Temporary Dynamics of Worship 

• Social Distancing 

• Wearing of Masks 

• No Communion 

• No Congregational Singing    

• Offering – please place in the basket 

• No Greeting or Fellowship Time 
 
 

  



Ushering 
If you would be interested in ushering please call the Church office and let them know. 
We currently have the 4th and 5th Sundays open. 
 

This Week at Church  
August 2, MUSICA MAXIMA 3pm 
August 3, Staff Meeting 8:30am 

August 5, Al-Anon 10am 
August 9, Worship 10am The Rev. Joy A. Baumgartner, preaching 

 

MISSION OF THE MONTH 
 

16:49 16 Hours and 49 minutes...The time between school 
ending one day and starting the next, for some kids, are the 
longest hours of their entire lives. 
 
Project 16:49 is a local non-profit organization serving Rock County’s unaccompanied 
homeless teens. We believe every child deserves an opportunity to succeed. To that 
end, Project 16:49 ensures access to the services and support these students need to 
remain in school, graduate and become self-sufficient adults. This is accomplished 
primarily through two avenues: 

1. Securing access to safe and stable housing 
* We work with Safe Families for Children to obtain host homes/families for 
short and longer-term housing for youth under 18 years of age. 
* We provide supervised shared living opportunities for youth ages 18 – 20 
who meet our eligibility criteria, as space allows. 

2. Providing case management and support to youth as they work to complete an 
individual goal plan. Plans address seven key areas and are designed to help 
youth overcome barriers and acquire knowledge and skills to live independently. 

 
FACTS about Rock County’s Children 
• 1 in 4 children live in poverty. 
• Approximately 1,000 students are identified as homeless each school year.  
• 160+ homeless teens are living without a parent or guardian.  
• Only 60–75% of unaccompanied homeless seniors graduate high school on time 

without intervention.  
• 21–37%  of unaccompanied and homeless high school girls are or become 

pregnant.  
• The increased lifetime contribution to society of a student who receives his/her 

diploma is $127,000. 
 
See https://project1649.org/ 

  

https://project1649.org/
https://www.project1649.org/


 
 
 
Did you know Samuel J. Mills… 
 
“American missions, both home and foreign, owe more to Samuel J. Mills than to any 
other one person in American religious history.” Mills was a student at Williams College 
in 1806 when he and a number of other students took cover under a haystack, seeking 
shelter from a fierce storm. This would become famous as “the Haystack Prayer 
Meeting,” because the students prayed for the conversion of people in Asia. While at 
Andover Seminary, the group of friends communicated their dream to the faculty and to 
other Congregationalist leaders, and in 1810 the American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions was established. According to Harry Butman, one opponent of this 
project “objected to the export of religion when we had so little of it for foreign 
consumption,” but a supporter countered with these words: “Religion is a 
commodity of which the more we exported the more we had remaining.”  
 
Mills and his four friends were ordained in 1812, and soon the four (without Mills, who 
was ill) were on their way to India. (Two of the men became Baptists on the journey, 
perhaps God’s way of allowing Congregationalists to play a role in the beginning of 
Baptist foreign missions.) Samuel Mills, rather than go to India, decided to do home 
mission work on the American frontier (which seems hardly less challenging than 
traveling to Asia). 
 
Mills would be instrumental in founding the American Home Missionary Society. He and 
Lyman Beecher and others founded the American Bible Society in 1816. Historian 
Sydney Ahlstrom says, “In countless ways the Haystack Prayer Meeting continued to 
have repercussions throughout the world.” 

…was a Congregationalist? 
 

Celebrating 400 Years of American Congregationalism 
Learn more about our Congregational History at naccc.org 

 

  

http://www.mayflower1620.org/


 

 

Senior Staff 
Rev. Joy A. Baumgartner, Pastor 

517-899-6784-cell 
Joyannbrev@gmail.com 

The Rev. Gene Van Galder, Pastor 
608-295-2141-cell 

gvangalder@yahoo.com 

The Rev. Kendell Nordstrom, Minister Emeritus 

Max Yount, Director of Music Ministries and Organist 
608-921-7036-cell 

 
Support Staff 

Robin Prestil, Administrative Assistant 
608-322-1518-cell 

Etta Patten, Cleaning Custodian 
Richard Wanninger, Maintenance Custodian 

 
Church Council Officers 

Moderator, Donna Trimm 
donnadoc@hotmail.com  

Moderator Elect, Pat McCleary 
Treasurer, Charles Harker 

Clerk, Karen Adell 
 

First Congregational Church 
801 Bushnell St. 

Beloit, Wisconsin 53511 
608-362-4821 

WIFI Password: firstcon 
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