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PASTOR’S PASSAGE 
“…forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies 
ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of 
God in Christ Jesus.”     Philippians 3:13-14 
 
As I write this article and the season of Lent is just beginning, I find 
myself remembering all the Lenten services of the past years. Ash 
Wednesday when many churches share the service of Holy 
Communion and then come forward for the laying on of ashes on 
the foreheads of each member. It is an intimate kind of service with 
physical touching, eating and tasting the bread and the wine, and 
words of old bringing us back to an earlier time.  
 
We proceed through Lent remembering the life and teachings of 
Jesus and the struggles of his Disciples to understand the meaning 
of his life and his lessons, hoping that he would become a King and 
hold great power over the land. Even at the end of his life, they 
were still confused by his presence. 
 
Then Holy Week comes and many churches observe Maundy 
Thursday with a re-enactment of Jesus washing the feet of his 
Disciples, and the remembrance of the Last Supper. Some churches 
celebrate the Seder meal along with their Jewish friends. And on 



Good Friday, many churches in entire communities join together as 
pastors preach on the Seven Last Words of Jesus.  
 
As we enter this time, with all the conflict and confusion with the 
political situation on top of the COVID19 pandemic, we want to 
forget what is behind and strain forward to what lies ahead. Can we 
calm ourselves and take some time to appreciate the love of God 
and one another? Can we recommit ourselves to following the way 
of Christ and leave behind all the rancor and fear of this past year?  
 
I believe it is definitely time for us to press on toward the goal of 
discovering once more the importance and delight of living a life 
modeled after Jesus. To explore his teachings, be enlightened by 
the Gospels and Epistles that help us make sense of this wondrous 
event, and then move toward the idea of Resurrection – new life, 
new love. 
 
As we worship each Sunday, whether in person beginning March 7 
or by our live streaming, we give thanks that we have the 
opportunity to refresh our souls and fill our minds with newness. 
Let’s not miss this chance to be closer to one another and to our 
God. 
      Lenten Blessings, 
        Joy 
 
 

 
 



MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
Peace Within 

 
Many of us are frustrated with the world around us: a worldwide pandemic 
has brought death and dislocation, our capitol was attacked by right wing 
terrorists, natural disasters of hurricanes, floods, and fires, the issues of 
equity and fairness for people of color in our society, and the list goes on. It 
seems that our nation and the world are struggling and we seem powerless 
to address it. Beyond concerns of the world, we as individuals have issues 
that arise related to health, finances, and relationships. At certain points in 
our life, we can be overwhelmed by what we are facing. People throughout 
the ages have faced the uncertainties and difficulties of life.  
 
One person who was overwhelmed with personal challenges was Francis of 
Assisi who lived in a small Italian village in the late 12th and early 13th 
centuries. He was the son of a rich merchant and was quite the playboy. He 
had a personal crisis in which he decided to embrace the life of a monk. His 
father was very upset and threatened to disown him, but Francis moved 
forward in service to the Lord. In the midst of all that happened, Francis 
wrote a poem that has moved generations ever since. The words are to 
help those who are seeking a sense of peace in their life. During this time of 
Lent, may his words be a source of comfort and a call to service. 
 
“Lord make me an instrument of Your peace 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love. 
Where there is injury, pardon. 
Where there is doubt, faith. 
Where there is despair, hope. 
Where there is darkness, light. 
Where there is sadness, joy. 
O Divine Master grant that I may 



Not so much to seek to be consoled as to console. 
Not to be understood, as to understand. 
To be loved, as to love. 
For it is in the giving that we receive 
And it’s in the pardoning that we pardoned. 
And it’s in the dying that we are born to eternal life. 
Amen      
 
As Paul Harvey would say- “and now the rest of the story”: Francis’ work 
among the poor and needy propelled him into sainthood. I have been to 
Assisi and by the house that he was born in there is a statue of Francis 
being reunited with his father and mother who both recognized the saintly 
work of their son. Gene 

 

 
 

DONNA’S DELIBERATIONS 
Dear Church Family, 
The Council met February 17 via zoom. Remember, Robin is able to 
show you the approved minutes if needed.  
 
During January’s Council meeting it was approved to get rid of the 
dishwasher and the commercial stove in the kitchen. The 
dishwasher can’t be used since the pipes and drain are too small to 
handle the amount of dirty water being released. The commercial 
gas stove is difficult to use for the average cook. It hasn’t been used 
in a long time. There is also a noncommercial smaller gas stove that 
is used.  
 



I have been working on making the pantry and kitchen user friendly 
to our members and to others using our facilities. We hope to sell 
the commercial gas stove and the commercial dishwasher. With a 
lot of internet searching both items currently are old models. 
Selling them may be difficult, but we hope to sell them through a 
local auction company. Whatever money we make will be used 
towards a second noncommercial gas stove and two dishwashers 
all of which you could find in anyone’s kitchen. Most people would 
then be able to use them with little difficulty. We will keep you 
informed of the outcome. 
 
The Gifts of Love collections have been changed. Since COVID kept 

folks from coming to the church, items were picked up or taken to 

different charities. However, the only items wanted were clean 

clothes, linens, towels, etc. Please NO furniture, housewares, 

kitchen wares, nor electronics such as TVs, printers, and computers 

etc. We can’t throw the electronic stuff in the trash. It must be taken 

to a special place for discard. If any of the needs change, we will let 

you know. Meanwhile, clothes can be turned into the church. For 

now, we’re storing them in the multipurpose room. 

This brings me to some of the changes going on in our basement 

rooms. Much of the space has not been used in a long time. The 

Archives are moving to the classroom under Joy’s office. Kendall 

can now think without the sound of pipes and motors making a 

racket around him. Plus, folks who wish to look at archived items 

will have an easier time finding things once the archives are all 

organized and carefully documented.  



The old archive space will be used for storage of furniture and 

other large items needing a home till they can be used. The other 

classroom and spaces are still being reviewed, organized, and 

cleaned. I’ll keep you updated as we progress with this 

undertaking. 

 

Meanwhile, the goal is to complete some of this work before we are 

able to use the facilities for church potlucks, get-togethers, or 

outreach activities. Hopefully we can do this come summer.  

 

My Thoughts 

January and February have been interesting and stressful months 

politically, socially, as isolation continues for many. Finding ways to 

cope can be quite challenging. One way that helps me is to review 

some of the many amazing instances where God answered prayers 

positively, said “no”, or said, “Wait! With my timing everything will 

fall into place. Be patient!” Those times remind me that God is still 

in control of my life and still very much wants to be a part of all my 

choices if I ask. Therefore, I’m going to tell some of the stories that 

give me courage and hope. Meanwhile, start making your own list 

of those times God’s hand definitely was present for you. Your list 

can be a great encouragement to refer to when times are hard. 

 

One Christmas, my parents, baby brother, and I (age 3) drove in our 

Studebaker from Massachusetts to Manlius, New York (near 

Syracuse) to visit grandparents for the holidays. One of the gifts I 

received was a toy pink metal 2-foot-tall hutch with shelves, a 

drawer, and a cupboard at the bottom. I called it my “dolly house”. I 

loved that thing and enjoyed putting all my little keepsakes and 

toys in it.  



 

For the trip home, my dad carefully tied our suitcases, boxes, etc. 

onto the roof of the car as was custom in those days. The trip home 

was on route 90 (now an interstate) and it took all day. Finally, we 

were home. I asked for my dolly house, but my dad was dismayed 

to find the rope had broken and the dolly house box was missing 

from the top of the car. There was no way to know where it had 

fallen off. Furthermore, it being winter, there was plenty of 

snowbanks and more snow coming down to make it impossible to 

find till spring, even if he could look for it. He sadly told me what 

had happened. Now part of this story I’ve heard so many times, so 

don’t necessarily remember all the details. But I had been taught to 

pray which I immediately did asking God to help find my dolly 

house. You can imagine the angst my parents felt with such a 

request. No reasoning with me would do. I had asked Jesus and 

that was that! Every day, I would pray the same prayer that God 

would find my dolly house. 

 

My dad thought he’d try one thing that might help. He wrote a 

letter to the New York State Police and told them about the box and 

one little girl’s prayer. Several weeks went by. Now it was into 

February over a month since Christmas when winter seems to come 

on stronger than ever. I continued praying for my dolly house and 

my parents continued worrying about how they would help me 

understand this impossible request. 

 

One day after my nap, there was a knock on the door. A 

Massachusetts State policeman was standing there holding a 

familiar box. I knew what it was and immediately thanked Jesus for 

finding my dolly house. My parents could hardly believe it. A New 



York State policeman had found it by the side of route 90 and 

passed it on to the Massachusetts State Police to deliver it.  

 

I still have that dolly house as pictured here with Mona the cat 

sitting by it. This toy has served 

many times as a witness to the 

power of prayer and to the 

miraculous love from God for a 

little child’s plea. If God answered 

the impossible and insignificant 

request of a child, how much more 

does He love each of us isolated in 

our homes and worried about so 

many things. I hope your courage 

doesn’t waver and you have the 

knowledge of a loving God who 

cares about you in your specific 

situation.  

 

Your sister in Christ, 

Donna 

donnadoc@hotmail.com 
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MUSIC NOTES FROM MAX  
Greetings to everyone! 

We look forward to getting together in person. 

In the spirit of opening our services to in -person 

attendance, we have planned a MUSICA MAXIMA 

concert on Sunday, March 28, 3 pm. This will be a program joyously 

celebrating SPRING, with Emily Sobacki, violin, and myself at the organ, 

harpsichord and piano (not all at once) We hope you can come to enjoy. 

Our music on Sunday mornings will look towards bright spring, as well. Our 

faithful choir of Cheryl Kitto and Kay and Kendell Nordstrom will continue 

to be with us. Their hymn singing has been a major enrichment to our 

worship experience, and my thanks to them is genuine and overflowing. 

OUR MISSION GIVING 
I am very proud to serve a Church where mission has always been a focus. 
Each month we have budgeted monies to assure that all of the missions we 
support have funds for serving the community in need. And we also are 
what’s called a “FAIRE SHARE PLUS GIVING CHURCH” in our Association, the 
National Association of Congregational Christian Churches. This means that 
we support our association that reaches out to help churches search for 
new pastors, provide staffing to churches requesting assistance with 
conflict management, supply information about Christian Education 
curriculums and train lay ministers, insure mission legitimacy so that all 
monies are given to qualified missions, provide seminary education 
support, host history and polity courses and continuing education for 
pastors, provide multiple fellowship opportunities for churches and pastors, 
and provide numerous financial opportunities. Yes, that’s a lot. But even 
more important is the sense of fellowship and collegiality among churches 



and Pastors as we support one another in serving Christ through our 
churches. We are part of something bigger than our local Church. We share 
with others to spread the Good News around the world. And we are 
accountable to one another. We celebrate our participation in this blessed 
Association of Churches. JB 

 
Prayer for the Church 

Loving and Eternal God, you have abundantly blessed us with the power to 
reach out and make a difference in the world. We ask that you bless our 
ministry through our Church and increase our love for one another and our 
community. Help us honor our history and seek your will as we march into 
our future in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

MISSION OF THE MONTH  
The Power of Caring 

2,213    5,940    446,787 
Greetings from Caritas, 
You might be wondering about the numbers in bold at the top of this page. 
They are important to the life of Caritas. In 2019, 2,213 are the number of 
different households Caritas served. Not every household needed us every 
month, but we were there for them when they were in need. 
Those households represent people, 5,770 in fact. Plus, about 105 Beloit 
School District High School Students who have been identified as homeless 
that Caritas provides food for the weekend, every school year week. Then 
there are the families at the Domestic Violence Shelter Caritas supports 
every other week with food. Again, about 35 people served per month. Last 
and not least, about 30 people, in three different apartment complexes, 
with limited mobility that we provide food to monthly. 



Then there is the 446,787 pounds of food Caritas distributed last year. Not 
every household or individual used Caritas services every month, but we 
were there for everyone. 
Caritas serves more than those who come through our door. We go where 
we are needed, to serve our community. This is what the power of your 
caring has accomplished. We don’t know what the coming year holds, but 
with your donation, Caritas will make the future a little brighter for our 
fellow neighbors. 
With a grateful heart, 

Max P Dodson 
Executive Director 
A 501(c)(3) organization 

 
Caritas needs soup, size 6 diapers, baby wipes! 

 

GIFTS OF LOVE OFFERINGS 

This past year, we became aware that those who come for 
assistance to the Church are really only in need of clothing and 
linens. Many do not have permanent homes or places to stay, so 
items such as kitchen ware, housewares or even furniture are just 
not feasible and we then have to dispose of these items through 
other charities. If you want to donate to the Gifts of Love, please 
bring only clean clothing or bedding such as sheets, pillowcases, 
quilts or blankets, and possibly good clean towels, and washcloths.  
Also, CLEAN NEW SOCKS ARE GREATLY NEEDED.  
NO ELECTRONICS OF ANY KIND. These are the items our 
charities have indicated are most needed in the community. Thank 
you so much for your donations.   

 

RETURNING TO IN-PERSON WORSHIP 
As we look forward to March 7 for in-person worship, there are 



things we will have to remember in order to be safe together. When 
you arrive, an usher will direct you to a mask if you are not wearing 
one, the bulletins on a table for you to choose, hearing devices if 
you are in need, where to locate offering plates for your gifts, and 
instructions on where to sit in the sanctuary for social distancing. It 
seems like a lot, but after a year, we are used to these precautions 
in almost every public setting. We are thrilled to make it possible 
for our congregation and community to worship together once 
more.  HAPPY HOMECOMING! 
 
 

SLU will be starting SLU virtual classes shortly. We 
know this has been a long time since we met and are 
really looking forward to having in person classes. 
But we can enjoy the virtual ones. We will keep you 
updated. Gene has volunteered to do a class along 
with some others. 
 
 

 
 
Birthdays 
March 13 Ed Neubauer 
March 14 Max Yount 
March 19 Irene Mc Cleary 
March 24 Michelle Barnett 
              Ellen Wolowic 
March 27 Julie Gram 
 

 
 



March Calendar 
March 1, Staff Meeting 9am  
March 7 Worship 10am The Rev. Gene Van Galder, preaching 
March 8 Staff Meeting 9am, Gathering Space 
March 10 Al-Anon10am, Gathering Space 
March 14 Worship 10am The Rev. Joy A. Baumgartner, preaching 
         Daylight Savings Time Starts 
March 15 Staff Meeting 9am 
March 17 Al-Anon10am, Gathering Space 
                  Easter Lily orders due 
March 21 Worship 10am The Rev. Gene Van Galder, preaching 
         Church Council Meeting after Church 
March 22 Staff Meeting 9am 
March 24 Al-Anon10am, Gathering Space 
March 28 Worship 10am The Rev. Joy A. Baumgartner, preaching 
         Palm Sunday 
         MUSICA MAXIMA Concert 3pm In-Person 
March 29 Staff Meeting 9am 
March 31 Al-Anon10am, Gathering Space 

 

 



 

An Easter lily this year is $15.00. The office will order them March 19th. 
Please turn in this form by March 17th 2021. Please circle how many: 
 
1 Lily $15.00       2 Lilies $30.00      3 Lilies $45.00       4 Lilies $60.00 
 
 
Name_______________________________ Phone__________________ 
 
in Memory of: ________________________________________________ 
 
in Honor of: __________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
I will bring my own flowers on Easter morning 
 
in Memory of: ________________________________________________ 
 
in Honor of: __________________________________________________ 

 
 



The comfort connection 

Amid suffering, we might feel alone and wonder what good can 
come of it. But later we may discover ourselves equipped to serve 
precisely because of what we experienced. 

Writer and civil rights activist James Baldwin stated: “You think your 
pain and heartbreak are unprecedented … but then you read. 
[Books] taught me that the things that tormented me the most were 
the very things that connected me with all the people who were 
alive or who had ever been alive.” Whether through books or direct 
human interaction, we often learn that our suffering connects us to 
other people and that our pain gains meaning by moving us to 
support someone else who’s hurting. 

Paul writes of such connection: “Praise be to … the Father of 
compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our 
troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the 
comfort we ourselves receive from God” (2 Corinthians 1:3-4, NIV). 
May you share the comfort you have received from God with others 
in pain. As a bonus, along the way you’ll realize you’re not — and 
never have been — alone.  
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