
 
 

SUNDAY, May 31, 2020 
A MESSAGE OF PRAYER AND WORSHIP 

 
PURPOSE: It has now been weeks since the stay-at-home order came to assist in stemming the 
spread of the COVID-10 virus, and so rather than gathering in our sanctuary for worship, we are 
spending this time together either reading or viewing this service on our computers. We have come to 
realize that we do not have to be in the same building to feel the closeness and spiritual enrichment 
of others. That is the Church. We are never apart spiritually. We are connected heart and soul. And 
so we hope this service will bring you spiritual nourishment and will inspire you throughout this week. 
No matter where we are, we can celebrate each and every special day in Spirit. May you continue to 
be enriched by the Resurrected Spirit. 
 
PLEASE PONDER: Each day that passes brings us one day closer to getting lives back to normal, 
developing a protocol of treatment, and a vaccination. Please hold all of our caretakers in your 
prayers as they risk their lives to care for others. 
 
PRAYER 
 Loving and Gracious God, as the summer comes upon us, we give you thanks for the 
beauty of this world. We ask that you continue to inspire us to care for the earth and all of 
your creatures with respect so that the world may be a place of peace and nurture. Lord, we 
work as your people to do justice, to love mercy and to walk humbly in the footsteps of our 
Lord. We pray that you will inspire us as your Church to preach the Good News with integrity, 
and to teach and bring healing to those in need with the love of Christ in our hearts. Help us to 
be true “Good Samaritans” as we work and service in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 
THE GOOD NEWS 

 
Commentary: Today we find ourselves reading from the last Gospel written and assembled after the 
death of Jesus. John’s Gospel is not one of the synoptic, or story Gospels since it was written over 
100 years after Jesus lived and died. But it is one of inspiration, using many of the stories from the 
other Gospels. But basically, It is a teaching document, with the intention of examining and declaring 
to the readers that Jesus is Lord.  Since it is so long after Jesus’ death, the people are often 
disregarding the message and falling back on their commitment. John’s Gospel is written to once 
again remind them that Jesus’ is Lord, the Son of God. This story is written just after the story of 
Jesus and his mother attending the wedding at Cana where his first registered miracle was 
performed. He has gone to rest for a few days and this story finds him at the Temple.  Like in many 
other instances, we find John taking one of the familiar stories of Jesus and explaining the meaning of 
the story in a new way to help them understand the reality of the Resurrection. 
 
  



JOHN 2:13-22 
 

“The Passover of the Jews was near and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he found 
people selling cattle, sheep and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. Making 
a whip of cords, he drove all of these out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also 
poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. He told those who 
were selling the doves, ‘Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a 
marketplace!’ His disciples remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for your house will consume 
me’. The Jews then said to him, ‘What sign can you show us for doing this?’ Jesus answered 
them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.’ The Jews then said, ‘This temple 
has been under construction for forty-six years and will you raise it up in three days?’ But he 
was speaking of the temple as his body. After, he was raised from the dead, his disciples 
remembered that he had said this, and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had 
spoken.” 

 
Here ends the reading of Holy Scripture. May God bless this reading and our understanding of the 
Holy Word. Amen. 
 

CLEANING HOUSE 
 
 Any time we read and compare the Gospels, we find similarities, yet great differences. This 
story is a great example of the difference in time and author. Unlike the three synoptic Gospels, John 
doesn’t wait until the end of his Gospel to teach this lesson.  He includes it early in the second 
Chapter, attending to his purpose of emphasizing the Resurrection. Jesus first dramatic act in John’s 
Gospel is to take the whip in hand and clean house at the Temple. 
 
 This story, however, is one those lessons that has been misinterpreted throughout history, 
quoted at political rallies to ward off gambling and the lottery, for instance. It is used as an example of 
Jesus’ humanity through his rage and dangerous action. But they missed the message here. So I 
thought I would tell the story in a modern vernacular this morning and see if you might find another 
meaning if we look at it from the vision of our world today. 
 
 The story begins like any other day. I walk up the hill and move toward the Church doors. The 
sun is shining, and the world seems quiet, until I hear it. Loud sounds. Some kind of commotion is 
going on inside the Church. Things are crashing. What in the world is going on? 
 
 I hear voices shouting, “No, stop that! You can’t do that. Why are you smashing up the 
Church?” I approach the door and I’m horrified at what I see. Hymnals and sheets of music are flying 
around, being thrown onto the floor by a lunatic. But it gets worse. 
 
 The Pulpit Bible is hurled toward me – I have to duck. The Bible with its beautiful gold edges 
explodes into several pieces and it is torn, the front cover listing the memorial given by a family is no 
longer attached. My heart sinks. What kind of nut would through the Bible onto the ground? Has 
anyone called the police? 
 
 But it’s not over yet. The pew cushions are torn, the tables in the gathering space are next, 
brochures and envelopes and newsletters scattered in the breeze. The communion plates and cups 
and the Baptismal Font is toppled. Then I see that he has moved to the office, files and computers 
and lists of pledges and baptisms and marriages and deaths are scattered throughout. The sacred 
computer is destroyed. 
 



 As I look outside, I see the communion table lying on its side, broken legs jutting out. The 
candles and the offering plates scattered on the lawn. And the white parament hangings are now 
draped over the broken remnants that were so sacred to us. The pulpit is toppled over, looking like it 
has given up ever standing again. Everything is gone. This place in which we took such pride – took 
so much care to preserve and decorate for each season. Who would do this? 
 
 It is then that the Moderator comes running out and declares, “It is Jesus! Jesus is cleaning 
house!” Jesus? My meek and mild friend, Jesus? My friend who has been loyal to the Temple?” She 
responds, “Yes, I saw him burst in while we were setting things up and boy was he mad!” 
 
 Jesus is cleaning house? What can this mean? I don’t have any record of him being in the 
Temple and causing any disruption since he was a child and debated and embarrassed the priests 
and the elders. But then I remember. It’s been going on for a while so we just all ignored it. The 
money changers have been dishonest, cheating the poor especially. They bring their doves and 
animals and exchange them for money to present an offering to the Lord during worship. But they are 
at the mercy of those money changers and have to take what they offer. Their gifts are diminished by 
their dishonesty. Jesus saw it. He knew. It was time to clean house! 
 
 Yes, he knows people need the Temple for worship. He knows all should pay their fair share. 
Sure, they can talk to God anywhere as they walk to market or hunt for food or sit at home, but the 
beautiful building with the organ and hymnals, communion ware and flowers – it’s a matter of pride. 
We love the beauty and majesty of this building. 
 
 Now some ask if we need that big building, the choir, the clergy. Jesus takes a whip and drives 
out the cheaters who would take advantage of the poor. He kicks over the table, drives out the 
animals, and dumps the cash drawers of the money changers. He tosses them out and declares to 
them, “Stop treating my Father’s house as a mega-mall!”   
 
 It is then that his disciples remember that it is written, “Passion for God’s house has consumed 
me.” You see, that’s what this is all about. It’s about the total pre-occupation with the Temple building. 
With the money. With the things that don’t really matter. It’s about treating people fairly as one family. 
No one better than another.   
 
 In just a few years, the Temple in that story would be in ruins. Jesus seemed to be saying, 
“Your building is not such a big deal. Destroy it and I will build it up in three days.” Did you hear it? 
Later, the disciples got it! In three days, he would rise from the dead. He would continue to be with us. 
He would be a reality, while the temple would fall.   
 
 This beautiful Church is simply a place set aside for us to gather. We are the Church. This is 
our sanctuary from the outside world, but if we become pre-occupied with it only as a building, we 
have lost Christ. The hymnals, pulpit, communion ware, baptismal fond are only symbols that remind 
us of God’s love. The rituals keep us grounded in memory. None of this is the way to get to God.  
God has already gotten us! All of these beautiful songs and sacred aids to worship can become 
graven images if we focus our attention of them rather than the love of Christ. 
 
 This story came to symbolize a new way to praise God. The high altar became a dinner table 
where we share the bread and wine with everyone. The word of God becomes real and flesh as we 
feel the Spirit of Christ and follow his way in the world.  
 
 Yes, I changed the story into modern language imagery, but the dynamic  of the story is the 
same. The truth is, Jesus was consumed by passion for the Temple, but it was justice and truth that 



caused him to purify God’s house and use the image to remind them of his own life, death, and 
resurrection. 
 
 That’s what Jesus does for us! He drives out the idolatry in our lives, cleanses us until we 
shine the light of God into the world around us. He takes our Church and our bumbling attempts at 
praise and transforms them into a pure acclamation of praise. 
 
 This day let Jesus whip us into shape. Let him clean us up, dust us off, until we are truly able 
to focus on him and we are changed. We are new. In word and deed, our Sundays are a true gift. 
Then Monday comes? What do we do then? Amen.  
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

HYMN 486                                     “God  Is Here! As We His People”                      Abbot’s Leigh 
 

God is here!  As we His people meet to offer praise and prayer. 
May we find in fuller measure what it is in Christ we share; 
Here as in the world around us all our varied skills and arts, 
Wait the coming of His Spirit into open minds and hearts 
 
Here are symbols to remind us of our lifelong need of grace; 
Here are table, font and pulpit, here the cross has central place; 
Here in honesty of preaching, here in silence as in speech. 
Here in newness and renewal God the Spirit comes to each. 
 
Here our children find a welcome in the Shepherd’s flock and fold, 
Here, as bread and wine are taken, Christ sustains us as of old; 
Here the servants of the Servant seek in worship to explore 
What it means in daily living to believe and to adore. 
 
Lord of all, of church and kingdom, in an age of change and doubt, 
Keep us faithful to the gospel, Help us work your purpose out. 
Here, in this day’s dedication, all we have to give, receive; 
We who cannot live without You, we adore you, we believe.” 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE 

Loving God, we come to you and ask that you might teach us the silence of humility, the 
silence of wisdom, the silence of love, the silence that speaks to us without words: the silence 
of faith. Lord, teach us to silence our own hearts and minds, that we may listen to the 
movement of your Spirit and feel that presence in the depths of our being. We gather together 
in Spirit this day and pray and learn together in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
A PRAYER OF INTERSESSION:  

Please silently meditate. 
Please pray for people you know who need help, support, and love. 
Please pray for our community, nation, and world as we face COVID-19. 

 
OFFERING 
The needs of the church are ongoing, so please be faithful with your gifts. Besides mailing in your 
tithes and offerings, you may go to our website www.firstcon.org and donate online under the tab 
“Giving”. 

http://www.firstcon.org/


 
Prayer for the Church 

Loving and Eternal God, you have abundantly blessed us with the power to reach out and make a 
difference in the world. We ask that you bless our ministry through our Church and increase our love 
for one another and our community. Help us honor our history and seek your will as we march into 
our future in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

 
Please subscribe to our You Tube channel- 
First Congregational Church of Beloit, WI 

 
 

The Church service will be aired on  
Facebook at First Congregational Church of Beloit, Wisconsin 

and on the website www.firstcon.org  
at 10am, Sunday morning 

 
 

About the Hymn, “God is here! As We His People” 

The name of the Rev. F. Pratt Green is one of the best-known of the contemporary school of 

hymnwriters in the British Isles. His name and writings appear in practically every new hymnal and 
"hymn supplement" wherever English is spoken and sung. And now they are appearing in American 
hymnals, poetry magazines, and anthologies. 

Mr. Green was born in Liverpool, England, in 1903. Ordained in the British Methodist ministry, he has 
been pastor and district superintendent in Brighton and York, and now served in Norwich. There he 
continued to write new hymns "that fill the gap between the hymns of the first part of this century and 
the 'far-out' compositions that have crowded into some churches in the last decade or more." 
 
MISSION 
Our MISSION OF THE MONTH FOR MAY AGAIN WILL BE SECOND HARVEST which serves those 
with the need for assistance with food.  As you know, with the COVID-19 virus and the stay at home 
orders and the loss of many jobs and temporary lay-offs, the need has increased.  Please be aware 
that our usual loose offering at worship would be sent to our mission of the month.  Of course, with 
our meeting online, we are missing that offering.  If you can either donate food or send a monetary 
gift marked “mission” it would be a great help in feeding the hungry in our city. 
 
Also, CARITAS, our mission from March, is serving more than double the amount of families usually 
asking for assistance. They have a website as well so that you can make a monetary donation, or you 
may leave bags of food at the Church on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 8 until noon. Just 
ring the doorbell and you can place the bags in the entry way off the back-parking lot. Thank you for 
your generosity. 
 
 

 

http://www.firstcon.org/
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=kA13Itmx&id=297B64590FF43B650E442976C694A1B0F5F7A276&thid=OIP.kA13Itmxev0ytEqrJf_f1gHaHa&mediaurl=http://www.clipartbest.com/cliparts/di8/6oR/di86oRMyT.png&exph=7200&expw=7200&q=youtube+clipart&simid=607988294462865899&selectedIndex=15


 

  Did you know Katherine Lee Bates…? 
 
Katherine Lee Bates is best known as the author of “America the Beautiful” 
but she did much more than that. Her father Rev. William Bates died soon 
after she was born. Her mother, Cornelia Frances Lee raised her and her 
family. Despite a difficult start Katherine got a college education at 
Wellesley and, with some prize money, went on to study further at Oxford 
University in England. She came back to Wellesley to teach but did not stop 
there.  
 
She pioneered courses in American Literature, wrote a text to support the 
courses and established American Literature as a discipline. Katherine was 
known as a mentor and encourager of young women. She authored books 
of poetry, travel, essays, children’s, and young people's literature. She 
popularized the figure of Mrs. Santa Claus.  
 
Near the end of WW I she became a war correspondent for the New York 
Times. She wrote for The Congregationalist and Christian Century. It was 
on a trip to Colorado and climbing Pikes Peak that she was inspired to write 
“America the Beautiful”. 
 

…was a Congregationalist? 
 
 

Celebrating 400 Years of American Congregationalism 
Learn more about our Congregational History at naccc.org 

 
 
 
 

http://www.mayflower1620.org/

