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PASTOR’S PASSAGE 
This is our last 2020 newsletter! It’s difficult to believe that this year 
has gone by and so much has happened in our lives. And still, our 
Church Family is together and you have all remained faithful in your 
loyalty and love of God and one another. As this year ends and the 
new one begins, I want to begin with thanks. Thanks to our 
wonderful staff who have kept the faith and the church providing 
for our people in spite of immense challenges.  
To Gene Van Galder, our Pastor and my incredible associate, for his 
presence and support, his attention to detail and his true pastoral 
self.  
Each Sunday, I marvel at the incredible talent and expertise of our 
Director of Music and Organist Max Yount. Max not only rehearses 
and prepares for every worship service carefully, but also because 
of his knowledge of musicians and their talent, is able to recruit 
wonderful soloists and musicians for our worship services and for 
Musica Maxima. He is a blessing to this church and the community. 
Robin Prestil has continued as our Administrative Assistant and 
prepared newsletters, e mails, and dealt with all the details of a 
Church office.  
Donna Trimm, our moderator, has stepped up and not only been 
an inspiration to our church council with her leadership and deep 
faith, but has assisted with editing, working with the council on our 
new sight and sound equipment with Doug Condon and truly gone 



above and beyond her duties because of her love for Christ and the 
Church. 
Richard Wanninger, our maintenance custodian, is a true blessing. 
His deep faith in God and love for the Church means that he 
dedicates his work as a gift to God and his knowledge of our entire 
system of operation is amazing. His expertise saves us thousands of 
dollars each year. 
Etta Patten, our newest employee, is our Cleaning Custodian and 
has become an integral part of our Church Family staff. She is not 
only excellent at the tasks before her, but notices the little details 
and assures our safety as well as comfort during this time of extra 
care because of COVID19.   
Krissy, Peter and Kaydee Landon have joined our staff this year as 
our experts in technology and are here each and every Sunday as 
well as for concerts to assure that our services are streamed to the 
community so that none of our members and friends feel 
abandoned by the Church. We are here. We may not be able to 
share in fellowship, but we are still able to gather as Christ’s people 
and praise God together as a family because of this new 
technology. 
 I encourage all of our members and friends to be aware of the 
needs of others around you. Are you missing seeing someone at 
worship on Sunday? Why not give them a call or write a little note 
and let them know you are thinking of them? Are there people in 
your neighborhood who are not working and may be struggling to 
make ends meet, is there something you might do to help? Perhaps 
an anonymous gift in their mailbox or a gift card for groceries?  Be 
creative. Let the Spirit of God guide you to explore ways to be true 
servants in spite of our limitations. 
 



 As you read this, you will be anticipating celebrating the New 
Year. I wish you only love and blessings as we enter a new year, 
with the hope, peace, joy and love of the Christmas Season settling 
over us and settling us in for a new day – a new year – a new life in 
Christ. 

Happy New Year Blessings, 
Joy 

WHEN CAN WE COME HOME? 
These past months have been so difficult as we try to stay 

connected one to another through the streaming of our worship 
services, our newsletters and e-mails, but we miss all of you terribly. 
Gene and I have tried to continue to minister to our congregation 
and even to others in the community, while remaining safe from 
disease. But it has been difficult. 
 One question that is asked repeated: “When can we begin to 
worship together again?” It has been almost impossible to answer 
that question as the number of deaths and illnesses have risen. But 
behind the scenes, Gene and I are constantly planning for the 
future where we can find a sense of “normal.” 
 This week, we met with our moderator Donna Trimm and 
talked about a tentative plan. Given the holidays that are about to 
happen and the expectation for more illness, given the refusal of 
people to follow the mandates of our scientists, we know that 
January will probably bring more illness. But we are setting a 
tentative plan. 
 Right now, we plan to open the Church to the public on 
Sunday, February 7th. Of course, this will be based on mandates 
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from the City of Beloit and the State and we will follow all practices 
now advised. We will keep the congregation advised through 
newsletters and e-mails and our Facebook and Website pages.  
 Please know that we love you and miss you. We ask that you 
continue to be patient so our congregation can return home 
healthy and ready to minister for Christ together as a Family once 
more. 

Our Love and Wishes for Good Health, 
       Joy and Gene 

 

MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
2020 will certainly go down as one of the most challenging 

years in American history. COVID 19 closed down and limited so 
many normal activities and interactions. It had a significant effect on 
the economy as 25 million Americans lost their jobs. It is an 
insidious foe that has affected almost every family in one way or 
another. For some it was the loss of a job, for others the devastation 
of the loss of a loved one. Some religious denominations are 
teaching that COVID 19 is God’s retribution upon a wicked world, 
essentially the same message preached in the 1500s with the Black 
Plague (which by the way was much worse). As a minister and as a 
human being, I do not see God’s involvement in COVID 19. We 
worship a God of life, not a God of death and destruction. Have we 
not learned anything in the last 500 years?   

In the midst of the isolation that many people are enduring, 
the issue of loneliness becomes very real. To be isolated or feel 
alone can be a debilitating condition that often leads to depression. 
I would like to share some strategies for combating loneliness. 

1. Don’t be ashamed of your feelings. If you hide the feeling 
you are not being honest with yourself or your family. Of 



the wide spectrum of human feelings, loneliness is very 
real. 

2. Resist the trap of self-pity. Self-pity pushes one deeper into 
the pit of loneliness. The woe is me attitude contaminates 
relationships and makes your attempt to experience the joy 
of life most difficult. 

3. Share your feelings with someone you trust. A family 
member or friend can provide the emotional outlet that 
you need. You may want to consider getting professional 
help. In dialogue, you may find release and understanding. 

4. Break the routine of life. You may want to consider 
volunteering, joining a book club, playing cards, or some 
activity that gives you something to look forward to. 

5. Start each day with this great scriptural proclamation: “This 
is the day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be 
glad in it.” God wants us to find joy in our daily life and to 
find a positive force to help move us forward. 

 
Despite all that we are facing, may you find 2021 to be a year of 
self-growth and happiness!   Gene 
 

 
 

Prayer for the Church 

Loving and Eternal God, you have abundantly blessed us with the 
power to reach out and make a difference in the world. We ask that 
you bless our ministry through our Church and increase our love for 
one another and our community. Help us honor our history and 
seek your will as we march into our future in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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DONNA’S DELIBERATIONS 
Dear Church Family, 
The Council’s last meeting was in November. We did not have a 
meeting in December. Our next meeting is January 20, 2021, which 
once again will be by zoom. Meanwhile, the organizing, reviewing 
papers from over the years, deciding what is archival material and 
what is not, and rearranging some areas, all is slowly taking place in 
the church. Thankfully, we have The Rev. Kendall Nordstrom, who is 
still willing to review archive material. The work goes on while we 
maintain very few folks at the church at one time. Stay tune for when 
we hope to open again. 

 
My Thoughts 

We just finished the Christmas season. Next is January 6 which is a 

celebration of the Wise Men arriving to see Baby Jesus. Some 

consider this event very important as the first appearance of Jesus 

to the Gentiles. Whatever the calendar year reveals, I couldn’t help 

but reflect on the Christmas story once again. It dawned on me that 

we don’t hear a lot about Joseph, Jesus “foster dad”.  

 

We know Joseph was a descendent of King David’s lineage. We 

know he was engaged (betrothed) to a young virgin named Mary. 

Had Joseph been married before? Did he have other children? 

Some think he was much older than Mary and a widower with 

children.  

 

The Jews of that time took very seriously the engagement with a 

formal ceremony that included a ring and a dowry. The time varied 

between the engagement and the actual wedding. Generally, the 

time lasted a whole year during which the bride stayed in her own 



home. Any communication between the bride and groom was 

through a friend of the groom. Often the bride and groom didn’t 

see each other until the groom came to get the bride for the 

wedding and then take her to his house. Joseph was still 

considered Mary’s “husband” even though they were separated 

during this engagement time. 

 
After the angel told Mary about her pregnancy, she went to visit her 
relative Elizabeth for three months (the last trimester of Elizabeth’s 
pregnancy with John “The Baptist”. See Luke 1:26-40). This three 
months’ time was used by the Jewish doctors, to determine 
whether a woman was pregnant or not, in case of divorce or death. 
They believed a three months break would show if the pregnancy 
was by the first husband or the second husband. When Mary 
returned to Nazareth, Joseph realized she was pregnant.  
 
Put yourself in Joseph’s position in this story. Somehow, he sees 
that his fiancée is pregnant! He hadn’t slept with her, so this was not 
his child. This was considered adultery. I can imagine the anger, 
grief, frustrations, fear, betrayal, Joseph may have experienced. He 
probably was in love with this girl that included some ideas and 
dreams of a future with Mary. All those plans were gone! A loss! 
What had Mary been doing when she visited Elizabeth? She had 
made a promise to him—to be his virgin bride. Now this? 
 
He had to decide what to do! He loved this girl, but what kind of 
damage was this going to do to his reputation? Could he love and 
raise a child not his? There were several options from which he 
could choose. 



1. He could get the law involved, which meant stoning Mary to 

death, which he could use as revenge for this deception 

(Deuteronomy 22:23-24). 
2. He could give Mary papers of divorce without saying the true 

reason. That would be the most merciful way to end their 
promise to marry (Matthew 19:3-8). 

 
We know he didn’t act out of anger and he was not impulsive but 
took his time thinking things through. Who knows the struggles he 
had as he thought about this situation or the prayers he said asking 
for direction? Then in a dream, an angel gave him the answers he 
needed (Matthew 1:18-21). Mary was going to have a son, but God 
was the father! This was to be the long-awaited Messiah. It was okay 
to marry her. He would not be the biological father, but the legal 
father to care, feed, clothe, and teach this son. This was a gift from 
God to Mary and a big responsibility for Joseph.  
 
I wonder if I would have accepted such a dream as from God and 
follow its message? That’s exactly what Joseph did. He had to have 
a lot of faith and willing obedience to accept this plan. He didn’t 
wait a year, but quickly went and got Mary, formally sanctioning the 
marriage, and moving her into his house. However, even though 
she lived in his home he left her a virgin till at least after Jesus was 
born. At least he stopped the rumors and any ostracism of his 
bride. 
 
Now, concerns for his pregnant wife bearing the Child of God must 
have been constantly paramount in his thinking and directly 
influencing the choices he made. When the ruling came that he had 
to travel with his 9-month pregnant wife to Bethlehem, that must 
have caused him much concern. Then arriving there and looking for 



suitable housing for his wife in labor. I wonder what it was like for 
him to hold this brand-new little baby boy and look at Him knowing 
He was God’s son. What kinds of feelings and thoughts did he 
experience? Was he overwhelmed with the magnitude of this 
knowledge? Was he surprised about the shepherds coming and 
later the wise men arriving with those magnificent gifts? Did he hear 
the angels sing? 
 
Three times, Joseph had a dream with an angel giving him 
warnings and directions. Each time, Joseph immediately obeyed, 
trusting that he was doing what God needed him to do. The first 
time we know was when he was told it was okay to marry his 
pregnant fiancée. The second happened after the wise men left 
them to go back to their home. He was told in a dream to take Mary 
and the baby and leave immediately for Egypt. Herod had wanted 
the wise men to come back to Jerusalem to tell him where they 
found the baby for the express purpose of killing this future child 
king. Egypt was about 60 miles from Bethlehem but was safely out 
of King Herod’s jurisdiction. However, Bethlehem was only six miles 
south of Jerusalem where Herod lived. Thus, the urgency to get out 
of town to escape Herod’s wrath when he found out the wise men 
had gone home another way (see Matthew 2:1-16).  
 
A few months after Joseph, Mary and Jesus arrived in Egypt, Herod 
died. Again, in a dream an angel told Joseph he could return 
home. This is when they returned to Nazareth. I wonder if Joseph 
thought about raising the Son of God in such a despicable city. It 
had such a bad reputation from so much evil there. But this is where 
Joseph and Mary raised their family; where Joseph worked as a 
carpenter and taught Jesus carpentry, and where Jesus learned 
from His parent’s Jewish history and their understanding of God. 



Jesus lived with His parents until He began His ministry around the 
age of 30.  
 
Now it has been suggested that Joseph and Mary had more 
children. We also know that when Jesus was 12 he went with 
Joseph and Mary to the temple in Jerusalem for the Passover 
celebration (see Luke 2:41-52). That is the last time we hear about 
Joseph. It is thought that Joseph died during Jesus’s teenage years. 
We don’t know how Joseph died, if he had final words of wisdom to 
give Jesus nor do we know how Joseph’s death affected Jesus.  

 
This ends the story of Joseph. He had a small part in the history of 
the Messiah, but a valuable one that he performed with faith to the 
best of his ability. Joseph was a good example for all of us. No 
matter the tasks we are given small or big—to do them with prayer 
for God’s direction, with humility, and faith knowing “that in all 
things God works for the good of those who love him, who have 
been called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28, NIV). May the 
New Year bring you a renewed God-given purpose and the 
blessings of health. 
 
Your sister in Christ, Donna 

donnadoc@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

MUSIC NOTES FROM MAX 
We miss you. But we need to be thankful for the riches that we have, and 
hope that we can more freely greet each other in the not too distant 
future. At Thanksgiving I played a rousing arrangement of the tune “Now 
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Thank We All Our God”, to which we sing the text composed by Reverend 
Martin Rinckart during a 16th-century outbreak of the Plague in Germany. 
One of the many funerals he performed was of his wife. With this present-
day surge of COVID we have death close to us as well; we need to do what 
we can to help our neighbors and ourselves, and remain thankful that we 
can help. 
 
I guess the official advice is to stay home. We have the opportunity to 
simulate togetherness in our morning worship services; as we are fortunate 
to have the services of the Landon family in recording and photographing 
the spoken word and the music. We are blessed to have the talents of some 
wonderful musicians who visit to help me in providing music for our virtual 
services.  
 
With the MUSICA MAXIMA concert series, the advice is, as already 
stated—STAY HOME. I have a fairly interesting saga of communication and 
concerns about the concerts planned for the first half 2021. 

• The performers have asked to cancel the concert on 
January 17 for health reasons. Sometime in the future we 
will schedule the artists, Elaine Uffenbeck, organ, Kay 
Schultz, trumpet, and William Uffenbeck, euphonium. 

• The concert for February 7 is indecisive. Planned to feature 
student winners of the Nie Music Performance 
Scholarships, this event and the actual scholarship 
auditions may have to be postponed for a future time. 

• FEBRUARY 21 IS GOOD! The concert on Sunday, February 
21, 3 pm, by members of the Wisconsin Baroque Ensemble 
WILL TAKE PLACE. We will send you and the public 
information about the program and how to access it on 
your screens at home. 



• Not so on March 28! The musicians, Hannah Tobias, flute, 
and Lannette Calhoun, have asked to postpone the concert 
to a later, safer date. 

• Negotiations are still underway whether to proceed with 
Brandon Wang’s piano recital on Sunday, April 18, 3 pm. 
 

As you stay home, we will recommend some good music to you 
when appropriate. One of my artist friends and I will be making 
some recordings, and we can easily offer these to you via YouTube 
for your enjoyment. 
 
I hope the spirit of Christmas will stay with us into the new year. The 
season is still with us until Epiphany on January 6 (the day the 
Orthodox Church celebrates Christmas), and the Wise Men’s visit of 
the young Jesus took place probably anywhere in the first two or 
three years of the infant’s life. 
Peace to you! Max 

MISSION OF THE MONTH 
Argentina - Asociacion Civil Cristiana Congregational 

 

Rev. Dr. Harding Stricker 
This Congregational Mission of Jardín 
América was founded in 1998 to bring the 
gospel and social concerns to the poor 
Spanish descendants living in poverty on the 
outskirts of the city. At the present, ACCC develops activities in the 
following areas: Child Sponsorship; Christian Education; Medical Assistance; 
and a Community Garden. www.accc-ja.com 

 

  

http://www.accc-ja.com/
http://www.accc-ja.com/


Calendar 
January 3 Worship, 10am Streaming 

The Rev. Joy A. Baumgartner, Preaching 
January 10, Worship 10am Streaming  

The Rev. Gene Van Galder, Preaching 
January 17, Worship 10am Streaming  

The Rev. Joy A. Baumgartner, Preaching 
January 24, Worship 10am Streaming  

The Rev. Gene Van Galder, Preaching 
January 31, Worship 10am Streaming  

The Rev. Joy A. Baumgartner, Preaching 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

January 1 Donna Trimm 
January 2 Ruth Lyons 
January 3 Don Bifano 
January 4 Marion Wanninger 
January 15 David Nordstrom 
January 20 Don Huesbschen 

Trish Huebschen 
January 22 Steph Schubring 
January 23 Frank Rubitsky 
January 26 Larry Hines 
January 27 Susan Behrens 
January 29 Patty Anderson 
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MORE ELECTRONIC GADGETS 

 
This is called a QR Code 
This particular one is for Christmas Eve 

service here at our church.  

QR codes is short for "quick response" 

codes, are different-shaped black-and-

white symbols that people can scan using a 

smartphone or other device to learn more 

about a product. 

QR codes can hold links, coupons, event details, and other 

information that users might want to take with them for referring to 

later.  

If you have an Apple iPhone, iPod or iPad, you can use your camera 

app to click onto the QR Code. Or from the app store, you can 

download a QR Reader to your device. 
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When you click onto this QR Code it will 

take you to our YouTube Channel where 

you can see the Chriustmas Eve service. 

If you see the sign on our Sanctuary doors, 

it has a QR Code. If visitors or members 

come to the church for information, they 

will be able to click onto the code through 

the glass and it will take them to our 

YouTube Channel. 

This is just another way to get information to folks. 

 

 

A Word for the Year 

Every January, some people pray and ask God to provide a word 
for their year ahead. Friends have shared theirs with me, but I was 
hesitant to embrace the practice myself. I’d love to receive a word 
like flourish; then again, I might be like the friend who heard health 
and then faced many physical challenges that year. 
But I tried it for 2020 and heard prepare. My first reaction was that 
the word wasn’t very exciting, which possibly confirmed I hadn’t 
orchestrated it. Indeed, 2020 ended up full of significant, 
unexpected change for our family, with careers, school, church and 
friends. Prepare reminded me that amid chaos, God had prepared 
me for each moment and continues to prepare me for what’s next. 
Give it a try! Regardless of the word you receive or what lies ahead, 
you can trust that God loves you and is ultimately in control for 
2021 and beyond. 
—Janna Firestone 
 

Camera 

app 

App 

Store 
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We are especially Thankful for: 
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