
 
 

SUNDAY, MAY 10, 2020 
HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY 

A MESSAGE OF PRAYER AND WORSHIP 
 

PURPOSE: While so many families have had a tradition of worshiping together on 
Mother’s Day and then spending the day celebrating those who nurtured and raised 
us, instead we are at our homes either reading this service or watching it on our 
computers as we try our best to touch base with one another face to face. In spite of 
being apart, however, we are never apart spiritually. That is the Church. We are 
connected heart and soul. And so we hope this service will bring you spiritual 
nourishment and will inspire you throughout this week. No matter where we are, we 
can celebrate each and every special day in Spirit. Happy Mother’s Day. 
 
PLEASE PONDER: Each day that passes brings us one day closer to getting lives 
back to normal, developing a protocol of treatment, and a vaccination. Please hold 
all of our caretakers in your prayers as they risk their lives to care for others. 
 
PRAYER 

Gather us in, O Lord, the lost and lonely, the broken and breaking, who long 
for the nourishment found in your presence.   
Gather us in, O Lord, the wishing and wondering, the puzzled and pondering 
who long for the company found in your presence. 
Gather us in, O Lord, the proud and pretentious, the sure and superior and 
never inferior, who long for the leveling moment in your presence.   
Gather us in, Lord, the bright and the bustling, the stirrers and shakers, the 
kind laughter makers who long for the deep joys found in your presence.   
Gather us in, Lord, from mansion or campsite, from fears or obsessions, from 
tears and depression to find comfort in your presence.   
Finally, Loving God, gather us in from untold excesses, from treasured 
successes, to meet, to be given a seat in your loving presence. Bless us, Holy 
One, that we might feel your presence in our heart of hearts. Amen. 

  



THE GOOD NEWS 
 
Commentary: Paul was a true pastor in the sense that he looked carefully at the 
gatherings of the followers of Christ in various areas and wrote very personal letters 
to address the issues of each Church. 
This beautiful Epistle is a letter of instruction, reminding them of the old ways in 
which they lived, and moving them to see themselves as new beings in total 
relationship with Jesus and his teachings. But as we read and interpret, we follow his 
instructions but then receive a kind of blessing. He reminds us that we are actually 
“beloved children of God who live in love.” 
 

“A WONDERFUL PARALLEL” 
 
In this letter to the people of Ephesis, Paul begins by encouraging them. He tells 
them he knows they can live a life worthy of the calling of God. He speaks to them of 
“unity of the spirit in the bond of peace.” He then uses a phrase that has come to be 
used regularly in the Christian Church: “one lord, one faith, one baptism, one God 
and father of all.” He then addresses the issue of gifts and explains that all gifts, no 
matter what form they take, are equal in the eyes of God. 
 
 But I love how he moves into his more usual style and tells them what not to do 
before he gives them more instructions. He asks that they no longer live as the 
Gentiles. Now remember, Paul believed that those who lived without the knowledge 
of Christ lived a life of futility and that they were alienated from the life of God 
because of ignorance or hardness of heart. He was so firm in his belief in Jesus as 
Lord that he thought those who heard the words and teachings of Jesus and did not 
follow were giving themselves over to a life of sin. He talked about “abandoning 
ourselves.” 
 

So, he reminds them that they surely have heard about Christ and have been 
taught to put away their former life and be renewed in the spirit of their minds. He 
uses a beautifully descriptive phrase as an illustration of what it’s like to begin again 
with belief in Jesus. He says, “Clothe yourselves with a new self, created according to 
the likeness of God, in true righteousness and holiness.” 

 
 As I read his words, I again realize how the letter marches along, with 
instructions, encouragement, worry for those who do not feel Jesus’ presence 
through his teachings, and more ideas of living in Christ. Paul is a commonsense 
kind of guy. He knows if the message of Christ is to be passed from one generation 
to another, and if the world is actually going to be changed, this his message must 
be simple and clear. He cannot speak as a Rabbi, showing the wisdom of the ages. 
You see, Paul is a later comer. He too is still learning. But he knows God in his heart 



and knows right from wrong, so he looks at the life of Jesus and tries to tell us how 
we are to live with and love one another.  
 
 He finishes the chapter saying, “Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you.” In the next chapter he 
adds: “Be imitators of God as beloved children and live in love as Christ loved us.” 
So what do we learn from all this? How do we follow all of these instructions in a 
world that tells us that it’s every man for himself? I think it begins in our homes. I 
couldn’t help but think of the parallel drawn between Paul’s instruction and care for 
his churches, and the kind of life a mother might live to bring up her children. Think 
of it. What did our mothers teach us? 
 

When we were small and learning to share, remember how a mother explains 
how important it is to share with others and to live in peace with them? Our mothers 
or those who served as mothers in our lives taught us how to express anger and yet 
how to apologize when we are wrong. Like Paul, our mothers looked for simple and 
clear ways to help us learn how-to live-in society and become productive and loving 
citizens. They teach us to be kind to one another, be tenderhearted and forgiving. 
And we were taught to watch others and learn from them. But most of all, our 
nurturer, whether Mom, Grandma, friend or other relative, taught us carefully that we 
are loved. We are loved by them and loved by God. That we matter. That it matters 
that we are alive and are part of the family. It is where we learn our worth as a human 
being. 

 
 The Church is modeled after the family. If you think of it, people gather and 
work together, and it is almost as if we are adopted. We learn to love one another as 
family and seek to reach out and invite others into our safe space. 
 
 Not too long ago I heard a man’s voice out in the outer office. Before I even 
saw him, I could hear the quiet, pained voice almost losing control as he asked to 
see the pastor. I invited him in and he sat, breathing, trying to calm himself so that he 
could speak. Finally, I gave him a tissue and he began to croak out his story. He 
expressed his thanks that the “nice lady” Julie our custodian, who had told him it was 
okay to come in to see me. 
 
 His story began. His mother was dying, and his family was gathering in 
northern Michigan, but he and his wife didn’t get paid until next week and they had 
only a half tank of gas in the car. When his father died the year before, he didn’t 
make it in time. He desperately wanted to see his mother before she died. His pain 
was palpable.   
 



 Robin happened to be moving into the work room and heard the need for gas. 
She came in with several gas cards. I explained they weren’t large amounts but 
should get him to his destination. Tears ran down his cheeks as he looked at those 
cards. He said: “I can pay you for these next week.” I told him that would be fine if he 
could, but that this was not a loan, but a gift from our church. This is what we do. He 
just sat and stared for a moment and said, “You are really great people here. I’ll be 
back to pay you back. Maybe I could come to Church sometime.” 
 
 I assured him he was always welcome and then prayed with him, asking God to 
bless them on their journey. On his way out, he stopped to thank Robin and then 
Julie It was as if he couldn’t believe we were happy to help him. 
 
 We all returned to our work that day, but none of that mattered as much as 
before. We smiled because we had worked as one body, representing the Church of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
 You see, hopefully that’s what we learn in our families and it’s what we pass 
along to our children and to all who come into our fellowship. We try to instill in our 
friends what it means to live a Christian life, to thank God, to learn from our mistakes 
and put on a new way of living. We realize as Christians that it is not just what we say, 
but what we do. Surely that is the foundation of our faith.  
  
 Today we take a few moments out of our days, in spite of all the distractions 
and worries, to honor the ones who taught us the meaning of life; how to be a part 
of the body of Christ, and to live connected by one spirit. It’s up to us – to be a family 
together. Amen.  
 
PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE 

Loving God, we are here to focus our thoughts and hearts on you.  As your 
servants, we ask that you grant us more love for others, 
joy in serving you, 
peace in disagreement, 
patience in suffering, 
kindness toward all people,  
goodness in troubled times,  
faithfulness in temptation,  
gentleness in the face of opposition,  
self-control in all things.   
Strengthen us that we might follow the teachings of Jesus and all those who 
have shared our lives and loved is in your name.  Amen. 

 
 



THE HYMN 288        “Happy the Home When God Is There” 
 

Happy the home when God is there,  
And love fills every breast; 

When one their wish, and one their prayers,  
And one their heav’nly rest. 

 
 

Happy the home where Jesus’ name  
Is sweet to every ear; 

Where children early speak His fame, 
And parents hold Him dear. 

 
Happy is the home where prayer is heard, 

And praise is wont to rise; 
Where parents love the sacred Word 

And all its wisdom prized. 
 

Lord, let us in our homes agree  
This blessed peace to again; 

Unite our hearts in love to Thee, 
And love to all will reign. 

 
A PRAYER OF INTERSESSION:  

Please silently meditate. 
Please pray for people you know who need help, support and love. 
Please pray for our community, nation, and world as we face covid-19. 

 
OFFERING 
The needs of the Church are ongoing, so please be faithful with your gifts. 
 

PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH 
Loving and eternal god, you have abundantly blessed us with the power to reach out 
and make a difference in the world. We ask that you bless our ministry through our 
church and increase our love for one another and our community. Help us honor our 
history and seek your will as we march into our future in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
 

Please Subscribe to our YouTube channel- 
First Congregational Church of Beloit, WI 

 
 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=kA13Itmx&id=297B64590FF43B650E442976C694A1B0F5F7A276&thid=OIP.kA13Itmxev0ytEqrJf_f1gHaHa&mediaurl=http%3a%2f%2fwww.clipartbest.com%2fcliparts%2fdi8%2f6oR%2fdi86oRMyT.png&exph=7200&expw=7200&q=youtube+clipart&simid=607988294462865899&selectedIndex=15


The Hymn, “Happy the home, when God is there”. appeared in Mrs. Mayo's 
Selection of Hymns & Poetry for the Use of Infant and Juvenile Schools and Families, 
3rd. ed. 1846, No. 50, in 4 stanzas of 4 lines and entitled "The Happy Home," and 
signed "Mrs. W." It was included in the American Sabbath Hymn Book, 1858, and 
later in several hymnals. 
 
Ware, Henry, D.D., son of Dr. H. Ware, pastor of the Unitarian congregation at 
Hingham, Massachusetts, and afterward Hollis Professor of Divinity at Cambridge, 
U.S.A., was born at Hingham, April 21, 1794. Before going to Harvard College, in 
1808, he was under the care of Dr. Allyn, at Duxbury, and then of Judge Ware, at 
Cambridge. He graduated at Harvard in high honors, in 1812; and was then for two 
years an assistant teacher in Exeter Academy. He was licensed to preach by the 
Boston Unitarian Association, July 31, 1815; and ordained pastor of the Second 
Church of that city, Jan. 1, 1817. In 1829, in consequence of his ill health, he 
received the assistance of a co-pastor in the person of Ralph Waldo Emerson. In the 
same year Ware was appointed Professor of Pulpit Eloquence and Pastoral Care in 
the Cambridge Theological School. He entered upon his duties in 1830 and 
resigned in 1842. He removed to Framingham, and died there, Sept. 25, 1843. His 
D.D. degree was conferred upon Memoir, published by his brother John Ware, 
M.D., were numerous and on a variety of topics. He edited the Christian Disciple, 
which was established in 1813, and altered in title to the Christian Examiner in 1824, 
for some years before the change of title, and gave it his assistance subsequently.  
 
MISSION 
Our MISSION OF THE MONTH FOR MAY AGAIN WILL BE SECOND HARVEST which 
serves those with the need for assistance with food. As you know, with the COVID-19 
virus and the stay at home orders and the loss of many jobs and temporary lay-offs, 
the need has increased. Please be aware that our usual loose offering at worship 
would be sent to our mission of the month. Of course, with our meeting online, we 
are missing that offering. If you can either donate food or send a monetary gift 
marked “mission” it would be a great help in feeding the hungry in our city. 
 
Also, CARITAS, our mission from March, is serving more than double the amount of 
families usually asking for assistance. They have a website as well so that you can 
make a monetary donation, or you may leave bags of food at the Church on 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 8 until noon. Just ring the doorbell and you 
can place the bags in the entry way off the back-parking lot. Thank you for your 
generosity.  
 

 
  



The Church service will be aired on  
Facebook (First Congregational Church of Beloit, Wisconsin) and on the website 

www.firstcon.org at 10am, Sunday morning 
 
Ephesians 4:17-5:2 The Message  
The Old Way Has to Go 
17-19 And so I insist—and God backs me up on this—that there be no going along with 
the crowd, the empty-headed, mindless crowd. They’ve refused for so long to deal 
with God that they’ve lost touch not only with God but with reality itself. They can’t 
think straight anymore. Feeling no pain, they let themselves go in sexual obsession, 
addicted to every sort of perversion. 
20-24 But that’s no life for you. You learned Christ! My assumption is that you have paid 
careful attention to him, been well instructed in the truth precisely as we have it in 
Jesus. Since, then, we do not have the excuse of ignorance, everything—and I do 
mean everything—connected with that old way of life has to go. It’s rotten through 
and through. Get rid of it! And then take on an entirely new way of life—a God-
fashioned life, a life renewed from the inside and working itself into your conduct as 
God accurately reproduces his character in you. 
25 What this adds up to, then, is this: no more lies, no more pretense. Tell your 
neighbor the truth. In Christ’s body we’re all connected to each other, after all. When 
you lie to others, you end up lying to yourself. 
26-27 Go ahead and be angry. You do well to be angry—but don’t use your anger as 
fuel for revenge. And don’t stay angry. Don’t go to bed angry. Don’t give the Devil 
that kind of foothold in your life. 
28 Did you use to make ends meet by stealing? Well, no more! Get an honest job so 
that you can help others who can’t work. 
29 Watch the way you talk. Let nothing foul or dirty come out of your mouth. Say only 
what helps, each word a gift. 
30 Don’t grieve God. Don’t break his heart. His Holy Spirit, moving and breathing in 
you, is the most intimate part of your life, making you fit for himself. Don’t take such a 
gift for granted. 
31-32 Make a clean break with all cutting, backbiting, profane talk. Be gentle with one 
another, sensitive. Forgive one another as quickly and thoroughly as God in Christ 
forgave you. 

Wake Up from Your Sleep 

5 1-2 Watch what God does, and then you do it, like children who learn proper 
behavior from their parents. Mostly what God does is love you. Keep company with 
him and learn a life of love. Observe how Christ loved us. His love was not cautious 
but extravagant. He didn’t love in order to get something from us but to give 
everything of himself to us. Love like that. 

http://www.firstcon.org/


 
 
 

Did you know Lloyd C. Douglas… 
 
 

Lloyd C. Douglas was a Congregationalist pastor who became one of America’s most 
successful novelists in the 1930’s and ‘40’s. He grew up in Indiana, the son of a 
Lutheran pastor. He followed his father’s career path in the Lutheran Church until 1915 
when he became a Congregationalist, pastoring churches in Ann Arbor, Michigan, 
Akron, Ohio, and Los Angeles.  
 
In his spare time, he wrote a novel that was published in 1929 under the title, 
Magnificent Obsession. It sold millions of copies and was made into a movie in 1935. 
It is the story of a hedonistic young man whose life is saved after an accident but 
causes the death of an eminent doctor. The young man then determines to become 
a doctor. He dedicates his life to serving others, and in the process, becomes a 
Christian.  
 
With this initial success Douglas resigned from the ministry to write full time. He 
enjoyed tremendous success as a novelist. Most of his novels became best sellers and 
several became popular films. All of his novels had moral and religious undertones. 
Two of his most popular works were set in the time of Christ. The Robe, published in 
1942, is the story of the Roman soldier present at the crucifixion of Jesus who wins the 
condemned man’s robe in a dice game. It takes him on a journey to discover who 
Jesus really was and to join the Christian movement. The Big Fisherman is about the 
apostle Peter. Both novels were made into very successful movies. 

 
…was a Congregationalist? 

 
Celebrating 400 Years of American Congregationalism 

Learn more about our Congregational History at naccc.org 
 

 

http://www.mayflower1620.org/

