
The Voice Newsletter 
 Of First Congregational Church 

 A Pilgrim Church for a Pilgrim People 

 April 2020                        Volume 44, Issue 4 

PASTOR’S PASSAGE 

Who would have thought as we worshiped together in March that we would 
find ourselves instructed to avoid one another for fear of infection of a new 
and formidable virus? Yes, we are aware that the world can be a dangerous 
place, and we read about infections that have wiped out entire populations 
in our history books, but to think in this day and age we would find our-
selves in this position seems otherworldly.   
 
We find ourselves processing a multitude of emotions. I hear anger from 
many, those who look for someone to blame and punish. I hear fear,         
especially from those whose health is already compromised by illness or 
treatments for illness. I hear fear of economic devastation, not just from 
Wall Street, but ordinary people who are living pay check to pay check just 
trying to raise their children and give them a better life. It is said that crisis 
brings out the very best and the very worst in humanity, and we are seeing 
it in real time.  We see those whose reaction to crisis is to take as much for 
themselves as they can hold, without thought of others. And my heart hurts. 
 
But then, I see the best. I see restaurants just down the street who, in spite 
of fear that their business will fail, are generous and feeding those in need. I 
see neighbors who check on one another and my own neighbor who made 
chicken soup on Saturday and arrived at my door to share. As I e-mail and 
write notes, I hear from folk some of the wonderful, generous acts of    
kindness that are being enacted around us. 
 
That enhances my faith and gives me hope. We are a people of hope. Our 
faith informs our attitude that no matter what, God is still walking with us, 
inspiring us, leading us to innovation and to walk in the footsteps of the one 



we follow. From this one we call Jesus, especially during this Lenten time, 
we learned to put people first, to reach out to those in need, to honor God 
first above all worldly goods, and to believe that in the end, God will be 
there to be with us. 
 
That is why we claim to be a RESURRECTION PEOPLE. Keep hold of 
that knowledge and belief, my dear people. Know that while we are away 
from each other physically, we are connected through the Spirit of Jesus 
Christ. We are never alone.  Contact one another, keep in touch and support 
one another emotionally. Don’t ever think that you are alone. We are one – 
in the Spirit and one in the Lord. 
 
LET’S BE THE CHURCH   My Love, Joy 

Minister’s Message 
Our world has changed so significantly over the last month- a healthy   
population to one challenged by a dangerous virus, from prosperity to     
recession, from normal social interactions to “shelter in place”, from      
optimism to pessimism, and from normality to fear. The nature of this 
threat is so unlike anything in recent times- it is nameless, faceless,         
invisible to the eye, not from a terrorist organization, not from a foreign 
enemy- it attacks people irrespective of wealth, religion, social status,     
religious affiliation and national origin. It has stopped travel, commerce, 
sports and entertainment, human interactions, and societal gatherings.   
In short, it has turned our world upside down. I would like to share a few 



insights about its effects: 
Renewed respect for science. At the forefront of mitigating the horrific 

effects of COVID-19 are our scientists, medical researchers, and 
public health officials. The very best minds in the world are           
developing drug therapies for those infected and to develop a      
vaccination. In recent years, many conservatives have downplayed 
or attacked the scientific community. Hopefully this event has 
brought to light that science is not an enemy and needs to be em-
braced. 

Some are saying that the virus is from God to punish people. Do we   
really worship a “god of death”? Mankind has free will and the virus 
developed from some interactions between animals/humans. The 
biggest mistake was made in China when the authorities did not    
respond quickly enough to stop the spread of it.  

Despite the social distancing, it is actually bringing Americans closer as 
we face a national crisis. There have been and continue to be         
uncountable acts of kindness that is knitting the fabric of society 
closer. Hopefully people will see themselves first as Americans and 
not according to their political affiliation.  

It has created a new respect for the heroes willing to make a difference 
at this difficult time: The hospital staffs, grocery store workers, truck 
drivers, first responders, and the list goes on. Putting aside personal 
dangers, these people are demonstrating “no greater love …” 

 
May each of us do our part by practicing the guidelines to prevent the 
spread of this dangerous virus! 
     Gene 

Prayer for the Church 
Loving and Eternal God, you have abundantly blessed us with the 
power to reach out and make a difference in the world. We ask that 
you bless our ministry through our Church and increase our love for 
one another and our community. Help us honor our history and seek 
your will as we march into our future in Jesus’ name. Amen. 



  Donna’s Deliberations 

Dear Church Family, 

Phase 1 and 2 of the new sound system replacement is completed. Phase 1 

included taking down the old speakers in the sanctuary and repurposing 

them for the basement (Phase 2) and gathering space (Phase 3).  Phase 1 

gives us new speakers in the sanctuary placed to reduce echo (there will  

always be some echo), get rid of dead spaces, and better sound quality 

when someone is speaking. This also included replacing the existing       

amplifiers, mixer and preparation to stream our services. Phase 2 meant 

running a cable between the balcony and basement. This was done by a 

specialist drilling with radar to bypass rebar in the cement walls and other 

structures for maintaining the walls integrity. Now the sanctuary service 

can be heard in the basement and utilized down there for meetings such as 

SLU.  

We are pausing to complete Phase 3 and Phase 4 as we take a breath from 

the cost. Phase 3 will place speakers in the gathering space integrated with 

the sanctuary system and the TV. We will be able to utilize the sanctuary’s 

wireless mics there too. Phase 4 will be purchasing the streaming device 

and integrating it with the sound system up in the balcony. All of this 

means, we will receive education on the steps to work all these new        

systems which are mostly done from an iPad. If you are interested in    

learning and working with the new system, call the church office.  

This past Sunday (3/15), the new sound system was used. For those in     

attendance, the service began with a lot of echo and extra sounds when 

the pastors spoke. By the end of the service, the sounds and words spoken     

became clearer. Doug and Jon Condon, our sound folks must work on     

adjusting the sound/system when someone is speaking. They will continue 

doing this for a couple more weeks to get the sound as perfect as possible. 

Now that our services are temporarily canceled, this will take more      



Sunday mornings to do.  Please be patient as they work on this. 

Between Phase 1 and 2, we had the WiFi system updated throughout the 

church building since the sound folks were already pulling cables through 

the ceilings. Of course, all of this requires money which we pulled from 

one of our endowments. If you wish to donate and replenish this             

endowment that was provided in the past from the generosity of those who 

have gone before us. Please let Pastor Joy or Pastor Gene know. They will 

be glad to assist you in this matter. Any donation large or small is always    

accepted with much gratitude. Current donations may be mailed to the 

church’s address. In the future, we will have PayPal on our website where 

you may make an online donation. There will be more information         

regarding this in the future. 

The branding logo is in the graphic designer’s hands who is Jenny       

Neuville of JN Marketing LLC. This will be a three-step process. The 

Branding Committee gave her the information we would like as part of the 

design.  She will create three logos for the committee’s viewing.  We will 

pick the best one and/or ask for specific changes we feel is needed. She 

will fix or incorporate any changes we would like for two logo choices. 

The third time we will pick the final logo. If there still needs to be little 

changes, she will do so. Once all is finished, we’ll have a big reveal of all 

the Branding Committee’s work. 

We have taken preventative measures for any virus or bacteria invasion.  

There are new signs in all the restrooms reminding us and all our visitors 

to wash their hands with soap and water and the steps required. We have 

placed large hand sanitizers bottles in the gathering space if washing one’s 

hands with soap and water isn’t convenient at that time.  We have also 

placed small hand sanitizer bottles with a package of Kleenex on each pew 

by the center aisle in the sanctuary. As a reminder, anyone coughing 

should do so into a Kleenex and not in their hands. 



 Then throw the Kleenex away and wash your hands. When streaming is 

available, folks will be able to stay home and watch the service on their 

computer, iPad, or iPhone. At the same time, we do have pews that are 

currently empty where folks with a cough might sit. This would maintain 

6-10 feet from others to prevent droplet spread. The most important thing 

to remember is to use common sense.  If in doubt wash your hands! 

 

As you may know, we have canceled SLU meetings, AL-Anon, and 

church services till May 1 at this time (It may change). There will be 

some folks in-and-out of the church that have work to do, such as Robin, 

our administrative secretary. They all are very much aware of staying 6 

feet away from each other and maintaining preventive measures to keep 

the church germ free as possible while we’re gone. The pastors are work-

ing on a way to feed the congregation spiritually during this scary time. 

Now is a good time to look-up our website and calendar for changes and 

updates. www.firstcon.org or our Facebook page, First Congregational 

Church of Beloit, Wisconsin. 

Meanwhile, continue praying for our pastors, our Church Council to make 

right decisions and for each other. “Sometimes, all it takes is one prayer 

to change everything” (unknown author). 

Your sister in Christ, Donna 

donnadoc@hotmail.com  
  

http://www.firstcon.org
mailto:donnadoc@hotmail.com


Coronavirus 

This article is to help inform about the current global concern for the new 

Coronavirus. Right now, the threat is low in the United States, the greatest 

risk is in mainland China. But there is still much about this particular virus; 

such as its transferability, severity and incubation period. Therefore, please 

keep abreast as new information become available.  

The virus originated in an animal species although at this time it is unclear 

which animal may have been the original source. The outbreak may have     

begun when a human contact with the animal infected with the virus oc-

curred. From there the virus began spreading among humans mainly by 

coughing or sneezing or by close contact. 

Current guidelines to protect against the Coronavirus are the same guide-

lines to protect against the common influenzas or flu. 

The Guidelines: 
*Stay away from ill people or YOU stay away from others if you are ill. 
*Wash hands often with soap and water(20 seconds). Use Sanitizers only if 
soap and water are not available. 
*Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands. 
*Use single tissue and dispose immediately. Then wash your hands. 
*Do not share food, drinks or utensils. 
*Get plenty of rest and drink at least 8(8oz) glasses of water daily. 
*Cleanse and disinfect commonly touched surfaces such as kitchen and 
bathroom areas, doorknobs and cellphones. 
*If you are ill, avoid large crowded areas. 
*See your primary care Doctor if you have any questions. 
*Get a flu shoot if you have not already done so. 
 
This information was condensed from the Indiana University-Conoravirus 

At the time of this publication some of this information is no longer current. 

Please refer to Wisconsin Department of Health Services website.   

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/index.htm   

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/index.htm
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                   We are especially Thankful for: 

  

April 4 Rev. Kendell Nordstrom 

April 7 Gerri Wallis 

April 16 David Look 

http://www.mayflower1620.org/

