
 

 

 
 
 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2020 
The service of worship begins with the first gift to God – the music of the organ. May you 
feel the Spirit of God through the power and quietness as you become comfortable and 
prepare to worship God.  
 

WE GATHER TO PRAISE GOD 
 

PRELUDE                   Variations on “If Thou but Suffer God to Guide Thee” (hymn 383) 
Georg Böhm 

If thou but suffer God to guide thee, 
And hope in Him through all thy ways,  

He’ll give thee strength, 
What-e’er betide thee, 

And bear thee through the evil;  
Who trusts in God’s unchanging love  

Builds on the rock that nought can move. 
 

Only be still, and wait His leisure 
I cheerful hope, with heart content 

To take whate’er thy Father’s pleasure 
And all discerning love have sent; 

Nor dough our inmost wants are known 
To Him who chose us for His own. 

 
Sing, pray, and keep His ways unswerving;  

So do thine own part faithfully, 
And trust His word; though undeserving,  

Thou yet shalt find it true for thee; 
God never yet forsook at need 

The soul that trusted Him indeed. Amen. 
 
PASTORAL WELCOME 
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CALL TO WORSHIP  
Pastor:  As summer slowly moves into fall, we give thanks to you, Holy One, for giving us 

sun and thunder, greens and flowers, street scenes and human beings lighting 
up our lives. 

People: We celebrate the mystery of all God’s gifts. 
Pastor:  Open our ears to the wonder of the world around us. 
People: Sharpen our eyes to the glory of the world. 
Pastor:  Awaken our senses to the miracle of life. 
People: Settle us into the joy of relaxation as we experience the change of seasons. 
Pastor:  To the Lord of nature, history and humanity, 
People: We gather and worship, giving thanks for all the seasons of God’s love. Amen. 

 
THE GATHERING PRAYER (In Unison) 

Loving God, as we worship, we realize that we are laughers and list makers, 
wonderers and worriers, poets, plodders and prophets, wrinkled and newborns. Yet, 
all of us gathered together come to praise God for the amazing grace that fills us with 
God’s spirit. We give thanks, Holy One, for your love and tenderness, in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

 
MUSIC Hymn 553                                   “Gather Us In”                                              GATHER US IN 

 
Here in this place new light is streaming 

Now is the darkness vanished away, 
See in this space our fears and our dreamings, 

Brought here to You in the light of this day. 
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 

Gather us in, the blind and the lame; 
Call to us now, and we shall awaken, 

We shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON      Numbers 13:1-3; 17-20; 23-33; 14:1-9 

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 
SERMON                “From Today to Tomorrow” 

The Rev. Joy A. Baumgartner, preaching 

 
  



MUSIC Hymn 511                         “Hymn of Covenant”                                    PASCAL JOURNEY 

Bless now, O God, the journey  
That all Your people make. 

The path through noise and silence,  
The way of give and take. 

The trail is found in desert,  
And winds the mountain round,  
Then leads beside still waters,  
The road where faith is found. 

 
Bless sojourners and pilgrims 
Who share this winding way, 

Whose hope burns through the terrors,  
Whose love sustains the day.  
We yearn for holy freedom  
While often we are bound:  

Together we are seeking  
The road where faith is found. 

 
Divine eternal lover,  

You meet us on the road. 
We wait for land of promise 
Where milk and honey flow, 
But waiting not for places,  

You meet us all around.  
Our covenant is written  

On roads as faith is found. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PRAYER CONCERNS 

Ron Rakowski, The Rev. Gene Van Galder, & Marge Austin and the Family and Friends of 
Jeanne Campbell 
For those who wish to send a card to Gene: Please send them to the Church, we will get them to him.  

 
SHARING AND DOXOLOGY 

Praise eyes that see all human need 
Praise minds that cast out selfish greed 

Praise lips that challenge those in power 
Praise those who struggle every hour 

 

  



QUIET PRAYER, PASTORAL PRAYER, LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who are in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors, lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For yours is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL INSIGHT                                                                             Ecclesiastes 
 
MUSIC Hymn 259                   “For the Beauty of the Earth”  

arranged by Dennis R. Johnson 
 

For the beauty of the earth, 
For the glory of the skies, 

For the love which from our birth 
Over and around us lies; 

Lord of all, to You we raise 
This our hymn of grateful praise. 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE                                    Partita on DIX (hymn 259)                                  Dennis Janzer 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
Preaching ....................................................................................The Rev. Joy A. Baumgartner 
Liturgist ........................................................................................Donna Trimm 
Organist and Director of Music ....................................................Max Yount 
Streaming and Recording ........................................……………………Krissy & Peter Landon 
Usher ............................................................................................Ron and Janet Peterson. 

 

Welcome to FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

We are a member of The National Association of Congregational Christian Churches and the 
Wisconsin Conference of Congregational Churches. 

 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in the worship, study, 
fellowship and service of this congregation. 
 

Ushering 

If you would be interested in ushering please call the Church office and let them know. We 
currently have the 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays open. 



MISSION OF THE MONTH 

“And do not forget to do good and to share with 

others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased” 

Hebrews 13:16 NIV 

Our Primary Mission- Provide support that will bring positive, long range solutions and to 

ensure effort is made to protect the dignity, self-respect, and personal worth of each person 

served. 

Mission and Organization 

Since 1972 the Morgan-Scott Project for Cooperative Christian Concerns has formed a base 

from which the needs of low-income families in Scoot and Morgan counties in rural Tennessee 

can be addressed. MSP functions as both a social services agency and as a community 

development organization. 

THANK YOU FOR CARING! 
 

This Week at Church 

October 19, Staff Meeting 8:30am 
October 21, Church Council 9:30am 

Al-Anon 10am 
October 25, Worship 10am  

The Rev. Joy A. Baumgartner, preaching 
 

LOOKING AHEAD 

November 8, MUSICA MAXIMA 3pm 
November 11 & 12, Gifts of Love 9am-12noon 

 

Official Call of the Congregation 

Budget Meeting November 15, after Worship 11am 
 

Prayer for the Church 

Loving and Eternal God, you have abundantly blessed us with the power to reach out and 
make a difference in the world. We ask that you bless our ministry through our Church and 
increase our love for one another and our community. Help us honor our history and seek 
your will as we march into our future in Jesus’ name. Amen 
  



 

Did you know David Hale… 

David Hale was from New England, but, like several others, he went to 
New York City to make his fortune. Soon after the opening of the Erie 
Canal, trade, commerce and finance centered in New York. Places like 
Boston and Philadelphia began to take a back seat. He teamed up with other New Englanders 
like the Tappan brothers who were both merchants and involved in anti-slavery activities.  
 
When they first arrived in New York they attended Presbyterian churches, but wanted a New 
England kind of church. Broadway Tabernacle was started as a shared venture. But the 
differences in church order and the strongly held anti-slavery views of the New Englanders 
prevailed. David Hale literally financed the beginnings of the Broadway Tabernacle. He 
continued to help Congregational churches in other places too, like Detroit. He was the 
publisher and editor of the Journal of Commerce. He shared his other opinions in many 
writings and editorials throughout his prolific life. 

…was a Congregationalist?  
 

Celebrating 400 Years of American Congregationalism 
Learn more about our Congregational History at naccc.org 

 
 

 
 

  

http://www.mayflower1620.org/


Senior Staff 
Rev. Joy A. Baumgartner, Pastor 

517-899-6784-cell 
joyannbrev@gmail.com 

The Rev. Gene Van Galder, Pastor 
608-295-2141-cell 

gvangalder@yahoo.com 

The Rev. Kendell Nordstrom, Minister Emeritus 

Max Yount, Director of Music Ministries and Organist 
608-921-7036-cell 

 
Support Staff 

Robin Prestil, Administrative Assistant 
608-322-1518-cell 
info@firstcon.org 

Krissy & Peter Landon, Streaming and Recording 
Etta Patten, Cleaning Custodian 

Richard Wanninger, Maintenance Custodian 
 

Church Council Officers 
Moderator, Donna Trimm 
donnadoc@hotmail.com  

Moderator Elect, Pat McCleary 
Treasurer, Charles Harker  

Clerk, Karen Adell  

 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

801 Bushnell St. 
Beloit, Wisconsin 53511 

608-362-4821 
WIFI Password: firstcon 
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STREAMING OUR SERVICES – ON HOLD THIS SUNDAY 
 
Because of a change in the YouTube structure, our streaming service is unable to 
provide streaming this Sunday, October 18.; IT WILL RESUME OF OCTOBER 25. BUT, 
the services are recorded and you can still access them through our web site. 
 
When logging in to First Congregational Church of Beloit, be sure to hit “subscribe” 
and then the “notification bell” next to it. By doing that, you can join our notification 
list which will send reminders of worship but also other special offerings that may 
arise as our programming increases. We can also set this up to remind our viewers of 
our Musica Maxima concerts. 
 
We are so grateful for all those who log on to our website and take advantage of 
sharing in worship with us during this frightening time. Please know that we are 
available to you and you may feel free to contact one of our Pastors by phone.   
 
Be aware also that First Congregational Church shares in ministry in the community 
and supports many of our local missions such as Caritas, Harvest Food Pantry, 16:49 
Mission, and the Angel Tree at Salvation Army. Your gifts toward our ministry or these 
missions is always welcome. Thank you for being part of our Church Family. 


