
 

Sunday, May 3rd 
A Message of Prayer and Worship 

 
Statement of Purpose: In lieu of a Sunday worship service, may this printed service 
provide you with spiritual nourishment. 
 
Please Ponder: My life routine has been significantly altered- Has it changed me? 
Am I more aware of the blessing of human involvement?  Am I more aware of the 
many blessings that have always surrounded me?    
 
Prayer: Our Heavenly Father, in the midst of all that is going on in our world we 
need to feel your presence. In the challenges of an unseen enemy that has afflicted 
our world, we ask that you give us the patience and understanding to stay the 
course. In a country where so many people are facing financial ruin, we pray that 
they gain the support and understanding that allows them to make it through. Amid 
a national pandemic, we know that the most vulnerable are older citizens and those 
with preexisting conditions, we pray for them and their health. For all the heroes who 
daily risk their health and life, we pray for them and their families. Lord, may we feel 
that there is hope in the midst of despair! Amen 
 
The Message                        “Who Is My Neighbor?” 

Scripture Lesson: Luke 10:25-37 
 
Commentary: Jesus is asked a question by an expert on Mosaic Law: “What must I 
do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus first response was to use the Socratic method and to 
ask: “What is written in the law?” In essence, Jesus is saying that the final answer is 
found in scripture- love the Lord and your neighbor. The lawyer followed up with the 
question: Who is my neighbor? Jesus’ reply to this is known as the Parable of the 
Good Samaritan. In the parable,  Jesus shows the hypocrisy of a religious leader 
(priest) and a devoted follower of the law (Levite). The man who interceded was a 
Samaritan. The Samaritans were considered an inferior race by the Jews because 
they did not adhere to the law and often married with people outside their race.  The 
parable clearly points out that to love is to help. 

  



Major Points 
1. People do dumb things including us. 

-No man in his right mind would walk from Jerusalem to Jericho because of 
the many thieves who hid out in the hills. It would be as if today someone 
walked by himself through “the hood” of a city. This man clearly brought the 
calamity upon himself.  
-Have you ever erred and brought a difficult position upon yourself? Locked 
your keys in the car, ran out of gas, climbed the ladder without someone 
holding, and the list goes on. 
-Whether a difficult position is our fault or not, there are times when we need 
help. No one goes through life without needing help. Even John Wayne the 
great example of self-reliance needed help in the living of his life. 
-When we reach perfection in our life, then perhaps we will not require help. 
 
2. The Priest and the Levite had their reasons for walking by. 
-Excuses are easy to come by: They were on a tight schedule, they didn’t know 
the man, it could be a trap, didn’t want to get involved, and the list goes on. 
We are good at making excuses. 
-Jesus was making the point that if the priest teaches and the “loving your 
neighbor.” 
-In the movie The Pianist, a Jewish piano player had to endure the atrocities of 
the Nazis in the Warsaw ghetto. He survived because of the kindnesses of 
Poles who risked their lives to provide shelter and food. In the end however, it 
was a Nazi officer who spared his life and provided food. In life, one never 
knows who will be there to help. 
 
3. We have chances on a regular basis to walk by or to help.  
-We can’t spend every waking moment being a “do gooder” but we should be 
able to do our part. 
-Our society is in great need of people who are willing to help, especially as we 
get through COVID19. 
-Helping is not always without risk. Steve Palermo a great baseball umpire was 
shot helping two waitresses who were being mugged. He was paralyzed but 
said that he doesn’t regret helping and “he would respond the same way”. 
-Each of us have our own stories of people who helped us. It seems to hold a 
special significance when they are strangers—no connections, just the cement 
of humanity connecting them. 
By using a Samaritan as the just one, Jesus is making a significant point—one 
never knows who is our brother. 
-When Jesus asked the lawyer who was his neighbor, the lawyer could not 
bring himself to say “Samaritan” and replied the one who showed mercy. I am 
not sure that the lawyer really got the message. I hope that all of us have. 



The Hymn 465       “Pass It On” 
 

It only takes a spark to get a fire going, 
And soon all those around can warm up in its glowing; 

That's how it is with God's Love, 
Once you've experienced it: 

Your spread the love to everyone 
You want to pass it on.  

 
What a wondrous time is spring, 
When all the tress are budding 

The birds begin to sing, the flowers start their blooming; 
That's how it is with God's love, 

Once you've experienced it: 
You want to sing, it's fresh like spring, 

You want to pass it on.  
 

I wish for you my friend 
This happiness that I've found; 

You can depend on Him, 
It matters not where you're bound: 
I'll shout it from the mountain top, 

I want the world to know: 
The Lord of love has come to me 

I want to pass it on.  
 

A Prayer of Intercession:  
Please silently meditate. 
Please pray for people you know who need help, support and love. 
Please pray for our community, nation, and world as we face COVID-19. 
 
Offering 
The needs of the church are ongoing, so please be faithful with your gifts. 
 

PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH 
Loving and eternal god, you have abundantly blessed us with the power to reach out 
and make a difference in the world. We ask that you bless our ministry through our 
church and increase our love for one another and our community. Help us honor our 
history and seek your will as we march into our future in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
  



The Church service 
will be aired on Facebook (First Congregational Church of Beloit, Wisconsin) 

and on the website www.firstcon.org  
at 10am, Sunday morning 

 
The Story behind the Hymn “Pass It On” 
This relatively modern hymn was written and composed by Kurt Kaiser who is a 
famous musician in his own right appearing with several prominent evangelical 
ministries. It is one of my favorite hymns because it shares the basic message of 
Christianity—through servanthood we pass it on to others. The second line is most 
timely today as we are in springtime. “ What a wondrous time is spring- when all the 
trees are budding, the birds begin to sing, the flowers start their blooming. That’s 
how it is with God’s love once you have experienced it, you want to sing, its fresh like 
spring, you want to pass it on.” This hymn shares the positive message of Christianity 
which inspires us to reach out of comfort zone.   

 
MISSION 
Our MISSION OF THE MONTH FOR MAY AGAIN WILL BE SECOND HARVEST which 
serves those with the need for assistance with food.  As you know, with the COVID-
19 virus and the stay at home orders and the loss of many jobs and temporary lay-
offs, the need has increased.  Please be aware that our usual loose offering at 
worship would be sent to our mission of the month.  Of course, with our meeting on 
line, we are missing that offering.  If you can either donate food or send a monetary 
gift marked “mission” it would be a great help in feeding the hungry in our city. 
 
Also, CARITAS, our mission from March, is serving more than double the amount of 
families usually asking for assistance. They have a website as well so that you can 
make a monetary donation or you may leave bags of food at the Church on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday from 8 until noon. Just ring the doorbell and you can place 
the bags in the entry way off the back parking lot. Thank you for your generosity. 

 

  

http://www.firstcon.org/


 

Luke 10:25-37 New Revised Standard Version  

The Parable of the Good Samaritan 

25 Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus.[a] “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to 
inherit eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read 
there?” 27 He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your 
neighbor as yourself.” 28 And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do 
this, and you will live.” 

29 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30 Jesus 
replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands 
of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. 
31 Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he 
passed by on the other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and 
saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan while traveling came near 
him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. 34 He went to him and bandaged 
his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own 
animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two 
denarii,[b] gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come 
back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.’ 36 Which of these three, do you 
think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” 37 He said, 
“The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+10%3A25-37+&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25381a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+10%3A25-37+&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25391b


 

  
      Did you know Zabdiel Boylston… 
 
 
 

One prominent New Englander who was strongly influenced by Cotton 
Mather was Dr. Zabdiel Boylston (who was also a great-uncle of John 
Adams). Born in Brookline, Massachusetts, in 1680, Boylston never went to 
medical school, but he learned his profession as an apprentice to his father, 
who had been a physician in England. He also trained under another Boston 
physician. (There were no medical schools in North America until 1765.) 
 
Boylston was a successful and wealthy doctor in Boston. He gained a 
reputation as a scholar and a scientist as well, doing scientific research into 
the flora and fauna of North America. He also performed the first surgical 
operation by an American, the first removal of gallstones, and the first 
surgery to remove a breast tumor. It was a smallpox epidemic in 1721 that 
led to Boylston’s greatest claim to fame. Cotton Mather had distributed 
pamphlets to all the physicians in Boston, urging them to use inoculation 
against smallpox. When no one responded, Mather wrote a personal letter 
to Dr. Boylston. Boylston responded by first inoculating his own son and two 
African-American slaves. All three recovered from a mild case of smallpox 
caused by the inoculation and developed an immunity to the disease. In all, 
Boylston inoculated 241 people. Only six of them died, four of whom already 
had a full-blown case of smallpox before the inoculation. Those deaths, 
however, prompted calls to try Boylston for murder. He took to visiting 
patients only at night and in disguise. Probably knowing that Cotton Mather 
had encouraged Boylston, somebody threw a grenade into Mather’s house. 

 
…was a Congregationalist? 

 
Celebrating 400 Years of American Congregationalism 

Learn more about our Congregational History at naccc.org 
 

 

http://www.mayflower1620.org/

