
 
SUNDAY, MARCH 22, 2020 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

 A MESSAGE OF PRAYER AND WORSHIP 

 

 PURPOSE: While we are apart physically, we are never apart spiritually. We hope this 

 printed service will bring you spiritual nourishment on Sunday and throughout the next 

 week. 

 

PRAYER 
 Loving God, you are the source and the center of our  

lives as you choose to love us with a love that is always  

reaching, always searching us out, and never satisfied  

until it achieves its goal: unconditional love. As we  

gather to praise you, we ask that you lead us to love you  

in a way that is devoted and deep.  We long to hear the  

song of your heart – a love song that calls us to love others  

as we love ourselves. Lead us and love us as we sing your  

praises. Amen. 

 

THE GOOD NEWS 

THE MESSAGE 
The sermon enclosed is part of Jesus’ message to his disciples, and now to each of us, that all 

are welcome, all are loved and no one should be considered “less than.” 

 

 

INSIDERS AND OUTSIDERS 

Matt. 15:21-28 

 
Earlier in Chapter 15, we find Peter asking Jesus to explain the parables. Jesus 

marvels that his disciples still don’t get the point of the stories. After a series of stories, 

Jesus goes out into the shadowy district of Tyre and Sidon where he meets a Canaanite 

woman who shouts at him. 
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 This woman has evidently heard about Jesus and his ability to heal and somehow, 

she truly believes that he has the power to help her child. She begins to shout. After a 

while, the disciples have had enough of this woman and they say to Jesus, “Send her away, 

for she keeps shouting after us.” 

  

 Now as the story continues, we find that Jesus is very clear about his mission.  As 

the Messiah, he is sent to gather the sheep and create a new Israel. That is how Matthew’s 

Gospel describes Jesus. 

 

 Yet, there is a subtheme running through the Gospel.  It starts with stargazers and 

the Magi coming to worship the infant Jesus. At several points we find the Gentiles 

showing up, breaking in and intruding.  So now we have the most intrusive of all: this 

pushy Canaanite woman. Jesus attempts to push her away, informing her of his mission. 

She’s a Gentile and he has wandered into Gentile country. But Matthew is brilliant in the 

telling of this story, where the woman persistently demands help. Her need is so great. She 

is a mother; her daughter is ill and needs healing. It’s as though a demon has overtaken 

her child, she is so ill and she knows that Jesus is the one to bring healing. 

  

 She and Jesus banter with one another about dogs and crumbs and Jesus appears to 

be utterly amazed at her persistence. Now remember, here is a Gentile woman who would 

know nothing of theology, yet in Matthew’s story, she dares to argue with Jesus – a Rabbi.  

In that time, how dare she even speak to a male religious leader in that manner. But in the 

end, Jesus says: “Great is your faith.” 

  

 Do you see what happened here? Just a few moments earlier Jesus was marveling at 

the lack of faith and understanding of his own disciples, yet here is this woman, an 

outsider, who seems to understand that the grace of God is present in Jesus. Matthew is 

pointing out the great contrast between the lack of faith of Jesus’ own inner circle, and 

those on the outside. God’s grace will not be limited by those who seem to be deserving 

and those shut out. And the child is healed. 

  

 Of course, the disciples urge Jesus to get rid of her. A Gentile woman, shouting at a 

Rabbi! They act like the secret service, protecting Jesus from unwarranted intrusion. But 

she is determined. She won’t take no for an answer.   

  

 When I first began reading the Gospels, I was shocked by Jesus’ brush off with that 

little slogan about not giving the children’s bread to the dogs. Yet “dogs” was a favorite 

term for Gentiles during that time. They are on the outside. But she is not to be deterred 

and engages in debate. She wants just the crumbs! Just a crumb of God’s grace – that’s all 

she’s asking. 

  

 This woman really gets to Jesus and we hear the famous words: “Great is your 

faith.” You see, this is not just a story about Jesus healing a child. Rather it is about faith 

that is so great that Jesus would have compassion for an outsider – a Gentile woman. 



 We see the compassion of Jesus displayed throughout the Gospels. Compassion for a 

hungry crowd on a hillside, far from town with darkness coming. Compassion for the 

leper, the blind, even the woman bleeding – she dares to touch his robe. She believes. 

His love was not just for the insiders who had come to follow. It overflowed even to the 

outsiders.  

  

 A number of years ago while serving a large down-town Church. Just as I was 

coming into the chancel, a man had shuffled into the Church. Actually, I noticed the 

ushers tried to seat him toward the bank but he insisted on coming toward the front.  I 

could actually smell him as he came closer and he looked like he had been on the streets 

for some time. I stood to make regular announcements after the Prelude and asked if 

anyone had any further announcements. 

 

 The visitor sat quietly until I asked, “Are there any other announcements?” With 

that, he stood up, stepped into the aisle facing the congregation and began to shout: “The 

Lord is good, people! I have made mistakes, took a drink. I lost everything. The Lord 

loves you!  Do you know that? If the Lord can love me, and he can, then he loves you too.” 

  

 He then went off in all directions and was a little hard to follow but we got the point.  

It was clear that he had experienced something of God’s love in spite of his sins and he felt 

redeemed.  And he wanted to tell someone about it. He went on for several more minutes 

and then abruptly, he bowed and sat down. 

  

 Well, the plan for service had been disrupted. The organist was sitting with a silly 

grin on his face wondering what I would do. I raised my arms and invited all who were 

able to stand for the call to worship. We prayed and sang and the voice of this smelly man 

made its way to the rafters. I cut my sermon short with the expertise of a surgeon to make 

up for the time but we worshipped.  

  

 Many of us wondered if that wild man, shouting to us about God’s love and mercy 

might have been just the messenger we needed. His presence, his speech was an intrusion, 

an annoyance to the way we usually proceeded with worship. Some people were disgusted.  

Some annoyed. But there were some with tears in their eyes. 

  

 Could he have been just the intrusion we needed, pushing his way in among us with 

his ravings about the love of God? Have you ever felt the presence of God so real and 

wonderful in your life that in spite of your failings, you knew you were loved? That you 

just had to tell someone? Perhaps we, on the inside, had less faith than he on the outside? 

  

 As we follow the way of Christ, do we hear Jesus calling to us: “Great is your 

faith?” Amen.   
 

 



THE HYMN 
The Servant Song is a relatively new worship hymn composed by Richard Gillard. It is a song 

written to appeal to a congregation or gathering of followers to not only be followers of Christ, 

but to follow in His footsteps in loving and caring for one another. As you read the words, think 

about our congregation and the fellowship and spiritual nurture you receive not only from God, 

but from one another. 
 

“The Servant Song” 

Will you let me be your servant, 

Let me be as Christ to you; 

Pray that I may have the grace 

to let you be my servant, too. 

We are pilgrims on the journey, 

we are trav-‘lers on the road; 

We are here to help each other 

Walk the mile and bear the load. 

I will hold the Christ light for you 

In the night time of your fear; 

I will hold my hand out to you, 

Speak the peace you long to hear. 

I will weep when you are weeping; 

when you laugh, I'll laugh with you. 

I will share your joy and sorrow 

'Til we've seen this journey through. 

When we sing to God in heaven 

We shall find such harmony, 

Born of all we’ve known together 

Of Christ’s love and agony 

Will you let me be your servant, 

Let me be as Christ to you; 

Pray that I may have the grace 

To let you be my servant, too. 

 

The Servant song was written by Gillard, Richard. (Malmesbury, Wiltshire County, England, 

May 22, 1953- ). The eldest of six children, he emigrated to New Zealand with his family when 

he was three years old. Writes, "I've had almost no formal musical training. I'm a self-taught 

guitarist and play mostly in a folk style." Regarding "The Servant Song," he says it "was first 

published in 1978 on a record album by Scripture in Song called "Father Make Us One" and has 

appeared subsequently in other Scripture in Song publications including a song book entitled 

"Songs of Praise" which is widely used by New Zealand congregations. It has also been 



recorded by the St. Pauls Singers of St Pauls Anglican Church. This album, called New Harvest 

introduces songs and hymns from their own songbook of the same name." 

 

PRAYER OF COMMITMENT 
 Loving God as the sun rises each day, may we rise from ours lumber  

and find deeds to be done in your name. May we sing your praises and  minister to  

our loved ones and our community. Lord, we seek your presence and ask that you  

help us find your will for our lives. May we give generously to others and be lifted Z 

by your grace. Amen. 

 

Prayer for the Church 

Loving and Eternal God, you have abundantly blessed us with the power to reach out and 

make a difference in the world. We ask that you bless our ministry through our Church 

and increase our love for one another and our community. Help us honor our history and 

seek your will as we march into our future in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


