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PASTOR’S PASSAGE 
In the letter to the Romans, we find the marks of a true Christian. It 
reads: “Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is 
good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in 
showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord.  
Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.  
Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.” 
 
As I have witnessed the various reaction of people to every aspect of 
the pandemic these past months, I have found myself curious 
concerning the religious background of those around us. All of us 
have seen the very best in people. Those who are committed to 
protecting themselves and their families as well as the people around 
them. Those who have reached out to assure those who live on the 
edge of poverty are assisted with food and health care. I loved 
watching a group gathering in prayer one day in the middle of a 
neighborhood as they came together with food from their pantries and 
placed it on the curb for police officers to gather and deliver. And as 
the news came to us of the progress of many companies working 
together to find a vaccine rather than competing with one another, I 
found myself reaching for hope and persevering in prayer. But we 
have also seen the very worst at times as well. It has been 
disheartening. 
 
But let’s face it. We are tired. We are all intelligent enough to realize 
this is something that happens once in a hundred years and the 
seriousness of this pandemic cannot be underestimated. But we are 



impatient. We want it to be over. We want to deny it’s still with us and 
“get back to normal.” But what will normal be? In our homes? Our 
Churches? Our Schools? Our Businesses? All of the places we take 
for granted now?  
 
One of the periodicals I read regularly had a headline which read:  
“Life will never be the same.” With each historical event, whether it be 
a war or conflict, an epidemic or an attack on our country, the author 
of that article is right. Our lives will never be the same. I do not see a 
time when we can just take off our masks, put away the hand 
sanitizers and gather in crowds without being fearful. I don’t think 
that’s negative. I think it is simply reality. We have much to learn from 
this desperate time in our history. But I hope as we adjust and 
continue on the journey together, we look again and again at the 
scriptures to guide us. Rather than condemn or find fault or argue 
over solutions, perhaps we could hold fast to what is good and love 
one another with affection. We may not always agree, but if our goal 
is to work together toward the will of God, we can never go wrong. 
 
I am so proud and happy to be your Pastor and to share this 
important time with you. As I return to a regular schedule of ministry, I 
hope we can lead others through our behavior and deep faith to love 
unconditionally and never lag in zeal.  Remember – God is always 
with us. 
       My Love and Blessings, 
         Joy 

 
 

 



MINISTER’S MESSAGE 

I recently preached a sermon about race relations based on “The 
Sneetches” by Dr. Seuss. As a follow up, I would like to share a few 
quotes from the good doctor that can help us better understand the 
how to find more understanding and happiness. 

 Dr. Seuss was an author of great renown whose books 
for youth are actually books for people of all ages. His books 
contained great insights into many of life’s important issues. I would 
like to share three quotes from Dr. Seuss and my take on them. 

“Don’t cry because it is over, smile because it happened.”  
This quote reflects the power of having the right attitude. The 
emphasis changes from one of despair because something has 
ended to joy that it happened.  We have choices everyday on we may 
view events in our life and it is up to us to see the big picture.  We 
should smile because it happened! 

“Sometimes the questions are complicated and the 
answers are simple.” 
Many people are control freaks and they want to feel that they are 
100$ in control of their lives. When they ask questions, they often 
contain numerous parts that leave no detail out. The answer normally 
is quite simple with answers like “yes” or “no”. We don’t have to make 
our lives more complicated, we can accept simple, often obvious 
answers to life questions. 

“Today you are You,  that is truer than true. There is no one 
alive who is Youer than You.” 

Socrates offered timeless advice in the adage “Know yourself”. It is 
important for us to accept who we are and what we are – a work in 
progress. Too many people “beat themselves up” and 
have low self-esteem. The Lord calls us to strength in 
his name and to find self-acceptance in our hearts. You 
are You and that is good, but getting better!  
        Gene 
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Prayer for the Church 
Loving and Eternal God, you have abundantly blessed us with the 
power to reach out and make a difference in the world. We ask that 
you bless our ministry through our Church and increase our love for 
one another and our community. Help us honor our history and seek 
your will as we march into our future in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

DONNA’S DELIBERATIONS 
As you know we had a different type of annual meeting the end of 
June, completed in a written summary with ballots and a self-
addressed stamped envelope for your response. Our three 
nominations—Karen Adell, Kaelyb Lokrantz, and Ron Peterson--were 
approved. At the same time, I attended the National Association of 
Congregational Christian Churches by zoom for the 66th annual 
meeting. Zoom is a program that can be used to talk and see several 
people at a time through the internet. This made a very interesting 
experience with over 200 people on the website at once. We voted 
online and everything voted on, past.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



To see the video or written reports, you can go to their website 
https://www.naccc.org/2020-amc-information.html or to our website’s 
“Home” page and scroll down to “Helpful 
Links”. There you will see their logo with 
the pilgrim boat. Click onto that and it will 
take you to their site.  
 
The Council’s year began July 1 and our 
first meeting was to take place on July 15 
but was canceled. Instead our first Council meeting for the year will 
be August 19. I and my family were exposed to someone who had 
been exposed to COVID-19 on July 8. We then quarantined 
ourselves until July 22. Three of us were tested with the results of 
negative. Praise God! This was an interesting experience. We had to 
cancel all appointments, order groceries, have someone pick them up 
for us and set them on the sidewalk to our front door. Once they were 
safely in their car, we’d go out and get the groceries. Thank goodness 
for the internet and for streaming our church services. We needed to 
be safe and keep others safe since any of us could be vulnerable to 
this horrible virus. This is why washing hands and wearing a mask at 
church is so important. You never know who has been infected and 
isn’t showing symptoms yet.  
The final draft of the logo is completed. Remember, a committee of 
seven church members took classes, did the homework, and 
participated in discussions about each part of the branding process. 
Even within our group we had differences of opinions and could not 
all be 100% happy all the time. That is why all church members were 
not a part of this process or asked to vote on the results. Can you 
imagine how long this would take if every church member offered 
their modifications with each of the many phases of the work? 
However, each outcome from the committee has or will be brought to 
the Council for approval. Then we’ll have a big reveal. I am proud of 
the way the committee captured the voice of our church and the 
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serious commitment they put into this work. Each individual is a true 
gift. 
Keep bringing your donations for the Gifts of Love to be held in 
November. Those donations include clean clothes, furniture, 
kitchenware, etc. to give away for people who are struggling to make 
ends meet. Now is the time to clean out those cupboards and closets. 
If you come by in the mornings during the week, Robin can let you in 
to drop off these gifts.  
 
Member Interview 
This month I was pleased to interview two of our younger members, 
Katie and Krissy Landon. At church we usually see them working 
together. Although each is unique in their own special way, Katie is 
the eldest. She was born in Santa Cruz, CA and lived there until she 
was 4 years old and Krissy was three. That is when the family moved 
to Wisconsin in early 2007. The family consists of mom Kathy, dad 
Peter, sisters Katie and Krissy and a dog, Milton. Katie has recently 
adopted a fish she calls Keem.  
 
As a child, Katie’s father has been the biggest influence in her life. 
She still looks up to him as he is always acting in the best interest for 
her and Krissy. At the same time, Krissy looks up to her older sister. 
She feels she can go to her with anything. 
 
Many may know both Katie and Krissy have done their share of 
swimming competitively. According to the Beloit Daily News for 
November 18, 2019, “Beloit Memorial senior Katie Landon 
completed her terrific career with a 22nd-place finish in the 100 
butterfly at the WIAA Division 1 state swimming meet. Landon swam 
a 59.51 to finish 22nd.” This past spring in the middle of Covid 
outbreak, Katie graduated from Beloit Memorial high school. Now 
she is looking forwards to attending Monmouth College in the fall. 



There she will study Anthropology and Sociology in Human Services. 
Swimming will continue to be her biggest hobby. 
 
For as long as Katie can remember, while living in Beloit, she has 
always gone to church with her dad. She was baptized into the 
Episcopal faith and then attended First Presbyterian until it closed 
down. Then her family joined First Congregational and have been in 
attendance here ever since. Katie says, she “receives a sense of 
loyalty and togetherness from the congregation”. Meanwhile, she 
would love to see more of her peers in attendance. Katie thinks they 
“would benefit greatly from the words of Rev. Joy and Pastor Gene”. 
Meanwhile, she stays involved with ushering and is now learning how 
to do the streaming of our church services. At this stage of life, Katie 
says she is focusing on attaining the favor of God and to make her 
family proud of her. 
 
Katie wants people to know that she is a part of the LGBTQ+ 
community and thanks our church members for making her feel 
welcomed and accepted. She also shares her very strong feelings 
about the Black Lives Movement as many of the people she holds 
dear are people of color.  
 
Krissy is an incoming junior at Beloit Memorial. Currently, she works 
as a lifeguard at Krueger pool and as a hostess at the Butterfly Club. 
Krissy remembers her concerns starting at Beloit Memorial as a 
freshman. The school is very diverse with so many people. However, 
she was pleased to make many amazing friends right away that are 
now very close. Her one concern is that sometimes people her age 
seem to find ways to talk badly about others and to spread rumors as 
well. Some of Krissy’s talents consist of varsity swimmer and singing. 
Gaining admittance into the highest concert choir at Beloit Memorial 
her sophomore year was a proud accomplishment. Her dad wants 
Krissy to join the church choir. For now, she thinks she’s too young 



and inexperienced to join, but maybe in the future. Otherwise, Krissy 
considers herself a shy person who doesn’t socialize much but is nice 
as a classmate and a respectful good student. Hanging out with her 
friends and riding her longboard (A longboard is a type of sports 
equipment similar to, but not the same as, a skateboard. It is often 
longer than a skateboard and it tends to be faster) are some of her 
joys.  
 
Church attendance has always been where, her dad and 
grandparents went. With this church she has no complaints, but only 
love for it. Being in church helps her become more in touch with her 
feelings, because she is always able to relate to something in the 
service that expands her knowledge and affect her feelings.  
 
Krissy’s wish is to see people treat others with kindness and respect, 
especially those of color and those with different sexuality. “Not 
everyone is the same ya know so I think it’s about time we all just 
come to that realization and act on it!” Finally, Krissy wants us to 
know she is a very shy teenager who struggles with epilepsy. It is not 
severe, but it does impact her moods, her everyday activities’, and 
those around her. Meanwhile, she just wants to live her life as happily 
as she can without having to worry so much about the little things. 
She just tries “to focus on the good things in life because I know God 
has my back and is always looking out for me.” 
 
Thank you, Katie and Krissy, for sharing with us some very personal 
insights and allowing us to continue being a warm friendly supporting 
church for you.  
Your sister in Christ,   Donna 
donnadoc@hotmail.com 
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A NOTE OF GREETING FROM MAX, YOUR MUSICIAN 

The month of Caesar Augustus is upon us, and I am glad we do not have to all 
travel to our places of birth to be taxed. Travelling would be difficult, even if not 
by donkey. In this time of many concerns we welcome back to the pulpit and our 
daily decision-making lives our beloved Reverend Joy. I especially laud Pastor 
Gene for his wise and compassionate leadership during these last several 
months. In our continued health concern, there is much to determine as we move 
forward in our Sunday morning ministry of music, and in our community-based 
program of concerts. Caesar Augustus is keeping things quite hot, so it is good 
that we do not have to travel to our places of birth to be taxed. 
 

 

August 4, Charles Ruch 
August 5, Richard Wanninger 
August 10, Prudy Harker 
August 21, Bob Blakeley 
August 24, Carol Hines 
August 26, Peter Landon 
August 19, Ron and Sarah Starmer 
August 25, Marge and Darrel Austin 
 

Mission of the Month – 16:49 16 Hours and 49 minutes...The time between 
school ending one day and starting the next, for some kids, are the longest hours 
of their entire lives. 
Project 16:49 is a local non-profit organization serving Rock County’s 
unaccompanied homeless teens. We believe every child deserves an opportunity 
to succeed. To that end, Project 16:49 ensures access to the services and 
support these students need to remain in school, graduate and become self-
sufficient adults. This is accomplished primarily through two avenues: 
1. Securing access to safe and stable housing 
       * We work with Safe Families for Children to obtain host homes/families 
for short and longer-term housing for youth under 18 years of age. 
 * We provide supervised shared living opportunities for youth ages 18 – 20 

https://www.project1649.org/


who meet our eligibility criteria, as space allows.  
2. Providing case management and support to youth as they work to complete an 
individual goal plan. Plans address seven key areas, and are designed to help 
youth overcome barriers and acquire knowledge and skills to live independently.  
FACTS about Rock County’s Children 
1 in 4 children live in poverty. 
Approximately 1,000 students are identified as homeless each school year.  
160+ homeless teens are living without a parent or guardian.  
Only 60–75% of unaccompanied homeless seniors graduate high school on time 
without intervention.  
21–37% of unaccompanied and homeless high school girls are or become 
pregnant.  
The increased lifetime contribution to society of a student who receives his/her 
diploma is $127,000.  
FACTS about Homeless Children in the U.S. 
Homeless Children suffer three times as many stomach problems, 50% more ear 
infections and twice as many hospitalizations as non-homeless children. 
Homeless children are hungry more than twice as often as other children. 
14% of homeless children are diagnosed with a learning disability — double the 
rate of other children. 
21% of homeless children repeat a grade because of frequent school absences. 
Within a single school year, 41% of homeless students attend two different 
schools, 28% attend three or more. 
Research show a loss of 3–6 months of academic progress each time a child 
changes schools. 

THANK YOU FOR CARING! 
  

To Assure the Safety of all our worshipers 
We follow The Temporary Dynamics of Worship 

• Social Distancing 

• Wearing of Masks 

• No Communion 

• No Congregational Singing    

• Offering – please place in the basket 

• No Greeting or Fellowship Time 

 



Welcome to Etta Patten 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 2, Worship, 10am The Rev. Gene Van Galder, preaching 
August 3, Staff Meeting 8:30am 
August 5, Al-Anon 10am 
August 9, Worship 10am The Rev. Joy A. Baumgartner, 

preaching 
August 10, Staff Meeting 8:30am 
August 12, Al-Anon 10am 
August 16, Worship 10am The Rev. Gene Van Galder, preaching 
August 17, Staff Meeting 8:30am 
August 19, Church Council Meeting 9:30am 

Al-Anon 10am 
August 22, Wedding 
August 23, Worship 10am The Rev. Joy A. Baumgartner, 

preaching 
August 24, Staff Meeting 8:30am 

Newsletter Deadline 
August 26, Al-Anon 10am 
August 30, Worship 10am The Rev. Gene Van Galder, preaching 
August 31, Staff Meeting 8:30am 
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First Congregational Church  
801 Bushnell Street 
Beloit, WI 53511 
608 362 4821 fax 608 362 1967  
Pastor: 517 899 6784 Office hours: 8:00 am 12:00 pm 
Worship Service Sunday, 10:00 a.m.  
Email: info@firstcon.org Website www.firstcon.org 

 

 

We are especially Thankful for:  YOU 
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