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PASTOR’S PASSAGE 

HOPE           PEACE              JOY            LOVE 
Those are the words that describe the focus for the four Sundays of 

Advent. We light the candles on the Advent Wreath and think about the 
things that Jesus brought to us through his life and teachings. But this birth 
that we celebrate is more than a birthday or a holiday. It represents God’s 
love for humanity in amazing ways.  

  
At a time when life was difficult and sometimes hopeless, a little child 

came into the world and grew into a courageous and humble teacher – a 
Rabbi. Jesus lived a life that exemplified peace and prayed with his 
followers that the world would find peace. His very presence brought joy to 
the people around him as they realized he was indeed more than a prophet 
and his message was not negative but full of God’s love. And of course, the 
message of Jesus from beginning to end was one of love – love one’s 
neighbor, love as we have been loved, love even an enemy. A true 
challenge then and today. 

 
The year 2020 has been a true challenge and certainly, we can all use 

some words of hope, peace, joy and love. As we think about the birth of 
this one we call Savior, my hope is that we can find peace in our hearts and 
in our nation. That peace will be the call-word for us as we search for ways 
to live with equality and inclusivity. In spite of such difficulties and not 
being able to worship together, we are so fortunate to be part of a 



congregation that believes in God’s goodness and grace and we care deeply 
for our own congregation but also for our community and the world.  

 
Hope, peace, joy and love – may you find each one in your heart and 

share it with others as you share this Christmas season. 
     My Christmas Blessings, 
       Joy 

 

MINISTER’S MESSAGE 

What Is Christmas? 
First and foremost, it is the celebration of a birth. People may get caught 
up in a discussion about the details of the birth: Was it on December 25th? 
Was it a virgin birth? Was he really born in a stable in Bethlehem? Did a 
bright star actually mark his birth? Leave that behind. If you are blessed to 
have a child or children, do you remember the miracle of a birth? To look at 
a newborn with tiny fingers and toes - to be in awe that the baby is a part 
of you. In many ways, the birth of a baby at any time or in any place is a 
miracle - a reminder of the goodness of life. Regardless of all the natal 
details, we know that Jesus brought a new paradigm for living.  
 
There is no question that COVID 19 has caused misery and disruption in our 
lives. For many families, they are trying to figure out how to safely gather to 
enjoy Christmas. It is certainly going to be different but hopefully with a 
few adaptions, a safe gathering may be held. Our hearts go out to those 
who will be in hospitals without the benefit of family visits. In this difficult 
time, we need to find the magic of Christmas any way that we can. 
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It is a time for family. Whether it is your biology family or your family of 
friends, it is a time of food, drink, parties, and conversation. If you ask 
someone about a memorable Christmas, it may be the one that they were 
unable to be with their family: A soldier far from home celebrating 
Christmas in the field. It is a time to remember how vital family is and to 
feel the love from the family bonds. 
 
It is a time of giving and receiving. The tradition of gift giving goes back to 
the Three Wise Men. It is believed that Italy was the first country to fully 
embrace the giving of gifts at Christmas. It is not just the gifts under the 
tree; it is the giving of smiles, the giving of joy, and the giving of compassion 
that mark the most significant gifts. If you are at the receiving end, you feel 
the blessing of someone who cares about you. An essential message of 
Christianity is that we are people who care, not only at Christmas but every 
day. 
 
It is a time of memories. We reflect upon Christmases past- from the days 
of our youth to the days of children’s youth. The gift of memory allows us 
to keep alive those stories and those people who were such an important 
part of our life. The first Christmas after the passing of my mother was 
difficult until I saw the excitement of a grandchild on Christmas morning. 
We have the great gift of going back but we are most blessed that our 
journey continues and we have the opportunity to create new Christmas 
memories. 
 
May you experience the excitement, memories, joy, and peace that are 
Christmas!    Gene 
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Prayer for the Church 

Loving and Eternal God, you have abundantly blessed us with the power to 

reach out and make a difference in the world. We ask that you bless our 

ministry through our Church and increase our love for one another and our 

community. Help us honor our history and seek your will as we march into 

our future in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

DONNA’S DELIBERATIONS 
Dear Church Family, 
The results of the member voting were approval for 
the bylaw amendments and the 2021 Budget. Thank 
you for mailing in your ballots. Meanwhile, the 
pandemic is taking its toll on our country. I’ve had 
family and friends with COVID now. I hope you have 
been able to avoid being exposed to the virus. One 
way to keep in touch with us is by watching the live streaming of services 
such as 10am Sunday morning Church and MUSICA MAXIMA November 22 
program. If you can’t watch the services live while streaming you can still go 
to our website www.firstcon.org on your own time. One click on the 
“YouTube” button at the top of the website’s page and it will take you to all 
the services that have been recorded this year. Then click onto the service 
you want to watch. If you are on Facebook, you can also go to our Church’s 
Facebook page and see posts meant to encourage and keep you updated. 
Almost every Wednesday, Pastor Joy has a post that is emailed to all, but it 
is also placed on Facebook. This is a picture of the top of our Facebook 
page.  
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Our Facebook page has an upcoming “Event” page, “About” us page, 
Videos, pictures, and even a link to reach our YouTube Channel and find the 
service/program you wish to watch. Do take advantage of this gift to uplift 
you spiritually.  
 
Our Council has met twice now using zoom on the internet. It has been 
helpful to keep us addressing Church needs and planning. We have a time 
crunch with the meetings since we are not paying for zoom, so we move 
quickly through the agenda. Peter Landon has been approved by the 
Council to join us since his work with streaming and recording are very 
important to our members.  
 



Meanwhile, since paid staff hours have been decreased and the Church has 
been closed for meetings, we are taking the opportunity to work on odds 
and ends of things in preparation for when we can open the Church again. 
These odds and ends include cleaning out files, moving valuable things to 
the archives, going through cupboards and drawers, and doing some 
overhaul of computer files. We are trying to keep papers digitally now. It 
will save on money for paper, ink, and space for storage. All of this takes 
time but hopefully we can return to planning our future goals for this 
Church with your input and begin programs that will support our members 
and encourage others in the community.  
 
We are grateful to Rev. Kendell Nordstrom for his continued work in the 
archives. With some of our house cleaning during this time, we have given 
him all kinds of archive work. We will also be working on a comfortable 
space for him as he reviews books, pictures, and files.  
 
Member Interview 
I interviewed a long-term member for the Newsletter. You may know 
Him. Let me give you some of His history with this Church. It seems on 
March 19, 1837 was the first time a small group of settlers gathered 
around the fireplace in the Blodgett’s cabin and began worshipping 
together. At that time, He was invited to join them. These folks would 
later use several homes and different pastors for Church. He was always 
invited to gather with them.  
 
A stone Church was built and dedicated January 3, 1844. However, by 
1855 the need for a new building was discussed. It was finally built and 
dedicated to Him on July 6, 1862. During the building of this new 
Church, the congregation was under “great financial stress”. The civil 
war was in progress (April 1861-May 1865), which meant not only were 
there requests for money for a new Church but also for the Union cause. 



The members still managed to pay off the debt to complete the Church. 
Again, He was there listening to their prayers and answering them.  
 
He was there when one Sunday during the winter a deacon sitting near 
the front of the Church, exclaimed that the Church was on fire. The 
deacon “kicked a hole in the plaster above the choir loft while the 
congregation brought in pails of water and snow to” put the fire out.  
 
He was there when the high school graduates were rehearsing their 
graduation exercises at 6pm on June 11, 1883. A tornado came through 
and ripped the eleven-year-old steeple off the Church and dropped it on 
Horace White Park. No one was injured.  
 
He was there on that stormy night in August 1998 when lightning struck 
the old timbers of the Church. For five hours the fire burned undetected, 
but by morning only four walls of the Church remained. The members 
felt such grief for the unexpected loss and disconnection from each 
other. From this tragedy, a new spiritual awakening occurred. Through 
all of the rebuilding, financing, ministries, and meetings, He stayed right 
there. Once again on October 13, 2001, a new building where we 
currently meet was dedicated and once again, He was invited to be 
present.  
 
I think at the 125th Church’s anniversary in 1963, the Minister, Stanley 
B. Crosland said these words that are applicable today. He said, “So the 
history of this Church is written for us to read and enjoy and appreciate. 
We can even congratulate ourselves upon it. But the next chapter is 
missing. It is up to us—to you, to you, and me, to write it. It is a sobering 
thought that the future of this wonderful Church depends upon us. And 
may God have mercy on us if we fail to do our part.” 
 



Up until now we have worked to do our part, but then COVID hit. Once 
again, grief, disconnection from each other, real financial concerns, 
spiritual and physical suffering seems to be flourishing. Once again, we 
are in a crisis. But guess what? He is still here! 
 
The story is told of Akiane Kramarik’s when she was a very young, she 
began painting. Akiane states, “for many years a blurry image of Prince 
of Peace appeared to me in my dreams and visions. Only after a 
mysterious carpenter came knocking on our door one afternoon that I 
knew it was the right time to paint the story of hope.” 
(https://akiane.com/product/prince-of-peace/ )  
 
She was four years old when she 
began painting this picture and 
completed the painting when she 
was eight. By now, you must know 
who I’m talking about as the long-
term member of this Church. He 
promised to be with us “even to 
the end of the world.” He has been 
with this Church in all the 
gatherings, dreams, constructions, 
births, disasters, prospects, 
funerals, weddings, despairs, and 
even our trusting Him when things 
seem impossible. He truly is our 
Prince of Peace in the midst of so 
much turmoil.  
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More than ever before, keep inviting Him into your life and asking His 
guidance in all we do for this Church—our people and community. 
 
Your sister in Christ, 
 
Donna 
donnadoc@hotmail.com  
 
MUSIC NOTES FROM MAX 
Greetings, good folks!  
As we remain physically apart from one 
another, we strive for togetherness in 
spirit in this Advent season. I have noticed boxes of holiday 
greenery awaiting adornment of the church, which you may have to 
observe from the camera’s eye. In similar anticipation of 
celebration, we have some of our favorite musicians coming to our 
services over the next few weeks to make our journey meaningful. 
Advent begins this coming Sunday, November 29. Hannah Tobias 
will be our guest musician with her flute, with some beautiful Bach 
music as the prelude, and then playing the carols during the 
service, including “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” as we light the 
Advent wreath. Advent doesn’t begin until we sing “O Come, O 
Come, Emmanuel”. 
Zachary Peterson will be our guest violinist on December 6; Emily 
Sobacki, violin, will be with us on December 13. On December 20, 
our dear friend, Cheryl Kitto, will be with us to sing “Heaven’s 
Child”. Kay and Kendell have agreed to be in the choir loft on 
December 27 as we celebrate with a service of carols of many 
traditions.  
But the time when I most wish you could be here physically is 
Christmas Eve, when we will sing carols and have the best music in 
response to the scripture lessons. I am practicing some wonderful 
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Christmas organ music, and with me will be Kristein Schwecke, 
soprano, who has been with us for the last several Christmas Eve 
services, and our favorite flutist, Hannah Tobias.  
I wish you all the happiest of seasons, as enter this Advent time. 
Max 

CHURCH STAFF OFFICE HOURS 
A reminder that during this pandemic shut down 
time, our staff will be working the following hours: 
Robin – Monday, Tuesday, Thursday – 8 to 11 a.m. 
Etta – Monday and Wednesday – 8 to noon 
Richard – Monday, Wednesday and Friday – 7 to 11 
a.m. 
Max, Gene and Joy – regular hours – Monday thru Thursday 
mornings 

 
 

December 9 Jane Sholes 
December 12 Sarah Starmer 
December 16 Ron Starmer 
December 18 Jane Blackwood 
December 26 Tom Raymer 
December 29 Kaydee Landon 
December 31 Ben Westphal 
 Darrel Austin 
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UPDATES OF ADDRESSES AND EMAILS 
If you have recently updated or changed your email or phone or 
address, please let Robin in the Church Office know. Email her at 
info@firstcon.org or call the church at 608-362-4821 and give her 
the correct information. Several emails have been returned recently 
and we don’t want to miss anyone with special news. 
 

MISSION OF THE MONTH 
Salvation Army Angel Tree 

Because of our inability to be here in the Church 

building, rather than try to distribute names and 

receive gifts, we ask that you send a check made 

out to the Church marked “Angel Tree” BEFORE DECEMBER 10 

and these funds will be forwarded to the Salvation Army for gift 

distribution to the many needy families. 

 

Camaroon Mission 
Our November mission was the Orphanage in Cameroon, which 
Pastor Gene has visited and supported for many years. If you have 
not yet contributed, please send your check made out to the 
Church marked “CAMAROON ORPHANAGE” and Gene will see 
that this offering is forwarded to the Orphanage. 
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THIS IS MY CHURCH 
(Thank you to Pat Raymer, who found this little poem in the 

archives and thought our congregation would like to read it.) 

THIS IS MY CHURCH 
It is composed of people like me. 

We make it what it is. 
It will be friendly, if I am. 

Its pews will be filled, if I help to fill them. 
It will do great work, if I work. 

It will make generous gifts to many causes 
if I am a generous giver. 

It will bring other people into its worship and 
fellowship if I bring them. 

It will be a church of loyalty and love, of 
fearlessness and faith, and a church 

with a noble spirit – if I, 
who make it what it is, am filled with these. 

Therefore, with the help of God, I shall 
educate myself to the task of being 

all the things that I want my church to be.  Anonymous 

 

WORSHIP IN DECEMBER 

With the reports from the Health Department and State concerning 

COVID-19, it does not appear that we will be able to open the 

Church for worship in December. We will certainly keep you 

apprised of any change, but we will plan to stream our worship 

https://subscriber.newsletternewsletter.com/subscriber/viewimages?nlnIssueDate=2020-12-01&page=2&ipp=50


services during Advent. On Christmas Eve, we will indeed have our annual 

SERVICE OF CAROLS AND SCRIPTURE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE at 7 p.m. It will 

be streamed and recorded so that the community can watch live or later.  

 

December Calendar 

December 6, Worship, 10am- Streaming  

The Rev. Gene Van Galder, preaching 

December 13, Worship, 10am- Streaming 

The Rev. Joy A. Baumgartner, preaching 

December 20, 10am Worship-Streaming 

 The Rev. Gene Van Galder, preaching 

December 24, Worship 7pm -Streaming  

The Rev. Joy A Baumgartner and  

The Rev. Gene Van Galder, preaching 

December 27, Worship, 10am - Carol sing 

The Rev. Gene Van Galder, preaching 

 

FROM THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CONGREGATIONAL 
CHRISTIAN CHURCHES – 

A 2020 THANKSGIVING PROCLAMATION 
 
(Each year, a minister from the National Association is invited to write a 
Thanksgiving Proclamation in honor of the first proclamation in the 
colonies. This year the author is the Rev. Dr. Shawn Stapleton) 
 
On October 3, 1789, President George Washington issued the first 
Thanksgiving Proclamation saying, “…it is the duty of all Nations to 
acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, to obey his will, to be 



grateful for his benefits, and humbly to implore his protection and favor.”  
While that statement is perpetually true, it seems more true than ever in 
2020. 
 
It was 400 years ago this month – several generations before General 
Washington’s declaration of a national Day of Thanksgiving – that our 
spiritual and ecclesiastical fore parents stepped off the Mayflower on to the 
shores of Cape Cod after 66 harrowing days at sea.  Conditions were 
challenging, to say the least, and they lost many of the family and friends 
with whom they left the shores of Europe.  With the help of the Indigenous 
Wampanoag people – a people with whom they might have had immediate 
conflict – the Pilgrims were able to eventually plant and harvest sustainable 
crops, and withstand the harsh climate of the New England shores. 
Today, we are not unlike those Pilgrims – we have settled in uncharted 
territory; we have lost many family and friends; we need to band together 
to get through these challenges. 
 
With those things in mind, let us give thanks:  for every breath, which is a 
gift from God; for every moment together, knowing the next is not assured; 
for every provision God supplies, no matter how meager; for every member 
of our support system, without which we could not survive. 
 
May God grant us all the courage, grace, strength, faith and tenacity to 
forge ahead as we face whatever challenges might lay before us.  With 
Jesus and as our Lord and the Holy Spirit as our guide, we can march with 
confidence into 2021.  May the blessings of God be with all of you this 
holiday season! 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
First Congregational Church  
801 Bushnell Street 
Beloit, WI 53511 
608.362.4821 fax 608.362.1967  
Pastor: 517.899.6784 Office hours: 8:00 am 12:00 pm 
Worship Service Sunday, 10:00 am live streaming 
Email: info@firstcon.org Website www.firstcon.org 

      
We are especially Thankful for: 
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