
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

LET THE WISE LISTEN  
AND ADD TO THEIR LEARNING,  

AND LET THE DISCERNING  
GET GUIDANCE.  
PROVERBS 1:5 
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
SUNDAY, JUNE 21, 2020 

The service of worship begins with the first gift of God – the 
music of the organ. May you feel the Spirit of God through the 
power and quietness as you become comfortable and prepare 
to worship. 

 
*Please stand as you are able 

Listening devices are available 
Large Print Bulletins are available 

 _____________________________________________________  

 
WE GATHER TO PRAISE GOD 

 

PRELUDE  Passacaglia (played on the harpsichord)   Georg Muffat 

 
PASTORAL WELCOME 
 
*THE CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader: How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, 
People: that we should be called the children of God! 
Leader: And that is what we are! 
People: This is family time, 
Leader: let’s worship together. 
People: Praise God, our Father, 
Leader: and Christ Jesus, our Brother, 
People: and the Holy Spirit. 
Leader: Let us worship together, 
People: as children of God! 

 

 



*GATHERING PRAYER (IN UNISON) 
Our Father who loves us and makes us his own, draw us close 
to your heart and increase our capacity to overflow with your 
love. With childlike faith, we wait for you in expectation. Amen. 

 
MUSIC                    “This Is My Father’s World”     TERRA BEATA 

 
THE GOOD NEWS 

 
SCRIPTURE READING                                Proverbs 4.1-14 
 

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 
THE GOOD NEWS                                “Traits of the Father” 

The Rev. Gene Van Galder, preaching 
 
MUSIC     Variations on OLD HUNDREDTH                  R. J. Janson 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PRAYER CONCERN 

Rev. Joy Baumgartner, Jane Blackwood and Tony Prestil 

 
QUIET PRAYER, PASTORAL PRAYER 

Our Father, who are in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For yours is the 
kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL INSIGHT 



 
WE GO OUT INTO THE WORLD 

 
MUSIC                    “Faith of the Fathers”             ST. CATHERINE 

 
BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE   "Earth and All Stars" (hymn 30)     David N. Johnson 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
Preaching …………………………………..The Rev. Gene Van Galder 
Organist and Director of Music………………….……….…..Max Yount 
Ushers…………………………………………..Ron and Janet Peterson 

 
 

First Congregational Church of Beloit 
Is a Member of 

The National Association of Congregational Christian Churches 
And the Wisconsin Conference of Congregational Churches 

 

Welcome to First Congregational Church 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in the 
worship, study, fellowship and service of this congregation. 
If you are a guest with us this morning, our ushers are available to 
assist you. Individual listening devices for improved sound. Large 
Print Bulletins are available for those with hearing or sight needs. 
Please ask an usher if you would like one. Restrooms are located to 
your left as you leave the worship space.  
  



The Temporary Dynamics of Worship 

• Social Distancing 

• Wearing of Masks 

• No Communion 

• No Congregational Singing    

• Offering – please place in the basket 

• No Greeting or Fellowship Time 
 
 

This Week at Church 
June 24, Al-Anon 10am in the Gathering Space 

June 28, Worship, 10 am the Rev. Gene Van Galder, preaching 
 
 

Ushering 
If you would be interested in ushering please call the Church 
office and let them know. We currently have the 4th and 5th 
Sundays open. 
 

Prayer for the Church 
Loving and Eternal God, you have abundantly blessed us with the 
power to reach out and make a difference in the world. We ask that 
you bless our ministry through our Church and increase our love for 
one another and our community. Help us honor our history and seek 
your will as we march into our future in Jesus’ name. Amen 
 
  



MISSION OF THE MONTH 

 
Who We Are and What We Do! 

Caritas Community Resource Center 

Caritas has been providing food and clothing to our neighbors in need for 

more than forty years. We are committed to supporting the health of our guests 

by prioritizing the distribution of recommended USDA’s MyPlate foods and 

nutrients.  

Our Services include 
Food Pantry 
Diaper Bank 
Community Garden 
Birthday Bags 

Get Involved 
Caritas is always looking for volunteers as well as people and 
organizations willing to host food drives, donate food and give 
financial gifts. Please contact us if you are interested in getting 
involved in any way. To learn more visit our website or 
Contact Caritas 
Caritas Community Resource Center 
2840 Prairie Ave. 
Beloit, WI 53511 
(608) 362-4403 

 
 

Reverend Joy is home and healing. You may send a card to:  
 

Rev. Joy Baumgartner 
218 Grand Ave #2 

Loves Park, IL 61111 

  

https://caritasbeloit.org/food-pantry/
https://caritasbeloit.org/diaper-bank/
https://caritasbeloit.org/community-garden/
https://caritasbeloit.org/birthday-bags/


Senior Staff 
Rev. Joy A. Baumgartner, Pastor 

517-899-6784-cell 
Joyannbrev@gmail.com 

The Rev. Gene Van Galder, Pastor 
608-295-2141-cell 

gvangalder@yahoo.com 

The Rev. Kendell Nordstrom, Minister Emeritus 

Max Yount, Director of Music Ministries and Organist 
608-921-7036-cell 

Support Staff 
Robin Prestil, Administrative Assistant 

608-322-1518-cell 
info@firstcon.org 

Julie Gilbertson, Cleaning Custodian 
Richard Wanninger, Maintenance Custodian 

 

Church Council Officers 
Moderator, Donna Trimm 
donnadoc@hotmail.com  

Moderator Elect, Pat McCleary 
Treasurer, Charles Harker 

Clerk, Karen Adell 
 

First Congregational Church 
801 Bushnell St. 

Beloit, Wisconsin 53511 
608-362-4821 

WIFI Password: firstcon 
 

 

mailto:Joyannbrev@gmail.com
mailto:gvangalder@yahoo.com
mailto:info@firstcon.org
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http://www.mayflower1620.org/


Did you know Ray Palmer… 

Ray Palmer’ s early life was spent in Boston, 
where he joined the Park Street 
Congregational Church, then under the pastoral care of Dr. S. E. 
Dwight. He attended Phillips Andover Academy, where he and 
Oliver Wendell Holmes were classmates. He continued his 
education at Yale University where he graduated in 1830, and was 
ordained a Congregational minister in 1835. He received the 
degree of Doctor of Divinity from Union College in 1852. 
On December 10, 1850, Ray was installed as the first pastor of the 
newly-formed First Congregational Church of Albany, New York. 
Here he continued for fifteen most fruitful years of labor, until April 
18, 1866, when he was dismissed to accept the secretaryship of 
the American Congregational Union, in New York City. Here he 
served the churches for twelve years, or until May 1, 1878, during 
which time more than 600 churches were elected by the aid of this 
society. He was also pastor of other churches and wrote 
extensively for the quarterlies and for the literary and religious 
press generally. He published six or seven volumes in prose, 
besides numerous discourses, and three or four volumes of hymns 
and other poems. Probably the best known of his hymns was "My 
Faith Looks Up to Thee."  He wrote these words while employed 
as a teacher at a private girls' school in New York. He had 
experienced a difficult year of illness and loneliness and was 
inspired to write this verse one night after meditating on a German 
poem that depicted a sinner kneeling before the cross of Christ. 

…was a Congregationalist? 
 

Celebrating 400 Years of American Congregationalism 
Learn more about our Congregational History at naccc.org 
 
 



Sermon Notes: June 21, 2020 
“Traits of the Father” 

Text: Proverbs 4.1-14 
Commentary: The age –old question remains- How does a parent 
impart knowledge and wisdom to their child (children)? In this 
passage, the author is making the point that parents are not to just 
allow their children to stumble their way through life, but rather 
should be proactive by providing a solid foundation for life. At the 
core of raising a child, is to share the inherent goodness of 
humanity and to relate the basic religious and moral beliefs of a 
society. If a child is provided a “moral compass” early in life, life 
can be so much easier and fulfilling. The child will have the basic 
understanding of right and wrong, good and evil, caring and 
ignoring. The story is no different today than when the Proverb’s 
author wrote this passage thousands of years ago. 
 

Major Points 
1. A father provides. 

• This is true beyond the day to day of a place to live and food 
to eat. Man does not live by bread alone. 

• Too many fathers in our society have abdicated their 
responsibilities. Their offspring deserve better. 

• Many fathers today are the best ever- “We are pregnant.”  

• It is the day to day contact that children need 

• It has so many benefits to both child and father. 
 

2. A father is to be a teacher. 

• How to ride a bike, how to fish, how to take care of a car, etc. 

• Teaching requires time and a commitment. 

• “Train up a child in the way that he/she should” 

• The importance of a teaching father cannot be overstated. 
 



3. A father nurtures both roots and wings. 

• Share about his father, grandfather, and family 

• Wings allow children to both succeed and fail. There is 
nothing wrong with a child experiencing failure. It helps to 
prepare them for the real world out there. 

• When Muhammad Ali’s daughter wanted to fight, her dad’s 
response was that “women don’t fight” and he was against it. 
Once he went to his daughter’s bouts however, he became 
her biggest fan. She ended her career with many titles and 
undefeated. 

• Dads have to recognize that their child has the right to dare 
to explore and embrace the world. 
 

4. A father should serve as an example. 

• It is not so much that we say to our children, but rather what 
he show in our actions to our children. If a father tells his 
daughter not to smoke, while puffing on a cigarette, the 
message is lost before being delivered.  

• When treating people, the little eyes are watching and 
learning. It is important that a father lives his beliefs. 
 

5. A father loves is his children to the very core of his 
being. 

• Ed Lucas was a blind man who had two children and his wife 
walked out on him. He raised the children for many years and 
then the mother reappeared and wanted custody. The judge 
ruled in her favor because of Ed’s sight issue. He refused to 
give up and regained custody. Love to the core! 

• Many of us were blessed with natural fathers who felt this, 
while others “adopted” fathers to help them through life. 

• For all of us who have felt  the love of a father, we are so 
blessed! 

 


