
 

 

 

  



FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
SUNDAY, JUNE 7, 2020 

The service of worship begins with the first gift of God – the music of 
the organ. May you feel the Spirit of God through the power and 
quietness as you become comfortable and prepare to worship. 

 
*Please stand as you are able 

Listening devices are available 
Large Print Bulletins are available 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

WE GATHER TO PRAISE GOD 
 
PRELUDE                Partita on "Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven" 

Robert A. Hobby 
PASTORAL WELCOME 
 
*THE CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader: God invites us into the sanctuary of the divine presence. 
 
People: We enter with awe and devotion to meet together with 
God. 
 
Leader: This is a safe place where we know we are loved. 
 
People: We feel the presence of God’s Spirit and the Spirit of God’s 
people. 
 
Leader: Here God invites us to look honestly at our own lives. 
 
People: We trust God’s love and open our hearts today. 
 
Leader: Know that God loves you as you are but God sees you as you 
can be, as well. 
 
People: May we honestly examine our lives so that we can become 
all that God created us to be. 



*GATHERING PRAYER (Responsively) 
L: Lord, in the midst of all that is happening, we give thanks for 
 
C: Doctors, nurses and other medical staff that care for the 
afflicted 
 
L: Lord, we give you thanks for 
 
C: Those individuals who have respected others by following the 
guidelines 
 
L: Lord, we give you thanks for 
 
C: Grocery store workers, truckers, and other essential workers 
 
L: Lord, we give you thanks for 
 
C: First responders: police, fire, and paramedics 
 
L: Lord, we give you thanks for 
 
C: The countless acts of kindnesses shared 
 
L: Lord, we give you thanks for  
 
C: The medical researchers seeking a vaccine and treatment 
protocols  
 
L: Lord, we give you thanks for 
 
C: Leading us through this difficult period.  

 
*HYMN 267                       “Morning Has Broken”                 BUNNESSAN 
 
SCRIPTURE READING   Psalms 91 

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 



THE GOOD NEWS                  “Overcoming Our Fears” 
The Rev. Gene Van Galder, preaching 

 
QUIET PRAYER, PASTORAL PRAYER 

Our Father, who are in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your 
kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For yours is the kingdom, and the power and the 
glory forever. Amen. 

 
ORGAN SOLO Antiphon V "How Fair and Pleasant Art Thou" 

Marcel Dupré 
 
CONGREGATIONAL INSIGHT 

WE GO OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 
*HYMN 283                      “Now Thank We All Our God” 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE            Partita on "Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven"  

(concluding portion)             Hobby 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
Preaching  ........................................................................ The Rev. Gene Van Galder 
Organist and Director of Music ................................................................. Max Yount 
Ushers .................................................................. David Nordstrom and Jeff Perrigo 

 
First Congregational Church of Beloit 

Is a Member of 
The National Association of Congregational Christian Churches 

And the Wisconsin Conference of Congregational Churches 
  



Welcome to First Congregational Church 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in the worship, 
study, fellowship and service of this congregation. 
If you are a guest with us this morning, our ushers are available to assist you. 
Individual listening devices for improved sound. Large Print Bulletins are 
available for those with hearing or sight needs. Please ask an usher if you 
would like one. Restrooms are located to your left as you leave the worship 
space. Refreshments will be served in the Gathering Space after worship. 
 
The Temporary Dynamics of Worship 

• Social Distancing 

• Wearing of Masks 

• No Communion 

• No Congregational Singing    
• Offering – please place in the basket 

• No Greeting or Fellowship Time 
 

 
This Week at Church 

June 14, Worship, 10 am the Rev. Gene Van Galder, preaching 
 

Ushering 
If you would be interested in ushering please call the Church office and let 
them know. We currently have the 4th and 5th Sundays open. 

 
Prayer for the Church 

Loving and Eternal God, you have abundantly blessed us with the power to 
reach out and make a difference in the world. We ask that you bless our 
ministry through our Church and increase our love for one another and our 
community. Help us honor our history and seek your will as we march into our 
future in Jesus’ name. Amen 
 
  



MISSION OF THE MONTH 

 
Who We Are and What We Do! 
Caritas Community Resource Center https://caritasbeloit.org/ 
Caritas has been providing food and clothing to our neighbors in need for 
more than forty years.  
Caritas is committed to supporting the health of our guests by prioritizing 
the distribution of recommended USDA’s MyPlate foods and nutrients.  
 
Our Services include: 
Food Pantry 
Diaper Bank 
Community Garden 
Birthday Bags 
 
Get Involved: 
Caritas is always looking for volunteers as well as people and organizations 
willing to host food drives, donate food and give financial gifts. Please 
contact us if you are interested in getting involved in any way. To learn 
more visit https://caritasbeloit.org/ways-to-give/ 
 
Contact Caritas 
Caritas Community Resource Center 
2840 Prairie Ave. 
Beloit, WI 53511 
(608) 362-4403 
info@caritasbeloit.org  

 
 
  

https://caritasbeloit.org/
https://caritasbeloit.org/food-pantry/
https://caritasbeloit.org/diaper-bank/
https://caritasbeloit.org/community-garden/
https://caritasbeloit.org/birthday-bags/
https://caritasbeloit.org/ways-to-give/
mailto:info@caritasbeloit.org


Senior Staff 
Rev. Joy A. Baumgartner, Pastor 

517-899-6784-cell 
Joyannbrev@gmail.com 

The Rev. Gene Van Galder, Pastor 
608-295-2141-cell 

gvangalder@yahoo.com 
The Rev. Kendell Nordstrom, Minister Emeritus 

Max Yount, Director of Music Ministries and Organist 
608-921-7036-cell 

 
Support Staff 

Robin Prestil, Administrative Assistant 
608-322-1518-cell 
info@firstcon.org 

Julie Gilbertson, Cleaning Custodian 
Richard Wanninger, Maintenance Custodian 

 
Church Council Officers 

Moderator, Donna Trimm 
donnadoc@hotmail.com  

Moderator Elect, Pat McCleary 
Treasurer, Charles Harker 

Clerk, Karen Adell 
 

First Congregational Church 
801 Bushnell St. 

Beloit, Wisconsin 53511 
608-362-4821 
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http://www.mayflower1620.org/


Did you know George Burroughs… 
 
Born in 1652, in Suffolk, England, 
George came to the settlement of 
Roxbury, in the Massachusetts Bay 
Colony with his mother when he was 
a child. He graduated from Harvard College in 1670 with distinguished 
honors, and became a Congregational minister. 
 
He married his first wife, Hannah Fisher, in 1673. In 1874, he moved to 
Falmouth, Maine, where he served as pastor of Falmouth 
Congregational Church. He continued to serve as the pastor until the 
town was attacked and destroyed during a Wabanaki raid on August 
11, 1676. He served in Salem Village 1680 - 1683, departing after a 
pay dispute with the congregation.  
 
Hannah had died, and he had to borrow money for funeral expenses, 
as the congregation had failed to pay his salary. He remarried Sarah 
Ruck Hathorne, who also died some time later.  
 
George moved to Wells, Maine, where he married again and 
continued in the ministry. It was while he was there that he was 
arrested and convicted on charges of witchcraft on April 30, 1692, 
having been accused by some personal enemies from his former 
congregation who had sued him for debt. Standing on the ladder, 
waiting to be hanged, he recited the Lord's Prayer, something 
considered impossible for a witch to do. After he was killed, Cotton 
Mather spoke from horseback to the crowd, assuring them that 
George had been convicted in a court of law. His speech convinced 
the crowd to execute four others similarly accused and convicted. He 
was the only minister executed for witchcraft during the Salem witch 
trials. 

…was a Congregationalist? 
 

Celebrating 400 Years of American Congregationalism 
Learn more about our Congregational History at naccc.org 


