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PASTOR’S PASSAGE 
As I talk to people lately I find so many sharing stories of their youth and 
their love for the fall season. Yes, the days can grow damp and dreary at 
times, but I most appreciate the colors. When my children were small, every 
year we would take a ride on a Sunday afternoon down a particular road 
where the trees seemed to envelope the highway. It was as if we were     
driving through a tunnel of color and we would “ooh” and “Ahh” as we 
found the bright reds and yellows and oranges. 
 Growing up close to my grandparents gave me an opportunity to hear their 
perspectives and family stories as well. When fall arrived, there were huge 
oak and maple trees in their yard and my grandmother would sit with me on 
the side porch and talk about God taking a paint brush and painting a new 
picture of the season. She would describe this wonderful picture of God   
embracing the world and changing the colors much as my parents would 
change the colors of a room.  I knew even then that it was just a story, and 
yet, I loved it and I loved her. 
 As we move into the fall and then winter season, take a little time to          
appreciate the beauty of nature and remember, God is indeed right here with 
us, helping us repaint the marred or scarred places in our lives so that we can 
always shine again. 
Let’s be the bright colors out in the world and share the stories of our faith 
and what it means to us.    
 Seeing you soon and loving you all for all the wonderful cards and visits 
and gifts, I am so grateful to be alive and moving home again.    
 
     My Love and Blessings, 
         Joy 



Minister’s Message 
I am currently traveling through the states of New York, Connecticut, and 
Massachusetts on a Women’s History Tour in recognition of the 99th      
anniversary of the 19th Amendment ( Women’s Suffrage). In each       
community that we travel through, there is a First Congregational Church. 
Some are plain meeting houses like ours and others are more decorative 
with stain glass windows. Most of the congregations date from the early 
18th century. When I tell some people that I am at a Congregational 
church, they look at me as if our denomination is a new one, yet we are 
one of the oldest (coming to America with the Pilgrims in 1620). It was 
our religious forebear’s who shared in the first Thanksgiving. The lack of 
recognition is frustrating!  
 
The lack of recognition of the rights of women over the course of      
American history has  also been frustrating and unfair. In 2020 America 
will celebrate the 100th anniversary of women winning the right to vote. It 
all started with a few courageous women who met in Seneca Falls, NY to 
proclaim the Declaration of Sentiments which demanded that women in 
America be given their inalienable rights including the right of franchise. 
Leaders like Elizabeth Candy Stanton and Susan Anthony devoted their 
lives to make suffrage for women happen. In one year, Susan Anthony 
traveled overland 40,000 miles to give speeches and create support for an 
amendment. It is a story of great courage and perseverance. With so many 
social ills today, hopefully America will continue to produce citizens who 
are willing to step forward and work tirelessly for changes that will make 
our society more just. It won’t surprise me if some of them are             
Congregationalists!   
     Gene 



From the Moderator 

The Budget Meeting for FCC is scheduled for Sunday November 3 after 

worship, and the notices went out two weeks ago.  Our expenses run         

approximately the same, except if there are major replacements of        

equipment. It is now 20 years after the church was built, so there may be 

some replacements and repairs needed. 

 
Our sanctuary was built to enhance the beauty of music, but this means that 

the spoken voice may not be heard as easily as we would like. The council 

is now looking into this problem in more depth, and talking to sound       

experts to help improve this situation. 

 

We want invite all members to an event that has the possibility of becoming 

a new tradition for FCC. 

In the past we have celebrated our Pilgrim forefathers and mothers on the 

Sunday before Thanksgiving. But this year we will have that celebration on 

Thanksgiving itself. 

The organization Yellow Brick Road has had a dinner here on           

Thanksgiving Thursday for anyone who is alone on Thanksgiving. This 

year they are expanding this invitation. Anyone who would like to share a 

Thanksgiving meal together is encouraged to attend.  Dinner is scheduled 

for 12:30pm in the fellowship hall. The turkey is provided, and please bring 

a dish to pass. 

 
This time of year, our thoughts move to being thankful for all we have. 

While media reminds us of endless purchases we can make, far more        

important are the intangible blessing we take for granted: health, friends, 

family, our church family. 

 

 

Last week I read an article which reported 
Continued on next page 



MUSICA MAXIMA 
Special organ concert coming up! 

Our next MUSICA MAXIMA will feature an outstanding young organist in 
a full recital on Sunday, November 17, at 3 pm. This will be an exciting 
event with this terrific young virtuoso at our outstanding organ. Below is 
the biographical sketch from Greg's web site. 

Praised as “extraordinary in the classical music world” (Jon Hornbacher, 
PBS Wisconsin Life) and a “musical star” (Bill Wineke, Channel 3000), 
Greg Zelek (27) is the Principal Organist of the Madison Symphony        
Orchestra and Curator of the Overture Concert Organ Series. Since        
September 2017, Greg has proudly held the Wayne Curtis & Maybelle 
Slavens Hall and Francis Vincent & Lettie von Kalweit Dunnebacke       
Curatorship. 

Greg concertizes with the Madison Symphony Orchestra and throughout 
the United States. In addition, Greg regularly performs with orchestras as 
both a soloist and professional ensemble member. Highlights of the         
upcoming 2019–2020 season include three performances of Barber’s      
Toccata Festiva with the Madison Symphony Orchestra, recitals at the     
Oregon Bach Festival and the Kimmel Center in Verizon Hall, a return    
appearance with the Jacksonville Symphony as the featured guest soloist, as 
well as performances at venues in Virginia and Kentucky. Greg will also 
collaborate in a number of concerts with fellow Juilliard alum and cellist 
Thomas Mesa. Most recently, Greg was featured with the Jacksonville 

that more people describe   themselves as atheist or agnostic than ever be-

fore. I cannot imagine living without a personal relationship with God.  

How do these people face life’s difficulties without prayer?  They must be 

terribly lonely without the knowledge of God’s constant love and presence 

in their lives.   

We must not take our Faith for granted.  It is one of the biggest blessing in 
our lives, and we must share it when we are able to, and remember the debt 

we owe to the generations of the Faithful who came before us. 
Susan Behrens, Moderator 



Symphony, performed with the Florida Orchestra and was the featured 
guest soloist with the Ridgewood Symphony. Greg was the organist in 
the Metropolitan Opera’s 2014 production of Faust. He also performed 
twice that year with the New World Symphony, including in a             
performance of Lukas Foss’s Phorion conducted by Michael Tilson 
Thomas. In 2012, Greg played Strauss’s Alpine Symphony with the MET 
Orchestra in Carnegie Hall conducted by Semyon Bychkov and          
performed Poulenc’s Organ Concerto with the Miami Symphony         
Orchestra in 2011. 

In 2016, Greg was chosen by The Diapason magazine as one of the top 
“20 Under 30” organists, a feature which selects the most successful 
young artists in the field. He was the First Prize winner in the 2012 
Rodgers North American Classical Organ Competition, the 2012 West 
Chester University Organ Competition, and the 2010 East Carolina    
University Organ Competition (where he was also awarded the “Bach 
Prize”). Greg was selected as a 2010 NFAA Young Arts Silver Medal 
Winner and was a prizewinner in the Albert Schweitzer Organ Festival. 
Most recently, Greg was the Audience Prize winner and finalist in the 
2016 Longwood Gardens International Organ Competition. 

A recipient of the inaugural Kovner Fellowship, Greg received his Bach-
elor’s and Master’s degrees, as well as an Artist Diploma, from the Juil-
liard School as a student of Paul Jacobs. Before moving to Madison, 
Greg was most recently the Music Director and Organist at the Episcopal 
Church of St. Matthew and St. Timothy in New York City. A Cuban-
American and native Spanish speaker from Miami, FL, Greg became the 
Music Director and Organist of Corpus Christi Catholic Church in Miami 
at age 15, and has served as the summer organist for San Pedro Apostol 
Church in Ramales de la Victoria, Spain. 

We hope to see all of you there.  Max  

       



November 26, Cheryl Kitto 

November 29, Brenda Mc Coy 

Monday, Nov. 4 - 9-11 Queen Victoria - Gene Van Galder - Presenter 

Wednesday, Nov. 6   9-11 Queen Victoria - Gene Van Galder - Presenter 

Wednesday, Nov. 6  1-3 - Make Christmas Centerpiece 

Thursday, Nov. 7  9-11 - Egypt - Gene Van Galder - Presenter 

Monday, Nov. 11 1-3 Entrepreneurship/Liberal Arts - Brian Morello 

Tuesday, Nov. 12  1-3 - The LOUVRE - Shirley Swanson 

Wednesday, Nov. 13  1-3   Project 16:49  - Tammy DeGarmo 

Thursday, Nov. 14  9-11  Journey through the National Parks 

Tuesday, Nov. 19  1-3  -  The LOUVRE - Shirley Swanson 

Thursday, Nov. 21  9-11 - Afghanistan, the Forever War - Beth Dougherty 

Thank You for hosting the dinner after  Tyffani’s Memorial. 

Romero, Dawn, Dustin and Sophia Turner 



*USHERING* 

If you would be interested in ushering please call the Church office, 

 608-362-4821 and let them know. We currently have the 3rd, 4th and 5 th 

Sundays open.  

Cookies for Fellowship Hour 

We are looking for cookies and treats for fellowship Hour and for people to 

sign up to host Fellowship hour. It’s easy and simple to setup and cleanup.  

Thank  You,  Robin Prestil, Hospitality Team 

  

Prayer for the Church 

Loving and Eternal God, you have abundantly blessed us with the power to 

reach out and make a difference in the world. We ask that you bless our 

ministry through our Church and increase our love for one another and our 

community. Help us honor our history and seek your will as we march into 

our future in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
  

Save the Date 

Christmas Cantata  

December 14, 7pm and 15, 10am 

SUNDAY BEFORE THANKSGIVING IS HANGING OF THE 
GREENS! 
This is an old church tradition where we gather after worship to put our 
lights in the windows, hang the garlands and wreaths and enjoy a wonder-
ful time together working and then sharing in coffee hour. Please mark 
your calendars and plan to stay after worship on NOVEMBER 24. The 
first Sunday of Advent will then be a glorious occasion as we await the 
birth of Christ. 



Good Shepherd Orphanage in Bamenda, Cameroon 
 
Good Shepherd Orphanage is a Christian-based orphanage that provides a 
wonderful home for over 100 orphans. The children range in age from  
newborns to high school students. In a very poor country, the Good     
Shepherd Orphanage provides for the educational, material, and spiritual 
needs of the children. Cameroon does not permit the adoption of orphans 
by non-family, so the children will grow up there. Rev. Gene has been there 
many times and has seen first- hand the great work that is done there. 
Please support this vital mission project!  
 The Benedictine Sisters of Bethany are a religious community of 
women affiliated with the Anglican Church of Cameroon. Their life is one 
of prayer, worship and work.  Good Shepherd Home being their primary 
concern, houses over 150 orphaned children who are fed, clothed, educated 
and loved. It is recognized by the Cameroonian Government as one of the 
finest orphanages in the country. Its founder and present superior, Sr. Jane 
Mankaa, started with nothing but a dream to aid homeless children and 
women.  She shared her dream with a visiting monk who financed her jour-
ney to America. There she learned more of the way of religious life and   
began to share her dream and to raise money to make it a reality and so it is 
today. An annex has been opened in a nearby village of Batibo for orphans 
and special needs children many afflicted with epilepsy. With just a 
$15,000 grant, Sister Jane purchased the property that would become The 
Good Shepherd Home for Children. In just a few years they now have a 
dormitory, primary school, fresh water system, bakery, piggery, and chicken 
farms. At The Good Shepherd Home, the children are well cared for. But 
when illness strikes (such as malaria, respiratory infections or                 
gastrointestinal problems) the only option is to go to the hospital in 
Bamenda 12 miles away. Which means a trip of at least a half hour and 
someone must stay overnight with the children if they are admitted and all 
costs must be paid by Sr. Jane. 
Sr. Jane has a dream...  
 To convert an existing building adjacent to the grounds into a clinic 

Mission of the Month 



to address the medical needs of the children at GSH and the surrounding 
town of Abangoh. This building, called the Lynda Wallace House, is       
currently vacant and in need of much work. Including finishing, windows, 
plumbing and electrification before it can serve as a clinic. The estimated 
cost of this renovation is $35,000. 
 Our dear Roberto inspired us to develop the Cameroon Ministry and 
was planning to go on our first trip in 2007, but his cancer would not permit 
him to go. Despite this, he continued to be involved in the ministry and    
encourage us to continue the work of supporting Sr. Jane and GSH.  And so, 
as a tribute to him, we would like to name our project -The Roberto     
Rovere Clinic.  
 The Good Shepherd Home is located in an extremely poor area of  
Africa. Food is expensive and scarce. The Home has a small farm where the 
children work hard to plant, tend, and harvest vegetables. In addition, 
chicken, pig and rabbit farms provide highly prized meat for their diet, as 
well as income to help sustain the Home. However, staples such as rice, 
grain, flour, beans, salt, fish, and fruit must be purchased. Providing ample 
nutritious food for over one hundred and fifty children and their caregivers 
is a daunting, daily challenge. Food for Life makes it possible by providing 
a monthly food allowance to The Good Shepherd Home. 
On Going Project-Chicken Farm  
 The Chicken Farm at the Good Shepherd Home in Abangoh is the 
largest in the area.  Every year Sr. Jane gets 10,000 day old baby chicks and 
raises them for approximately 2 months.  They are sold twice a year in the 
market, you can have them cleaned or roasted ready for the table. 



November Calendar 

November 2, Yellow Brick Road Board Meeting 10am 

November 3, Worship 10am The Rev. Gene Van Galder, preaching 

November 4, Staff Meeting 8:30am 

    Setup for Gifts of Love 

November 5, Setup for Gifts of Love 

November 6, Gifts of Love 8:30-12:30 

     Al-Anon 10am 

    Choir 7pm 

November 7,Gifts of Love 8:30-12:30 

November 8, Clean up, Setup for Gifts 

of Love 

November 10, Worship 10am The Rev. Dr. Arvid Adell 

November 11, Staff Meeting 8:30am 

November 13, Al-Anon 10am 

    Choir 7pm 

November 17, Worship 10am The Rev. Joy Baumgartner, preaching 

       MUSICA MAXIMA 3pm 

November 18, Staff Meeting 8:30am 

November 20, Al-Anon 10am 

    Choir 7pm 

November 24, Worship 10am The Rev. Gene Van Galder, preaching 

      Hanging of the Greens 

November 28, Yellow Brick Road Thanksgiving Dinner 12:30-4pm 



THANKS TO SO MANY 
As I have been busy healing and growing stronger, I realize that you, the 
people of First Congregational Church, have also been growing stronger. 
There are so many to thank for continuing the ministry of the Church. We 
have had those who have led our worship services every Sunday, ushers, 
volunteers in the office, those who have visited in the hospitals and nursing 
homes, and so much more. Because of you, all of you, our ministry has not 
skipped a beat. I won’t name each and every one of you, but you know 
who you are and have given generously not for accolades but simply      
because you are part of God’s chosen people who feel the spirit of Christ 
in your heart and soul. Thank you so much 
      My Gratitude is Immense , 
                     Your Pastor  

YOU ARE INVITED! 
I know it’s weeks away, but THANKSGIVING is upon us. For the past 
couple of years, we have hosted the YELLOW BRICK ROAD    
THANKSGIVING DINNER here at the church. It has been a wonderful 
event where people from Beloit and surrounding areas have had a special 
place to come to share in a traditional Thanksgiving Dinner. Many have no 
close relatives here or have not been able to share this day with family.     
 
This year, we invite our entire congregation to join in dinner here as 
well.   With families spread out across the country, our college students not 
able to make the trip to their homes, and others who simply have no family 
close by, this is an opportunity to share food and fellowship on this special 
day. Dinner is served at 12:30PM. Bring a dish to share. Come early, stay 
late and perhaps play games or just visit. 



First Congregational Church 

801 Bushnell Street, Beloit, WI 53511 

608-362-4821  fax 608-362-1967  Pastor: 517-899-6784 

Office hours: 8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Mon.-Fri. 

Worship Service – Sunday, 10:00 a.m. 

Email: info@firstcon.org Website www.firstcon.org   

 Return Service Requested 

                   We are especially Thankful for: 

  


