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PASTOR’S PASSAGE 
This past Sunday as we watched and discussed our recent Bible Study 
on Saving Jesus, the issue of “Who Killed Jesus?” was the subject. Of 
course, the answer was “The Romans!” The conclusion was obvious to 
most Christians today, but the presentation of the story that will     
permeate Lent was told in an entirely new way and was fascinating. 
 
Rabbi Amy Levine told the story of growing up in a Catholic           
Portuguese neighborhood where she was accepted and invited to join 
in with her friends in their traditions and rituals. As she came to know 
and understand their faith, their friendships increased, but one day, 
one of her little friends told her that she killed Jesus. She was crushed 
and asked who told her such a thing. Her friend responded that the 
priest had told them in religion class. 
 
Needless to say, there was an immediate response with the priest even 
being chastised. But until that time, she and her friends had no 
knowledge of that particulate falsehood. It could have separated them 
for all time. Instead, the parents came together to counteract the   
damage that could have been done to their relationships.     
 
I couldn’t help but think of my many Jewish friends throughout my 
years of ministry and how we have honored one another’s beliefs and 
enjoyed knowing the basis for our faithful lives. One of the professors 
on the DVD talked about Lent and Jesus dying and the idea of     
atonement. But her take on this was magnificent. She said rather than 
view atonement as some kind of punishment or retribution, she felt the 
word had been misinterpreted. It should be AT-ONE-MENT. During 
Lent when we focus on the life of Jesus and what it meant to the world, 
we should look at atonement as looking for ways to be AT ONE WITH 



 Minister’s Message 
                        Educational Heritage of Congregationalism   
 
Do you know that the creation of public schools in America started 
with the early Congregational settlers? Congregationalists believed that 
the best way to develop faith was to read the Bible. In a primitive land 
with few amenities, the hard working faithful wanted people to be able to 
read the Bible. So in 1647, the Massachusetts General School Act of 1647 
set up the first public schools on the new continent. The nickname of the 
act was “The Old Deluder Satan Act” -meaning that reading the Bible 
would prevent people from falling into evil ways. When the Northwest  
Ordinance of 1787 was passed, it contained language that required the  
selling of a section of public land for the creation of a public school.  
 

GOD AND ONE ANOTHER. Yes, if we have sinned against another 
person, we certainly want to do everything we can to restore our       
relationship. But it is not about punishment or guilt. It is about “being 
at one,” especially with ourselves. 
 
This Lenten season offers us that opportunity.  

 
Let us truly BE AT ONE. BE THE CHURCH  

    My Lenten Blessings, 
            Joy  



Do you know that the creation of two of the earliest and most          
prestigious colleges in America, were started by Congregationalists? 
Harvard (1631)  and Yale( 1701) were founded by Congregationalists. The 
purpose of the colleges was to have an educated clergy to lead the many            
congregations. Our faith has embraced learning as a blessing from God as 
opposed to a curse that must be limited as do some evangelical sects. The 
educated clergy served the people well and led movements including the 
abolition of slavery. 
 
Do you know that our church forbearers gave birth to Beloit College? 
In 1847 Middle College (still actively used today) was constructed and 
classes began. The first college president was Aaron Lucius Chapin, a 
graduate of Yale. The next time you drive down Beloit’s Chapin Street, you 
can relate to its heritage. When the trustees planned for the  construction of 
the new church building in the early 1860’s, they wanted an edifice that 
would be large enough (hold 1,200) to house Beloit College’s graduation 
ceremony. The college and church have remained connected over time with 
Max Yount serving as the interface.    
        Gene 

      Prayer for the Church 

Loving and Eternal God, you have abundantly blessed us with the power to 

reach out and make a difference in the world. We ask that you bless our 

ministry through our Church and increase our love for one another and our 

community. Help us honor our history and seek your will as we march into 

our future in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
  



Donna’s Deliberations 

Dear Church Family, 

The new sound system has been approved by the council for the sanctuary. 

The old speakers are coming down and will be reused in other areas like the 

gathering space and basement. No more needing extra equipment set up in 

the front to hear the choir, sermons, and instrumentalists. For those of us 

with some hearing loss; the spoken words will be clearer and there will be 

no dead spaces (where there is no sound). With the new equipment we will 

be able to do streaming of the services.  This means if you’re sick and need 

to stay home, you can still be included by watching the service on the       

internet. This work will take about a week to put in place once the new 

equipment has arrived. 

Little by little the council is working on improvements to make our church 

“user friendly”. We know our members are friendly. However, it won’t   

matter how friendly we are if the members and visitors can’t hear. 

Branding (how we build and maintain our reputation through marketing) is 

another item we’ve been working on. The Branding Committee has finished 

the classes and homework. I want to thank, Janet, Joy, Karen, Kim, Sharon, 

and Susan for their feedback, methodical appraisal and creative ideas for this 

project and for their continued support. The Council has approved of the 

branding to this point and the graphic designer chosen to work on the logo. 

Once all is finished, we’ll have a big reveal. We are very excited to show 

you all, but meanwhile, thank you for your continued patience while you 

wait. 

SLU and MUSICA MAXIMA have their own page on our church’s      web-

site now. Folks wanting the SLU catalog of programs may go to the website 



and download it. Those that want to know MUSICA MAXIMA events can 

find them on the website’s calendar as well as on the church’s Facebook 

page. The Voice our newsletter, will also be placed on our    website.  

Please be patient with the website since it is evolving and will need contin-

ued updating when all the branding results are completed.  

I’ve had the privilege of having a tour of the church’s basement with   

Richard our maintenance and miracle worker! Most don’t realize all the  

little jobs of oiling this, changing out that, getting approval from various 

community people just to keep everything running. Richard has saved old 

parts for use with fixing things. He has saved the church a lot of money 

and goes about his work quietly. If you are here during the week and see 

him in the halls, please thank him for all he does for us.  

Thank you for your continued prayers for the council, for each other, and 

our pastors. Charles Spurgeon once said, “A prayerful church is a powerful 

church.” 

Your sister in Christ, Donna 

Please like our Facebook Page 

First Congregational Church of Beloit, Wisconsin 

Our web address is www.firstcon.org   



Gene asked why we were having the concert “out there” (the gathering 
space) and not “in here” (the main room), and I, being less adroit with 
words than he, muttered flimsily “for a more intimate space.” We did so that 
day, with baroque violinist, Mary Perkinson, and myself at the harpsichord, 
in the set-up gathering space, and we had exciting time as our audience of 
50 became thoroughly engaged with our music and our spoken remarks. We 
plan to use that venue again on SUNDAY, MARCH 15, 3 PM, for a        
performance on historic FORTEPIANO (a piano like Mozart had) by  
MATTHEW BENGTSON, from the University of Michigan. I have asked 
Professor Bengtson to enhance his performance of music of Beethoven, 
Mozart, Carl Philip Emmanuel Bach, Wilhelm Friedemann Bach and 
Haydn, with a demonstration of the instrument—which he does so elo-
quently on his web site. It will be a wonderful concert and demonstration—
in a space in which we can communicate fully 

 

Well, now back to my pitifully wimpy answer to Gene; we have to find 
someone who can better answerhis question as to why we want to move to a 
smaller performing space, so I turn to the late Medieval and Renaissance 
French people; they were Europe’s BIG CHEESE for a long time and they 
were quite smart; they built Notre Dame Cathedral, among other              
accomplishments. They separated their musical instruments into two broad 
categories: haut (pronounced oh) and bas (pronounced bah). Haut = high, 
meaning loud; bas = low, meaning soft. (We have similar expressions,      
referring to high volume or low volume.) This naming reflected their    
practice of using the haut instruments, such as shawms, sackbuts, large    
organs, bagpipes, only in very large churches or huge halls or outdoors; but 
using bas instruments, such as lute, viols, dulcian, cromorne, clavichord or 
rebec, only in a very small spaces or surrounded by small groups.  

 

How might these long-dead folks guide us us at First Congregational 
Church? In our large meeting hall we have plenty of haut (loud) sound 

A note from Max 



sources to fill the big room to everyone’s satisfaction—the large organ, the 
large modern piano, trumpet, and enough amplification to please the      
cantata throng (and to fill the rock band’s stadium.) But when we are   
treated with bas (soft) instruments, such as lovely harpsichord music, or  
baroque violin or viola da gamba, classical guitar, or the mellow tones of 
Mozart’s fortepiano, people strain a bit and wait for the loud stuff to come 
back instead of enjoying it fully. So, it seems that those old French folks 
had figured out how to do things well by choosing the right venues for the 
right instruments. 

 

 Having noticed the nice acoustics of the gathering space at our Bible 
breakfast services, I surmised that it would be an excellent performance 
space for bas instruments and voices. In our own way, we could create 
something like the luxury of a small, acoustically endowed, recital hall, 
seating 50 people, (found at U Nebraska-Omaha, U-Rock and U Wisconsin
-Whitewater or Madison), and the audience of music lovers could become 
more engaged and excited with the music. On February 02, they were     
indeed, and they will be again on March 15, 3 pm, when Professor 
Bengtson presents his enlightened fortepiano concert. 

 

Don’t worry! We will be back in the modern world in April and May. There 
is the Cantata on March 28 and 29, and on April 5, 3 pm, a pair of brilliant 
performers will fill our large meeting room with the power of the big grand 
piano and the shining modern silver flute. 

 

Your servant, 

Max 



The Beloit Area Ministers’ Association is excited to announce this year’s 

Wednesday Community Worship Services. Throughout the Lenten season, 

we invite all of Beloit to join us in praying together for our neighbors and 

our community as we worship the God we love. Listed below are the     

locations of this year’s worship. All Wednesday services are scheduled 

for 7:00 pm. Good Friday is Noon. Offerings collected during worship 

will support the Caritas Food Pantry and Family Promise, two community 

based programs working on hunger and homeless issues. Light               

refreshments will follow worship on Wednesdays, but not on Good Friday. 

 

Wed, Feb 26 (Ash Wed), St. Paul’s Episcopal Church  212 W. 

Grand Ave   

Wed, Mar 4 United Church of Beloit, 657 Bluff St  

Wed, Mar 11 First Baptist Church, 617 Public Ave  

Wed, Mar 18 Our Lady of Assumption, 2222 Shopiere Rd  

Wed, Mar 25 New Covenant Life Church, 515 Bluff St  

Wed, Apr 1 Emmanuel Baptist Church, 1151 E. Grand Ave  

Fri, Apr 10 (Good Fri) St. Paul Lutheran Church Tennebrae 

Service, 617 St. Lawrence Ave 



Sharing of the Bread 

The 32nd Annual Sharing of the Bread is on Wednesday, March 18, 2020 

at 9:30am. It will be held at First Baptist Church of Beloit. Please R.S.V.P. 

by March 13th. When making your reservations please include the name 

of the church. To make your reservation please call 608-365-8455 or email 

to secretary@firstbaptistbeloit.com or mail to First Baptist Church ,617 

Public Ave, Beloit, WI 53511 

EASTER CANTATA - MARCH 28-29 

Once again First Congregational Church and River of Life United 

Methodist Church will share in presenting an Easter Cantata. This is a 

wonderful celebration of song and music with choir and orchestra and 

narration that tells the story of Jesus and the Resurrection of new life.   

Mark your calendars now so that you won’t miss this wonderful       

tradition. 

We are looking for old white sheets for our Cleaning  Custodian to use 

around the church for cleaning. If you have some laying around and 

would like to share , please bring them to the church. 



March 13 Ed Neubauer 

March 14 Max Yount 

March 19 Irene Mc Cleary 

March 24 Michelle Barnett 

March 27 Julie Gram 

Monday, March 2  9-11  Syria, Turkey and the US 

Tuesday, March 3 - 9-11 - Terra Cotta Warriors 

Wednesday, March 4   1-3  - Photographic Phollies 

Thursday, March 5 - 9-11 - Fanfare for the Common Man, Rob Tomaro 

Friday, March 6 - 9:30 - 12 - Hollywood & the fourth estate 

Monday, March 9 - 9-11 - Drafting the US Constitution 

Tuesday, March 10 - 9-11 - Drafting the US Constitution 

Tuesday, March 10 - 9:30 - 11:30 - Mobile Devices 

Wednesday, March 11  9-11 - Citizen Science in Ornithology 

Thursday,  March 12  1-3  Artistic Design with Alcohol Inks 

Friday, March 13, 9-11 - Department Motor Vehicles 

Wednesday, March 18  9-11  Adriatic Adventures 

Friday, March 20  9-11  - My Life in Medicine, Since 1957 

Monday, March 23  9-11 - Growing up in Beloit in the 1950's & 1960's 

Wednesday, March 25, 9-11  - A Nation Stirs: 1861 & the Civil War Begins 

Tuesday, March 31  9-11 - Reflecting on the 2019-20 Legislative Session 

Wednesday, April 1, 9-11 - Sergei Rachmaninoff's First Symphony 

Thursday, April 2,  9-11 - International Engagement: Beloit Past & Present 

Friday, April 3, 10, 17 & 24 - 9:30 - 12 - BIFF 



March 1, Worship 10am The Rev. Joy A. Baumgartner, preaching 

March 2, Staff Meeting 8:30am 

 March 4 Al-Anon 10am 

      Choir 7pm 

 March 8, Worship 10am The Rev. Gene Van Galder, preaching 

 March 9, Staff Meeting 8:30am 

 March 11, Al-Anon 10am 

      Choir 7pm 

 March 15, Worship 10am The Rev. Gene Van Galder, preaching 

         MUSICA MAXIMA 3pm 

 March 16, Staff Meeting 8:30am 

 March 18, Church Council 9:30am 

          Al-Anon 10am 

      Choir 7pm 

 March 22, Bible and Breakfast 10am 

 March 23, Staff Meeting 8:30am 

 March 25, Al-Anon 10am 

      Choir 7pm 

 March 28,  Easter Cantata 7pm 

 March 29, Easter Cantata 10am 

March 30,Staff Meeting 8:30am 

  



First Congregational Church 

801 Bushnell Street, Beloit, WI 53511 

608-362-4821  fax 608-362-1967  Pastor: 517-899-6784 

Office hours: 8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Mon.-Fri. 

Worship Service – Sunday, 10:00 a.m. 

Email: info@firstcon.org Website www.firstcon.org   

 Return Service Requested 

                   We are especially Thankful for: 

  

http://www.mayflower1620.org/

