
 
SUNDAY, MAY 24, 2020 

A MESSAGE OF PRAYER AND WORSHIP 
 

PURPOSE: It has now been weeks since the stay-at-home order came to assist in 

stemming the spread of the COVID-10 virus, and so rather than gathering in our 
sanctuary for worship, we are spending this time together either reading or viewing this 
service on our computers. We have come to realize that we do not have to be in the 
same building to feel the closeness and spiritual enrichment of others. That is the 
Church. We are never apart spiritually. We are connected heart and soul. And so we 
hope this service will bring you spiritual nourishment and will inspire you throughout 
this week. No matter where we are, we can celebrate each and every special day in 
Spirit. May you continue to be enriched by the Resurrected Spirit. 
 

PLEASE PONDER: Each day that passes brings us one day closer to getting lives 

back to normal, developing a protocol of treatment, and a vaccination. Please hold all 
of our caretakers in your prayers as they risk their lives to care for others. 

 
PRAYER 

Loving and Gracious God, what would we do if we did not know you are 
with us always? What would happen to our spirits if we were left to drift 
alone without the comfort of your love? Holy One, each day we rise from 
our beds giving thanks that we are alive and well, and then we ask for your 
blessing and comfort on all of your children who might be suffering from 
illness, loneliness, hunger or homelessness. Help us, O God, to be your 
people and be constantly aware of the need of others. Help us to gather 
together in the Spirit of Christ and truly feel like one body, one soul, our 
Church as we reach out to others and minister in Jesus’ name. Let this be 
our mission as we face another week with the joy of knowing and loving 
you. Amen. 
 

  



THE GOOD NEWS 
 
Commentary: Today we find ourselves reading from one of the basic books in the 

Hebrew Scriptures, the Torah. It is one of the first stories we ever learn as a child. In 
this story, we find God’s people on a journey, not knowing where they are to go, but 
knowing and trusting that someday, they will find the land of “milk and honey.” They will 
be free and unafraid. We find the true nature of people examined in this scripture as 
they await the news from Moses, turn to idols and lose their trust, and then hear the 
words of God’s breath to Moses on the mountain. Here are the basic rules for our faith 
journey.   

 

DEUTERONOMY 20:1-22 
Moses has led the people out of Egypt and into the desert and they are tired of 
the journey. He leaves them and goes up the mountain to meet God. The story 
follows him as he interacts with God and then he returns to the people to share 
with them the word of God. Here begins the reading of Holy Scripture: 
 
“Then God spoke all these words:  
 
‘I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make 
for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or 
that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not 
bow down to them or worship them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, 
punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and fourth generation 
of those who reject me, but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation 
of those who love me and keep my commandments. You shall not make 
wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit 
anyone who misuses his name. Remember the Sabbath Day and keep it holy. Six 
days you shall labor and do all your work. But the seventh day is a Sabbath to 
the Lord your God. You shall not do any work; you, your son or your daughter, 
your male or female slave, or the alien resident in your towns. For in six days the 
Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested on the 
seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and consecrated it. 
Honor your father and your mother so that your days may be long in the land 
that the Lord your God is giving you. You shall not murder. You shall not commit 
adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness against your 
neighbor. You shall not covet your neighbor’s house, you shall not covet your 
neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox or donkey or anything that 
belongs to your neighbor.’   
 

When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the 
trumpet and the mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood at a 
distance, and said to Moses, “You speak to us and we will listen, but do not let 



God speak to us, or we will die.” Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid; for 
God has come only to test you and to put the fear of him upon you so that you 
do not sin.” Then the people stood at a distance while Moses drew near to the 
thick darkness where God was. The Lord said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to 
the Israelites that I spoke with you from heaven.’”  
 
Here ends the reading of Holy Scripture. May God bless this reading and our 
understanding of the Holy Word. Amen. 
 

“THOU SHALT NOT” 
 

For the past few months, we have been overwhelmed with information, rules and 
regulations, updates and suggestions. Gossip and ridiculous myths began to circulate 
so that we do not really know for sure what to believe. 

With all that comes fear. What we do not know or understand causes us to clutch 
in fear. Whom do we trust? What do we believe? We have been fortunate to have 
some incredible scientific minds who have tried to bring calm and rationale to us 
through science and they have tried to undo some of the damage done by those who 
simply spout their ideas or pretend to have information. Still, with people actually dying 
all around us, we find ourselves reaching for more. 

For me, this is much more than a physical or social tragedy; it is a recognition of 
how vulnerable we are and how much I rely on my faith in God to bring me through the 
difficult times. And I wonder how those who have never had an “Easter moment” or a 
feeling of the true presence of God in their lives make it through these difficult times.   

During Lent we spend time each year focusing on the life of Jesus, his teachings, 
how he interacted with others as he modeled for us kindness and tenderhearted giving 
and caring. When that Lenten time comes to an end with the cross event, we find 
ourselves letting go of our old life and realizing that new life is really there for us. We 
are not alone, and even unto death, God will be there for us. 

These days following the celebration of Easter, in spite of our celebration being 
so subdued this year, we find ourselves looking at our priorities in light of all that is 
happening. We re-evaluate the importance of life, and the importance of the things that 
we often believe are so important. 
 As Christians, I believe in order to follow Jesus is to seek to understand not only 
his life and teachings, but to be in touch with his history and background as a Jew. 
Jesus was a man of the law, and yet he saw fit to break those laws when common 
sense ruled the day.  He realized the need for change as society changed and the 
needs of people were visible. He asked the important questions: “Would God really 
want a child or an animal to die in the well just because it was the Sabbath?” Jesus 
brought us the idea of true love and relationship and that people come first to God. 
 The debate of “circumstance” continues today. A few years ago I was in the 
courthouse and overheard a conversation in the hallway. A young man had gone 
through a red light and been issued a ticket. He complained to his lawyer:  “I didn’t do 
anything wrong. It was perfectly safe. No one was approaching from either direction.” 



The lawyer answered: “The law says you stop any way.” The exasperated young man 
said: “Well, the law is wrong.” The lawyer answered:  “Perhaps, but until it’s changed, 
the law is the law.” That sentence seemed to sum up a centuries-old struggle over 
relationship of the individual to his society, or a private conscience to public duty, or 
personal freedom and the law.   
 Not a few in this day and age seem to have taken their cue from Mark Twain’s 
Huckleberry Finn when old Huck concluded: “Since it’s difficult to know what’s right and 
what’s wrong, I decided not to bother about it anymore and just do whatever comes the 
handiest at the time.” 
 We live in a world that continues to hotly contest the issues through protests over 
discrimination or war and we think it’s disruptive or bothersome.  Yet, the Savior that 
we follow was disruptive. Those who followed were disruptive.  Moses was disruptive.  
Jesus took his cue from his tradition. 
 Jesus was the descendant of those who believed that the law was important. In 
fact, Jews believed that the smallest human act had bearing on the welfare of all 
creation. There was no distinction between sacred and profane.  All of life was to be 
lived within the Torah. Jews had a prayer or benediction for everything – from eating, 
sleeping, even using the bathroom. It sounds crazy to us, but not to them. Their life 
was a total “way of life” – no separation between religious days and other days. There 
is an entire history on the laws of the Hebrew people, but today I want to talk about the 
Law of Moses for a few minutes. Those ten commandments.  
 Moses was leading a band of people out of Egypt toward a land of milk and 
honey. But along the way they met with every conceivable problem. The people were 
not a patient bunch. Like today, they were an “instant everything” people.  They wanted 
what they wanted now. They were tired of waiting and wandering, and following this 
crazy man.  
 After years in the desert, suffering every inconvenience and disruption, they were 
left to wait for Moses while he went to the mountain. They waited.  And waited. They 
heard the kind of thunder at that special place where Moses heard God.  Hebrews, for 
generations, would later chant the longest psalm: “O how I love thy law. It is my meat 
day and night. I meditate upon the law each day.” 
 Since we have been overrun with various rules and regulations lately, I began to 
think about the laws of our faith. Did you notice that there are no updates! No 
amendments.  The laws have stood from generation to generation.  I think it’s the word 
“commandment” that bothers us. We perceive commandment as a negative – a fierce 
God above saying to us “Thou shalt not. And if you do….” 
 But you see, I do not think that was the intent of the commandments.  Perhaps 
we should call them something else – encouragements? If you look carefully with me, I 
think God was pronouncing his belief in us! Read the words. 
 Moses didn’t come down from the mountain to pronounce an edict but the words 
from God. There is an introduction: “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of 
the land of Egypt, the house of bondage.” He was reminding them of his love. I’ve often 
thought that perhaps he should have added some words here, maybe something like, 
“Because I am the Lord your God, I brought you out of the land of Egypt and bondage. 



Therefore, you shall have no other gods before you. You shall not make for yourself 
graven images as people have in the past. 
 Perhaps we need to see God as the God of love and interpret these words as 
something other than a threat. I can imagine God saying: “Because I loved you so 
much in the past, and because I love you so much now and will even love you in the 
future, I know you will do these things and not do other things. So of course, being my 
child, you would never murder another, or commit adultery or steal. 
 If we look at the words in a new way, we now have a rationale to feel liberated – 
not downtrodden. It’s like God saying: “Now that you are free, I know you will do well.” 
The commandments are not conditions of being free – they are the consequences of 
being free. God speaks of a new experience, “I will describe liberty to you and now you 
have a clear vision.” These are not commandments but the charge of freedom. If you 
sin, then you are not truly free. 
 You see, the deeper issue is not the law itself, but our attitude toward it.  It’s not a 
matter of law, but what’s in our hearts and minds. When the Hebrews had finally 
broken the Egyptian servitude, they continued to wander aimlessly in the desert of 
Sinai. They yearned for what they thought of as “salvation.” But for them, it was not a 
private matter, not just what happens to “my soul”, but what happens to the soul of my 
people, my family, all those I love.” 
 We look at the word “law” and see something limiting or controlling. But they did 
not. They said, “Good news. God cares so much that he’ll no longer let us wander. He 
has given us guidelines of what to avoid, directions of how we are to behave, rules that 
will guide us in living together.” 
 They called the law the “Torah” which literally means “teachings.” The root of the 
words actually means “to point the way.” Isn’t that still what we try to do today? Think 
about how these laws became holy even as we followed Jesus.  As parents and 
grandparents, what do we teach our children? We don’t start with “no, no no.” We start 
by offering a different way. We ask them, “What do you say when someone gives you 
something? O yes, thank you! Let’s pray and give thanks before we eat. Let’s thank 
God before we go to bed for such a wonderful day. Shall we read a story about Jesus 
and his life and how much God loves us before we go to bed? Let me show you……..”  
We encourage and lead with a positive attitude.   
 Jesus got this. He even challenged the law at times. Some were offended when 
he helped a man on the Sabbath. But Jesus didn’t see this as a violation of the law. He 
said, “Sabbath is made for man, not man for the Sabbath.” Jesus urged us to recover 
the Spirit of the law, not just recite the words. “The letter of the law can be deadly, but 
the spirit is life” he said.   
 If ever there was a time to think about Biblical guidance for our society, it is now. 
These laws are the foundation of our faith, not as a law but as a gift. As we move 
toward a new day and a new life, let’s renew our commitment to listen – to love – and 
then teach in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 



HYMN                         “Remember God Was Guiding”                                    WEBB 

(Tune of “The Church’s One Foundation” page 484       Words by Docia Carlson 
 

Remember God was guiding through all those distant days 
Inspiring men and women to labor, pray and praise. 
Upon the pine-clad hillside they built their worship place; 
They all went forth empowered by God’s almighty grace. 
 
Remember God is guiding to help us celebrate;   
In sacraments and scripture God’s presence we await. 
From birth to resurrection our life or faith we share; 
As we go forth united, Christ’s spirit helps us care. 
 
Remember God will guide us through decades yet unborn; 
New light will shine around us on each succeeding morn. 
Our loyal congregation fresh challenges must choose, 
We will go forth rejoicing, go be the Great Good News. 

 

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE 
Loving God, we come to you and ask that you might teach us the 
silence of humility, the silence of wisdom, the silence of love, the 
silence that speaks to us without words: the silence of faith. Lord, 
teach us to silence our own hearts and minds, that we may listen 
to the movement of your Spirit and feel that presence in the 
depths of our being. We gather together in Spirit this day and 
pray and learn together in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
A PRAYER OF INTERSESSION:  
 Please silently meditate. 
 Please pray for people you know who need help, support and love. 
 Please pray for our community, nation, and world as we face COVID-19. 

 
OFFERING 
The needs of the church are ongoing, so please be faithful with your gifts. 
 

Prayer for the Church 
Loving and Eternal God, you have abundantly blessed us with the power to 
reach out and make a difference in the world. We ask that you bless our ministry 
through our Church and increase our love for one another and our community. 
Help us honor our history and seek your will as we march into our future in 
Jesus’ name. Amen. 



 
   Please Subscribe to our YouTube channel- 

First Congregational Church of Beloit, WI 
 

 
The Church service will be aired on  

Facebook (First Congregational Church of Beloit, Wisconsin) and on 
the website www.firstcon.org  

at 10am, Sunday morning 
 

MISSION 
Our MISSION OF THE MONTH FOR MAY AGAIN WILL BE SECOND HARVEST 
which serves those with the need for assistance with food.  As you know, with the 
COVID-19 virus and the stay at home orders and the loss of many jobs and temporary 
lay-offs, the need has increased.  Please be aware that our usual loose offering at 
worship would be sent to our mission of the month.  Of course, with our meeting on 
line, we are missing that offering.  If you can either donate food or send a monetary gift 
marked “mission” it would be a great help in feeding the hungry in our city. 
 
Also, CARITAS, our mission from March, is serving more than double the amount of 
families usually asking for assistance. They have a website as well so that you can 
make a monetary donation or you may leave bags of food at the Church on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday from 8 until noon. Just ring the doorbell and you can place the 
bags in the entry way off the back parking lot. Thank you for your generosity. 
 
 

  
 
 
 

  

http://www.firstcon.org/
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=kA13Itmx&id=297B64590FF43B650E442976C694A1B0F5F7A276&thid=OIP.kA13Itmxev0ytEqrJf_f1gHaHa&mediaurl=http://www.clipartbest.com/cliparts/di8/6oR/di86oRMyT.png&exph=7200&expw=7200&q=youtube+clipart&simid=607988294462865899&selectedIndex=15


 

             Did you know George Henry Atkinson… 

 

The Reverend George Henry Atkinson took Congregationalism to the Oregon territory. He 

grew up in New England and studied for the ministry at Andover Seminary. He and his 

wife worked for the American Home Missionary Society throughout their lives. 

 

In 1848 they chose the Pacific Northwest as their lifelong mission field and worked 

tirelessly to establish institutions of higher learning and public-school systems in the 

Oregon and Washington territories. Until his death Atkinson remained a community leader 

in the area of education. He frequently spoke to businessmen and civic groups, raising 

money and recruiting teachers for Oregon schools. And he visited churches to recruit 

missionaries and to promote Congregationalism in the Pacific Northwest. He helped found 

Pacific University in Forest Grove, Oregon, and Whitman College in Washington. 

 

In Oregon City, Atkinson served as pastor of the First Congregational Church of Oregon 

City from 1848 until 1865, and then the First Congregational Church of Portland from 1865 

through 1872. Atkinson remained a missionary for Congregationalism his whole life. The 

presence of Congregational churches increased from two in1848 when he arrived to 110 in 

1889 when he died. Atkinson Memorial Church in Oregon City and a public park bear his 

name as a tribute to his dedication and accomplishments as a minister and community 

leader. 

 

Celebrating 400 Years of American Congregationalism 

Learn more about our Congregational History at naccc.org 
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